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Uvodem 


Vznik egyptské civilizace jiz v 2. poloviné 4. tisicileti pfed n. 1. upoutava pozornost stejnou mérou jako 
tri a pul tisicileti jejiho trvani. Poznavani zakonitosti i zvla8nosti vyvoje staroegyptské spolecnosti, jeji vSe- 
stranné zkoumani, je jednim z dilezitych a dlouhodobych akola historické védy. Pocatky egyptologie, védniho 
oboru zabyvajiciho se zkoumanim starého Egypta a jeho kulturniho odkazu, jsou spjaty s rozlusténim egypt- 
skych hieroglyftii francouzskym ucencem J. F. Champollionem v r. 1822. 

Poéatky ceské egyptologie jsou mladSi. Je v8ak dilezité, ze nebyly ani usnadnény, ani zatizeny kolonialni 
politikou vici Egyptu. Naopak byly spjaty s pokrokovymi tradicemi naSeho naroda. Prvnim Ceskym egyptolo- 
gem se Stal v 2. poloviné minulého stoleti Jan Kminek-Szedlo. Pochazel z Plzné, studoval v Praze a pro téast 
v revoluénich bourich v Praze v r. 1848 byl vykazan z ceskych zemi do Italie. AZ tam, na univerzité a v muzeu 
v Boloni, rozvinul egyptologické badani. Skute¢énym zakladatelem éeské egyptologie se stal na za¢dtku tohoto 
stoleti FrantiSek Lexa. Byl ptivodné stfedoSkolskym profesorem matematiky a fyziky, ale egyptské hieroglyfy 
a déjiny ho natolik zaujaly, Ze se egyptologie stala jeho celozivotnim povolanim. JeSté pred prvni svétovou 
valkou své samostatné studium egyptologie doplnil béhem studijnich pobytti u tehdejSich prednich egyptologu 
na univerzitach v Berliné a Strasburku. V r. 1919, po vzniku samostatného éeskoslovenského statu, zacal Lexa 
egyptologii prednaset na filozofické fakulté Univerzity Karlovy. Byly to prvni ceské prednasky z egyptologie 
a zahy ziskaly Siroky ohlas v nai kulturni verejnosti. Mezi studenty nechybéli ani zahraniéni posluchaci, nebot’ 
Lexa se jiZ v mezivalecném obdobi stal uznavanym odbornikem v_ oblasti staroegyptského nabozenstvi a dé- 
motstiny, pozdéjsi vyvojové faze egyptStiny. Mezi jeho Zaky patrili také dva egyptologové, kteri pozdéji vyznam- 
né ovlivnili vyvoj na&i i svétové egyptologie: v mezivdleéném obdobi Jaroslav Cerny, v dobé po druhé svétové 
valce Zbynék Zaba. 

Zalozeni Ceskoslovenského egyptologického ustavu Univerzity Karlovy v r. 1958 v Praze a otevreni jeho 
pracovisté v Kahife v r. 1959 se v dalSim vyvoji nasi egyptologie stalo dilezitym meznikem, nebot’ umoZnilo 
éeskoslovenskym védctim provadét vyzkumné prace primo v Egypté a rozsahle se zapojit do Siroké mezina- 
rodni egyptologické spoluprace. Bylo velkym projevem podpory a ocenénim tradice na&i egyptologie i dosa- 
zenych védeckych vysledki. Uznani se nai egyptologii dostalo i z egyptské strany. Bez jejiho souhlasu a podpo- 
ry by ceskoslovenské egyptologické pracovisté v Kahife nemohlo vzniknout a rozvinout své vyzkumy. Vzdyt’ 
zahranicnich egyptologickych dstavi, které maji v Egypté povolenu stalou Cinnost, je necela desitka (zahra- 
nicnich expedic, ptsobicich tam obéasné, je ovSem mnoheem vice, v soucasné dobé okolo 150). 

Hned po svém zaloZeni byl Gstav postaven v Egypté pred zavazny védecky tkol. V té dobé totiz zacinala 
mezinarodni zachranna akce UNESCO v Nabii. NaSe vldda rozhodla, ze se Ceskoslovensko bude podilet na 
zachrané pamatek Nubie, ohroZenych vodami tehdy budované Vysoké prehrady u Asuanu, pravé prostred- 
nictvim nové zalozeného Ceskoslovenského egyptologického pracovisté v Kahife. Projevem egyptského 
- ocenéni Geskoslovenské pomoci v ramci akce UNESCO v Nibii se stal nejen podil na archeologickych nalezech, 
jimiz pak byly obohaceny sbirky Naprstkova muzea — slozky Narodniho muzea v Praze, ale i souhlas, ktery 
astav ziskal od Egyptské pamatkové organizace k provadéni vyzkumi na kralovském pyramidovém pohrebisti 
z 5. dynastie u Abusiru. Oblast kralovskych pyramidovych pohfebiS? nejstarSiho sidelniho mésta Egypta Menno- 
feru (Memfidy), mezi néz Abisir patri, se povazuje za nejcennéjsi egyptskou pamatkovou oblast a je z vyzkum- 
ného hlediska rezervovana predevsim egyptskym archeologim. Ceskoslovensky vyzkum v Abisiru byl zahajen 
v prubéhu 60. let v arealu velké hrobky vezira 5. dynastie PtahSepsese. V poloviné 70. let, po dokonceni odkryvu 
hrobky, se tézisté terénnich praci preneslo na dosud neprobadanou Cast nekropole, na tzv. jizni pole v Abusiru. 
Ustav zde ziskal od Egyptské pamatkové organizace rozsahlou koncesi k provadéni vykopavek za vyhod- 
nych podminek, s pravem délit nalezy podle zakonem stanoveného kli¢e mezi Ceskoslovenskou a egyptskou 
stranu. Pfekvapivé a bohaté archeologické nalezy, které zatim vyzkumy jizniho pole prinesly, jiz deli dobu 
upoutavaji pozornost mezinarodni odborné vefrejnosti. 

Vykopavky v Egypté, zpracovavani a publikovani nové objevovanych historickych pramennych materia- 
la predstavuji sice zdkladni, ale zdaleka ne jedinou Cinnost istavu. K jeho dialezitym tkolim patri rovnéz 
zpracovavani a zverejnovani egyptskych pamatek v Ceskoslovenskych muzeich a sbirkach. Velmi naro¢- 
nym a odpovédnym tkolem je pedagogicka Cinnost, kterou tstav podle potreby zajistuje pri prednaskach 
egyptologie na filozofické fakulté UK v Praze. Pri své védecké, resp. védeckopedagogické praci ma Adstav 
k dispozici velkou egyptologickou knihovnu, jedinou svého druhu u nas a jednu z nejvétSich na svété. Také jeji 
zaklady polozil Frantisek Lexa. Pozdéji k jejimu rozvoji podstatné prispél i Jaroslav Cerny, ktery si béhem 
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svych dlouhodobych praci v Egypté a pri pfednaSkach na univerzitach v Londyné a v Oxfordu vytvoril velkou 
osobni knihovnu a v r. 1971 ji astavu odkazal. V soucasné dobé Cita knihovna tstavu kolem 6 000 mono- 
grafii, sbornika a roénikai periodik a okolo 4 000 separat. Zvlasté cenné jsou napf. uplné rady puvodnich 
edic texti, muzejnich sbirek, archeologickych vykopavek aj. Knihovna je pravidelné doplnovana a rozsifo- 
vana na zakladé rozsahlé vymény vlastnich publikaci istavu s ostatnimi zahranicnimi egyptologickymi praco- 
visti. Dobrou a dlouhou tradici ma také popularizaéni ¢éinnost dstavu. Ve spolupraci se sdélovacimi prostredky 
jsou na&ii zahraniéni verejnosti zpristupniovany vysledky prace ustavu i bohaty kulturni odkaz starého Egypta. 
UspéSné se rozviji prekladatelska tinnost, priblizujici naS’emu kulturnimu prostfedi nejlepsi dila staroegyptské 
literatury. Velké pozornosti na’i i zahrani¢ni verejnosti se téSi také vystavy, které se spolupraci s ustavem 
porada Naprstkovo muzeum v Praze, resp. které porada istav ve spolupraci s Egyptskou pamatkovou organiza- 


ci v Egypté. 





Mezinarodni akce UNESCO na zachranu 
pamatek Nubie 


Rozhodnuti 0 zalozeni Cs. egyptologického dstavu sotva mohlo byt prijato v prihodnéjsi chvili z hlediska 
aktivniho zapojeni Ceskoslovenska do mezinarodni egyptologické spoluprace a feSeni aktualnich utkolu 
souvisejicich s vyzkumem a ochranou kulturniho dédictvi starého Egypta. Porevolu¢ni Egypt prochazel 
v 2. poloviné 50. let bourlivym rozvojem. Pozornost jeho nového vedeni se soustfed’ovala na industrializaci, 
zvyseni zemédélské vyroby a pozvednuti celkové zivotni Grovné v zemi. V ramci velkorysych program rozvoje 
prijala egyptska vldda rozhodnuti vybudovat u Asuanu novou, tzv. Vysokou prehradu a vytvorit tak mohutny 
- zdroj elektrické energie, potfebny k uskute¢néni industrializa¢nich plant. Zaroven se méla vytvorit obrovska 
zasobarna vody, jejimz prostfednictvim by bylo moZné ovlivfiovat vykyvy v objemu vody v Nilu a jejich dusled- 
ky pro Zivot obyvatel zemé, povaZované jiz od starovéku za ,,dar“ této reky. 

Vybudovani Vysoké prehrady u Asuanu pfedpokladalo vytvoreni obrovského umélého jezera, které 
mélo zasahovat hluboko do severniho Sidanu a zaplavit celé nilské Gdoli na jih od prehrady se vSemi jeho 
skrovnymi poliéky a vesnicemi, ale i bohatymi a poéetnymi historickymi pamatkami. Zahdajeni praci na stavbé 
prehrady se planovalo na poéatek ledna 1960 a napouSténi vody do prehradni nadrze mélo zaCcit v zari 1964. 
Prestéhovani obyvatel Nubie na sever od prehrady bylo sice v této kratké Casové lhuté predstavitelné a pro- 
veditelné, ov8em prozkoumani historickych pamatek a jejich zachrana nikoli. Egyptska vlada se proto 6. dubna 
1959 obratila na mezindrodni organizaci UNESCO se Zadosti 0 pomoc pfi zachrané kulturniho dédictvi 
lidstva, které se v tak hojné a reprezentativni mife dochovalo pravé v Nabii. UNESCO reagovalo na zadost 
egyptské vlddy vyhla8enim mezinarodni akce na zachranu pamatek Niabie, ohrozenych vodami budovane 
Vysoké prehrady u Asuadnu. Ceskoslovensko pak bylo jednou z prvnich zemi, které se k akci pripojily, a to 
prostrednictvim pravé zalozeného Cs. egyptologického ustavu se sidlem v Praze a v Kahire. 

Podobné jako Ceskoslovensko se k déasti na zachranné akci UNESCO prihlasilo mnoho dalSich zemi 
svéta a nékteré z nich, predevsim zemé s tradici v egyptologickém badani, vyslaly do Nubie se souhlasem egypt- 
ské vlady i své védecké expedice. 

Pi rozdélovani Gkol& mezi zahraniéni expedice v Nubii prihlizely egyptské urady v pripadé Ceskosloven- 
ska do uréité miry ke skuteénosti, Ze teditelem Cs. egyptologického ustavu byl prof. Zbynék Zaba, mezinarodné 
uznavany odbornik v oblasti egyptské filologie. Hlavnim akolem na&i expedice se proto stal epigraficky prazkum 
priblizné jedné tfetiny nilského adoli Dolni Nabie. Nelo o souvislé pasmo, ale o dva zhruba padesatikilometrové 
aseky nilského Gdoli, pracovné nazvané Severni, resp. Jizni és. koncese. Severni koncese se nachazela v oblasti 
obratniku Raka a zahrnovala oba brehy Nilu. Na severu ji vymezoval jizni okraj vesnice Naga el-Birba pobliz 
vyznamné archeologické lokality Kalab&8i (fec. Talmis), na jihu pak jeji hranici predstavoval severni okra} 
skalniho chramu Ramesse II. v Gerf Huseinu. Jizni koncese se nachazela pfiblizné o 70 km jiznéji v mistech, 
kde se tok Nilu otaéi a teka teée od severu k jihu. Jizni koncesi vymezovala na severu vesnice Naga el-D6m 
el-Dakar, na jihu pak vesnice Naga el-Kurud (levy breh) a Naga Abu Sanak (pravy breh). Na tomto rozlehlém 
aizemi v élenitém skalnatém prostfedi na brezich Nilu méla és. expedice za ikol vyhledavat a dokumentovat 
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epigrafické pamatky, tzn. skalni kresby a skalni napisy, které tu zanechali davni obyvatelé Nibie. Védecka 
prace byla tim narotnéjgi, Ze probihala v dobé nejnizsi hladiny Nilu, kdy je skalnaté pobfeZi nejvice obnazeno, 
tedy ve vrcholném lété. V této souvislosti je tteba poznamenat, ze Nabie je jednim z nejteplejsich a nejsuS&ich 
mist na zemékouli, v lété tam és. expedice naméfila teplotu ve stinu az k 60 °C a v uzavireném terénnim auto- 
mobilu 73 °C! ObtiZnost akolt zvySovala vedle klimatickych a prirodnich podminek i skuteénost, Ze se pravé 
pocatkem 60. let za¢éala Nabie vylidriovat a jeji obyvatelé byli presidleni na sever od Asudnu, p*edevsim do nové 
vybudovanych sidli8? kolem K6m Omba. V liduprazdné krajiné bylo moZné jen vyjimeéné potkat skupinku 
rybaru na Nilu a koupit od nich nékolik éerstvych ryb ke zpestfeni konzervového jidelnitku expedice. 

Zakladnou ¢s. egyptologu se pri praci v Nubii stal Clun typu katamaranu, prevezeny v dilech z Prahy do 
Nabie, sestaveny v asudnském pfYistavu Selal a spuStény na vodu pod jménem Sadik en-Niba — Pitel Nabie. Na 
plos’e nékolika ¢tverecnich metri na palubé lodi Clenové expedice Zili, méli tam rozlozené plany a védeckou 
dokumentaci, byla tam i polni minifotolaborato?r... 

Vysledky epigrafického prazkumu byly velmi bohaté. Podayilo se objevit a zdokumentovat (kresebné, 
fotograficky a ve vybranych pyipadech i pomoci latexovych otiski) 243 skalnich napisi pochdazejicich z pro- 
todynastické az rimské, resp. merojské doby, tedy z Casového rozpéti tri a pil tisicileti. VétSinou Slo o napisy 
egyptské, zaznamenané Casto tzv. semihieratickym pismem, predstavujicim zjednoduSenou, kurzivni variantu 
hieroglyfického pisma. Byly vSak objeveny i napisy merojské, karské, aramejské, fecké, latinské a koptské. 
Napisy arabské, az na nékolik zajimavéjSich vyjimek, dokumentovany nebyly. Historicky nejvét8i vyznam pak 
ma skupina skalnich stél a napist' nalezenych na Jizni koncesi v okoli Koroska, mista, kde usti velké Gdoli smé- 
rujici pfes Vychodni pout’ na jih, pouzZivané jiZ od pravéku jako jedna ze zkratek mezi za4kruty Nilu. Napisy, 
mezi nimiz je i velka stéla vezira Enjotefogera z 9. roku koregence panovnikt 1. pol. 12. dynastie Amenemhe- 
ta I. a jeho syna Senvosreta I., vypovidaji o dobyvaénych valkach, které tehdy Egypt’ané v Nubii vedli. Vysled- 
kem téchto valek byla kolonizace Nubie a jeji vojenské ovladnuti prvnimi panovniky 12. dynastie. Jizni hranice 
Egypta se posunula od 1. ke 2. kataraktu, tj. zhruba o 300 km na jih. Pozdéji za Nové frie se tato hranice 
v dalSich vybojich posunula jeSté hloubéji na jih. Nilskym ddolim proudili z Egypta na jih do Niabie a opa¢nym 
smérem nejen vojaci a bohata kofist véetné vale¢nych zajatci — otroki, ale i obchodnici, Grednici, knéZi, 
kuryfri a prosti poutnici. Také jejich svédectvi — nékdy jen pouhé jméno — nalezlo své misto na skalach N dbie. 
Avsak 1 zdanlivé jednoduché a kratké napisy maji svij vyznam. Jako celek pak predstavuji pisemné pamatky 
zaznamenané na nubijskych skalach zvlaStni a velmi cenny historicky pramen. 

Neméné zvlaStni a cenné svédectvi o zivoté davnych obyvatel Nabie nam podavaji také skalni kresby. 
Na obou ¢s. koncesich jich bylo objeveno a dokumentovano na pét tisic. VétSinou jsou to rytiny provedené 
ruznou technikou. Na nékolika mistech se vSak pod skalnimi previsy dochovaly i malby. V namétech skalnich 
kreseb se zrcadli vSe, cim jiz od pravéku Zili obyvatelé Nabie. Jsou na nich zobrazeni nejen lovci, rybari, pas- 
tevcia zemédélci, ale i divoka zvirata — sloni, Zirafy, nosorozci, hroSi, lvi, pStrosi, gazely, vzacné zvire okapi — 
a lovecké scény. Velmi pocetné jsou zastoupeny kresby skotu, velblouda, osli, koni, ale i lodi, kmenovych zna- 
éek a symbolt. A mezi tim vSim jsou skalni kresby jezdct, muZu i zen, jednotlivcti i celych skupin, dokonce 
1 scény erotické. Umélecka hodnota nékterych skalnich kreseb je vysoka a stejné dilezity je jejich vyznam 
historicky, nebot’ jsou misty jedinym pramenem k poznani uréitych obdobi déjin Nuibie, prastaré krizovatky 
kultur severovychodni Afriky. 

Vedle epigrafického praizkumu byl na obou és. koncesich v Nubii proveden i povrchovy archeologicky 
pruzkum. Ten prinesl rovnéz zajimavé a historicky dulezité vysledky, i kdyz ne tak spektakularni jako v pripadé 
nékterych unikatnich skalnich napisti. Povrchovy archeologicky prizkum mél teritorialné ponékud Siri zabér 
nez pruzkum epigraficky a zahrnoval kromé pobfrezniho pasma skal i okraje pouSté po obou bfezich Nilu. 
Pri archeologickém prazkumu bylo na obou koncesich objeveno celkem 47 lokalit véetné tfi velkych a dvou 
malych pohrebist, sedmi skalnich hrobek, Sesti straznich vézi, jednoho lomu, aj. V ramci expedice byla 
uskuteénéna i obtizna vyprava na velbloudech do hloubi Vychodni pouSté, do Sahrigatu. Podnétem k této 
vypravé se staly informace mistnich kocovnikt z kmene Ababda o pamatkach a napisech, které Gdajné v téch 
mistech vidéli. Skutecné se tam podafilo objevit jen cisterny na vodu vytesané do skal mozna zcela nedavno, 
v 19. stoleti. 

Na vysledky archeologického povrchového pruzkumu bezprostfedné navazal vyzkum velkého mohylového 
pohrebisté zapadné od vesnice Naga Vadi Sijala el-Gibli v prostoru ddoli Vadi Qitna. Béhem prizkumu 
zde totiz bylo objeveno do té doby neznamé pozdné rimské az Casné byzantské pohfebisté s kamennymi mohyla- 
mi. Jeho vyzkum pak poskytl vzacnou pfilezitost prispét k dukladnéjSimu poznani socialnich, ekonomickych 
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i ekologickych pomért v Nabii mezi 2. pol. 3. stoleti a koncem 5. stol. n. 1., neklidného obdobi doznivani rimské, 
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resp. merojské kultury a pocatkt krestanstvi, velkych etnickych migraci a konflikti. Prozkoumano bylo také 
mohylové pohyebisté na lokalité KalabSa-Jih. 

Opravdu neobvykly a velmi slozity Gkol stal pred ¢s. expedici na vyznamné archeologické lokalité Severni 
koncese v Tafé, antické Taphis, znamé svymi fimskymi pamatkami, dvéma chramy a skalni kapli. Ukol ulozeny 
egyptskymi urady byl prosty: lokalizovat a prozkoumat tzv. Jizni chram v Tafé. Jeho obtiznost v8ak spocivala 
v tom, ze po tomto chramu, z vétSi Casti znic¢eném v letech 1860— 1880, jiz nebyla na povrchu ani stopa. Zbytky 
chramu bylo mozné predpokladat pod mohutnou vrstvou bahna, kterd se v prostoru Tafy vytvofrila po posta- 
veni prvni prehrady u Asuanu na prelomu stoleti. Hledat vlastné jiz jen pidorys nevelkého chramu pod péti- 
metrovou vrstvou bahna, a to na vice nez 0,5 km? velké plose, si opravdu nezadalo s prisloveénym hledanim 
jehly v kupce sena. K freSeni dkolu nakonec pfispél ,,knihovnicky“ objev dvou daguerrotypii tohoto chramu, 
porizenych v letech 1848—1851 francouzskymi cestovateli Felixem Teynardem a Maximem du Campem. 
Z perspektivy rozeklaného skalniho pozadi chramu se podarilo odvodit stanovisté fotografa a z ného pak 
i pravdépodobnou polohu chramu. Vykopana sonda pfedpokladanou lokaci chrdmu prokazala. Zaroven 
se vSak potvrdilo, ze chram byl rozebran a znicen a ze se z ného dochovaly prakticky jen zaklady di. 

Souéasné s vyzkumy v Tafé zahajila és. expedice geodetické prace na nedaleké, severnéji polozené lokalité 
Kertasi. Prace se soustredily do prostoru rimské pevnosti, ktera pravdépodobné slouZila jako soucast rimského 
opevnéni na jizni hranici Impéria a snad i jako tabor pro otroky z nedalekych lomut. V souvislosti s Cinnosti 
v Kertadsi byly provedeny i men’i povrchové archeologické vyzkumy v lomech ve Vychodni pouSsti, na Mons 
Claudianu a Mons Porphyritu, s cilem shromazZdit doplfujici poznatky o organizaci lamani kamene v fimské 
dobé. | 

V Sirsim ramci praci és. expedice v Nabii v 1. pol. 60. let byl uskuteénén jeSté jeden epigraficky vyzkum 
nevelkého rozsahu, ale znacného egyptologického vyznamu. Expedice’ se na kaZdou, nékolik mésict v roce 
trvaici sez6nu prepravovala z Ceskoslovenska letecky do Kahiry a odtud do Asuanu k nalodéni na katamaran 
Sadik en-Nuaba dvéma automobily. Cesta vozy probihala po méné frekventované silnici podél Rudého mofe az 
k jejimu tehdejsimu nejjiznéjsimu okraji, k mistu Marsa cAlam, a odtud zpét na zapad k nilskému tdoli napri¢ 
Vychodni pousti. Pravé tento asek liduprazdnymi, divokymi soutéskami udolf Vadi Mia byl z celé cesty do Ni- 
bie nejnebezpeénéjsi. Egyptologicka literatura uvadéla v tomto odlehlém tdoli pouze existenci starych zlatych 
dolt ve Vadi Barramija a skalniho chramu Setchiho I. v Kanais. Pozorné sledovani okolnich skal podél cesty, 
na néz byli Clenové expedice zvykli jiz z epigrafického pruzkumu v Nubii, vedlo k objevu tri desitek egyptskych 
skalnich napisi pochazejicich z nejraznéjsich dob, od 1. dynastie az po reckou dobu, vétSinou vSak z obdobi 
Nové rise. Objev napist prispél k lepSimu poznani jak duleZitosti této komunikace, tak i hospodarského vyzna- 
mu této casti Vychodni pouSté pro staré Egypt’any. 

Prehled védecké aktivity és. expedice v Nabii by nebyl apIny bez zminky 0 mezinarodnim antropologickém 
ukolu, ktery zde resil egyptologicky astav ve spolupraci s Univerzitou Komenského v Bratislavé. Vyzkumny 
aikol zahrnoval antropologicka méfeni vybranych skupin soucasné nibijské populace v souvislosti s jejim 
prestéhovanim z Nubie na sever od Asuanu do oblasti Kom Omba. 

Vysledkem expedic egyptologického fstavu do Niabie v ramci zachranné akce UNESCO bylo predevsim 
shromazdéni rozsahlé védecké dokumentace pamatek, k jejich prozkoumani a védeckému zpracovani se Cesko- 
slovensko zavazalo. Terénni etapa plnéni téchto akoli byla splnéna, jak jiz bylo uvedeno, v prvni poloviné 
60. let. Védecké vyhodnoceni a publikace vSech objevenych, resp. zkoumanych pamatek byly ovSem Casové 
mnohem naroénéjsi. Kromé nékolika menSich akolt byla prevazna Cast shromazdéného epigrafického a archeo- 
logického materiadlu jiz zpracovana a publikovana nebo je pyipravena k tisku. Nejdtilezitéjsi soubory — skalni 
napisy, skalni kresby a ndlezy z vykopavek ve Vadi Qitné — jsou publikovany v podobé velkych monografii, 
ostatni pak v menSich pracich, studiich a védeckych ¢lancich. VSechny publikace jsou vydavany cizojazyéné, 

jsirsi mezinarodni verejnosti. Expedice 
do Nabie nebyly vsak pro Ceskoslovensko jen védeckym a kulturné politickym pfinosem. NaSe zemé ziskala 
jako projev. uznani za poskytnutou pomoc od egyptské vlady ¢ast objevenych pamatek z Nubie. Jde predevsim 
o nékteré nalezy z vykopavek ve Wadi Qitné, ale i fragmenty kamennych a hlinénych sarkofagt z Naga el-Fariq 
a Naga el-Baticha aj. Pamatky byly predany Narodnimu muzeu v Praze, resp. jeho slozce Naprstkovu muzeu, 
kde jiz také byly na samostatné vystavé predstaveny verejnosti. Koneéné je treba uvést jesté jeden duleZzity pri- 
nos naSich nubijskych expedic. Egyptska vlada ocenila nezistnost a védecky vyznam Cs. tiéasti na akci UNESCO 
a vyhovéla Zadosti Cs. egyptologického ustavu o poskytnuti koncese k dlouhodobym vyzkumiim na pyramido- 
vych polich v lokalité Abasir, tedy v pamatkové nejcennéjs§i oblasti Egypta. Tato oblast je az na nékolik vyjimek, 
mezi néz se vysledky své prace v Nabii na§ astav zaradil, rezervovana predevSim pro egyptské archeology. 
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Ptahsepsesova mastaba v Abusiru 


Jiz Lepsiova expedice, ktera v Egypté pracovala v letech 1842—1843, si na okraji Abusiru povsimla 
rozvalin nadpadné velkého objektu. Povazovala jej tehdy za zbytky pyramidy a na svych planech a v seznamu 
pamatek mu pfisoudila por. & XIX (tzn. v pofadi 19. pyramida, pocitano od nejsevernéjsiho mista vyskytu 
pyramid v Egypté, od Aba RavaSe). Vyzkum tohoto objektu byl zahajen az o piulstoleti pozdéji, v leté 1893, 
francouzskym archeologem J. de Morganem. De Morgan v&Sak neprovadél systematicky vyzkum a v terénu 
nepostupoval metodou plo’ného odkryvu. Provadél jen sondaze, které sice vedly k rychlému podani dukazu, 
ze nejde o pyramidu, ale zéroven k nepochopeni objevené pamatky. Ve skutecnosti de Morgan uplné odkryl 
pouze dvé mistnosti (zédsti pak jeSté nékolik dalSich) velké hrobky typu mastaby (mastaba znamena arabsky 
lavice). UpIné odkryl1 mistnost s dvojici Sestistvolovych lotosovych sloupa a mistnost se tremi nikami, zcasti pak 
portik do pilifového dvora, ktery mylné povazoval za ¢ast uli¢ky mezi hrobkami. Z napisu na sténach v odkry- 
tych mistnostech — jak se pozdéji ukadzalo, slo shodou okolnosti o ty, které mély jako jediné v celé hrobce 
z vétsi CAsti dochovanou reliéfni vyzdobu stén — poznal, Ze jde o hrobku velmoZe PtahSepsese, ktery zil v dobé 
5. dynastie a byl souéasnikem faraéni Sahurea, Neferirkarea, Raneferefa a Nevoserrea — stavitelt abisirskych 
pyramid. Celkové v8ak de Morgan rozsah ani vyznam pamatky, kterou objevil, nepochopil. Na tom nic nezméni- 
ly ani kratké, spiSe ,,pracovni navstévy“ nezZ vyzkumy nékterych egyptologt v PtahSepsesové mastabé v nasle- 
dujicich letech. Architekturu mastaby zkoumal kratce po de Morganovi L. Borchardt, vedouci némecke 
expedice, které v Abasiru pracovala v letech 1902—1904. Dal&i némecky egyptolog, H. Schafer, poridil 
v PtahSepsesové mastabé opisy ndpisi doprovazejicich scény v reliéfech. Pocatkem 40. let, béhem svého 
dlouhodobého pobytu v Egypté, navstivil Ptah’epsesovu mastabu také éesky egyptolog J. Cerny. I on tam 
posidil opisy v8ech dostupnych ndpisi. Pri opisovani text si vSak uvédomil, ze jde o hrobku velmi vyznamne 
historické osobnosti, z niz de Morgan zrejmé vykopal pouze cast. Kdyz se potom pri zalozeni egyptologického 
ustavu zvazovaly rfiizné alternativy dlouhodobé orientace Ceskoslovenského terénniho vyzkumu v Egypté 
(bez ohledu na pripravované z4chranné akce UNESCO v Niabii), byl to pravé ndzor J. Cerného, ktery 
ovlivnil F. Lexu i Z. Zabu a nakonec i volbu lokality a objektu: Abasir — PtahSepsesova mastaba. Vedle 
okolnosti védeckych bylo ov8em prihlédnuto i k divodim ekonomickym a organizaénim, k blizkosti Kahiry, 
a tedy moZnosti denné na zvolené terénni pracovi8té astavu dojizdét. Nemalou dlohu v rozhodovani sehralo 
i prestizZni postaveni pyramidového pole u Abasiru v egyptské archeologii. K udéleni souhlasu egyptskych 
atad&i s volbou Abdsiru pak pjispélo velmi aktivni zapojeni se Cs. egyptologického ustavu do nubijské 
zachranné akce UNESCO. 7 

V PtahSepsesové mastabé v Abisiru zacala ¢s. expedice pracovat v ‘kvétnu 1960: Z administrativniho 
hlediska Slo o typ vyzkumu, ktery je v Egypté oznacovan jako ¢CiSténi (angl. cleaning). Ten na rozdil od 
»nizsiho” typu, jimZ je prizkum (angl. survey), umoznoval provadét vykopavky a pofrizovat védeckou do- 
kumentaci. V porovnani s ,,vyssim“ typem vykopavkami (angl. excavations) vSak jeSté nedovoloval déleni 
nalezii mezi egyptsky stat a ndlezce. Licenci na cleaning vystavuji egyptské irady tém zahrani¢nim expedicim, 
které ziskaly politicky souhlas se zahajenim své prace v zemi, ale zatim nemaji praktické zkuSenosti z provadéni 
terénniho vyzkumu ve specifickych podminkach Egypta. Uréity Casovy odstup a hodnoceni vysledkt pak umoz- 
fuji egyptskym tradim rozhodnout o pripadné zméné statutu vyzkumné licence. Usili prispét k lepSimu poznani 
vyvoje egyptské spoleénosti v poloviné 3. tisicileti pr. n. 1. se stalo zakladnim védeckym cilem vyzkumu ustavu 
v PtahSepsesové mastabé v Abisiru. V té dobé dospél nejstarsi egyptsky stat, Stara riSe, ke svému vrcholu. Byla 
to doba aZasného rozmachu Egypta, vzletné nékdy nazyvana ,,érou staviteli pyramid“, doba rozvoje zemé- 
délské vyroby, femesel, obchodu i nejstarsiho pisemnictvi. Zaroveri to v8ak byla doba hlubokych spolecenskych 
promén Egypta s mnoZicimi se projevy naristajici hospoddrské i politické krize. Gigantické stavby pyramid 
panovnikii 4. dynastie nemohly zistat bez vaznych hospodarskych nasledki, zpisobenych umrtvenim obrov- 
skych materidlnich zdroja a vazdnim nedmérné velkého poétu pracovnich sil zemé v neproduktivni oblasti, na 
pohfebi8tich a v zAdusnim kultu. Pokusy feSit prohlubujici se rozpory reorganizacemi statni spravy neuspély. 
Zaroven dochazelo k vyznamnym posuntim ideovym, od jemnych teologickych spekulaci o priorité nékterych 
naboZenskych predstav az po velké zlidovéni principa zaduSniho kultu, kdy se stale SirSi vrstvy spolecnosti zacaly 
zmocnovat nékterych, pavodné jen krdlovskych privilegii. Centralizovana statni moc za¢ala upadat a naopak se 
upeviiovala moc nékterych kategorii Gfednictva, knézstva a predevsim provincni Slechty. Cely slozity proces se 
plné projevil v 5. dynastii a vyvrcholil v ndsledujici 6. dynastii hospodafskym ipadkem, spoletenskymi konflikty 
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a konecné aplnym zanikem Staré friSe. K objasnéni tak zavazné kapitoly v déjindch lidstva, tzn. rozpadu 
nejstarsiho statu na svété, vSak dosavadni pramenny material nesta¢il. Bylo nutné systematicky vyhledavat 
novy a ten mohly poskytnout pouze vykopavky na archeologickych lokalitach z obdobi Staré riSe. Vzhledem 
k technické obtiznosti vykopavek v nilském ddoli, kde predevsim byla sidlisté soustfedéna, bylo proto treba vé- 
novat pozornost velkym pohyebistim ze Staré rise rozkladajicim se na okrajich pou&té, pfevazné na zapadnim 
brehu Nilu, od Delty na severu az po 1. katarakt na jihu. Zvldstni a velmi vyznamné postaveni mezi témito 
pohrebisti ma soubor kralovskych nekropoli v oblasti sidelniho mésta Staré ri8e Memfidy, pyramidova pole 
v Aba Ravasi, Gize, Zavijet el-Arjanu, Abdsiru, Sakkadfe, DahSaru a Meidimu. 

Vykopavky v PtahSepsesové mastabé byly zahajeny v r. 1960 a vzhledem k naléhavéjsim ukolim pfi akci 
UNESCO v Nabi probihaly az do r. 1974 v kratSich etapach, vykopovych kampanich, jichz se v tomto obdobi 
uskutecnilo celkem sedm. Mnohaleté usili nevelkého kolektivu és. odbornika, ktery musel Casto pracovat 
v obtiznych podminkach, pfrineslo bohaté védecké vysledky. Na rozdil od de Morganovych zavért se ukazalo, 
ze PtahSepsesovu mastabu tvori obrovsky a Clenity stavebni komplex. Hrobka ma obdélnikovy ptidorys (asi 
40 X 50 m) a je orientovana svou dlouhou osou ve sméru sever-jih. Obklopovala ji mohutna cihlova zed’. 
Mastaba, postavena z vapencovych bloki, ma nadzemni a podzemni Cast. Nadzemni Cast je velmi Clenita 
a zahrnuje na Ctyri desitky mistnosti: portiky, kaple, sklady, chodby a schodisté, ale i velky otevreny pilifovy 
dvur a unikatni, v podobnych stavbach zatim v Egypté nikde nedolozenou velkou mistnost ve tvaru lodi. 
Podzemni Cast, substrukturu mastaby tvorila sarkofagova komora s mensim vyklenkem pro kanopy, pristupna 
Svazujici se chodbou. Nékteré Casti mastaby, resp. jeji architektonické ¢lanky, se napadné vymykaji béznému 
standardu tehdejSich soukromych hrobek. Prvnim pozoruhodnym architektonickym i archeologickym pfrekva- 
penim bylo zjiSténi, Ze hrobka nevznikla naraz, podle jediného planu, ale ze byla budovana postupné ve trech 
velkych etapach (nepocitame-li nékteré menSi subfaze), které umocnovaly jeji stavebni monumentalitu i vy- 
tvarnou jedinecnost. Vyvoj stavby probihal v primé souvislosti se spolecenskym postavenim jejiho majitele, 
se zavratnou kariérou PtahSepsese v neklidnych pomérech Egypta v dobé 5. dynastie. Dal8i prfekvapeni prinesl 
odkryv prostoru monumentalniho vstupu do mastaby. Tvofril ho portik s dvojici vapencovych sloupti vysokych 
6 m, které kdysi podpiraly mohutny architrav a obrovské stfesni bloky. Celkova vySka portiku dosahovala 
8 m. Doslova senzaci vzbudil tvar sloupu: byly to zatim nejstarSi svazcité osmistvolové sloupy s hlavicemi napo- 
dobujicimi uzavrena lotosova poupata. Architektonické pfekvapeni prinesla i sarkofagova komora, jejiz 
sedlovy strop byl zkonstruovan z mohutnych vapencovych bloki podobné jako v soudobych kralovskych 
pyramidach. | 

Celkové Ize rici, ze PtahSepsesova mastaba je zatim nejvétSi a stavebné nejslozitéjsi zndmou nekrdlovskou 
hrobkou ze Staré riSe. SpiSe je jiz hybridnim typem, pfechodem mezi soukromou hrobkou a kralovskym 
zadusnim chramem. 

VSechny stény mistnosti v nadzemni Casti hrobky, s vyjimkou skladi a pravdépodobné nedokonéeného 
,lodniho prostoru“, byly pivodné bohaté zdobeny scénami a napisy v reliéfech. V uzavéenych mistnostech to 
byl nizky reliéf s bohatou polychromii, v otevrenychh mistnostech negativni reliéf umoZhujici hru svétla a stinu. 
Muzeme jen litovat, ze se nam z ptivodni reliéfni vyzdoby mastaby dochovala pouze mala éast (asi 1/6), nebot 
to, co zustalo, patri jak naméty, tak provedenim k vrcholém reliéfniho uméni Staré rie. Vybér namétt byl azce 
spjat s pohrebnimi zvyky starych Egypt’ant a s jejich predstavami o posmrtném Zivoté. Vyzdoba jednotlivych 
mistnosti pak primo souvisela s jejich konkrétnimi funkcemi v hrobce a v zaduSnim kultu. Ve vstupnich mistno- 
stech hrobky se pravdépodobné nachazel PtahSepsestv biograficky napis, historicky velmi cenny, dochovany 
vsak jen v nékolika zlomcich. Ve dvou mistnostech nadsledujicich za vstupem do mastaby se dochovaly ty 
nejhezci reliéfy. Setkavame se zde s lodémi privazejicimi po Nilu do PtahSepsesovy hrobky produkty z Ptah- 
Sepsesovych statku urcené k materialnimu zabezpeceni jeho zadusniho kultu, s fezniky pordzejicimi obétni 
zvirata, s remesiniky-sochari, kovolitci a truhlari, pracujicimi ve svych dilnach, se zahradniky obdélavajicimi 
zahrady a pole a prinaSejicimi majiteli hrobky vrchovaté nalozené koSe s ovocem a zeleninou, s chovateli dribe- 
ze — jerabi, hus, kachen, holubii aj. Podle predstav starych Egypt'anti se vSechny produkty, jejichz priprava 
je na sténach hrobky znazornéna, staly po vykonani zaduSnich obfradt, po vyréeni magickych formuli knézem 
— predCitatelem textu z posvatného papyrového svitku — skutecnosti. Zemyely tak, diky témto ,,zkamenélym 
obrazum“ a je doprovazejicim a doplnujicim napisim, mohl prichdzet z onoho svéta do hrobky pro obétiny 
a Zit navéky. 

Na pilitovy dvar se pod paprsky v8emocného sluneéniho boha Rea prinaSely obéti. Na pilirfich je v zivotni 
velikosti znazornén v negativnim reliéfu PtahSepses tak, aby uvadél navstévnika hrobky od velkého kamenného 
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oltare v jizni Casti dvora k mistu pohrbu — sarkofagové komo*e v severovychodni Casti hrobky. Sarkofagova 
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komora, jejiz podlaha se nachazi asi 3 m pod trovni podlahy nadzemni Casti hrobky, obsahuje dva skrinové 
sarkofagy z Cervené asuanské zuly. Jeden z nich byl urcen pro PtahSepsese, druhy pro jeho manZelku princeznu 
Chamerernebtej, dceru faraona Nevoserrea. 

Jiz ve starovéku, od konce Nové fiSe, zacala byt PtahSepsesova mastaba soustavné nicena. Stala se, tak 
jako mnohé jiné kralovské i soukromé hrobky v okoli, ,,.lomem‘“, kde se dal pohodIné ,,tézit“ vapenec, Zula, 
bazalt, alabastr aj. na stavbu novych hrobek nebo na ruzné stavby v nilském udoli. Pri destrukci byla hlavni 
pozornost zaméfena na oblozeni stén z jemného bilého vapence pochazejiciho z lomti v Ture na vychodnim 
brehu Nilu, kdezto jadro zdi z hrubého naZloutlého vapence, lamaného pobliz stavenisté hrobky na zapadnim 
brehu Nilu, zustavalo stranou zajmu. Jak tomu byva, zlé se nékdy miZe obratit v dobré, a tak tomu bylo i v pfi- 
padé rozsahle poSkozené stavby PtahSepsesovy mastaby. Na obnaZeném jadru zdi, z nichz bylo strhano obloZeni 
s reliéfy, se po odstranéni mnohametrovych vrstev pisku a suti objevily na hrubych blocich kratké napisy 
a znacky, tzv. stavebni graffita, ktera tam zanechali stavitelé hrobky. Zpravidla byla rychle a v kurzivni podobé 
zaznamenana Stétcem Cervenou, Cernou Ci Zlutou barvou. Celkem se jich podarilo objevit vic nez Ctyfi sta 
a predstavuji zatim nejvét8i soubor pisemnych pamatek tohoto druhu dochovany z obbdobi Staré riSe. VEdecka 
hodnota graffit je nesmirna. Obsahuji nejen primé ddaje o postupu stavebnich praci pri budovani mastaby, 
ale také o administrativnim a organiza¢cnim zazemi stavby. Predstavuji novy, zatim malo znamy a docenhovany 
pramen k poznavani organizace prace, technickych znalosti a uméni ,,staviteld pyramid“. 

Vedle architektury, reliéfti a stavebnich graffit se béhem vykopavek v PtahSepsesové mastabé podarilo 
objevit a dokumentovat velké mnoZstvi — okolo 10 tisic — archeologickych artefaktu: zlomky reliéfu, soch, 
keramiky, kultovnich predmétt, pracovnich nastrojt, ale i sekundarni pohrby z pozdéjSich obdobi apod. 
Nalezy ve svém celku vypovidaji — diky epigrafickym pamatkam nékdy velmi Zivé a podrobné — o majiteli 
hrobky, o jeho zavratném vzestupu z kralovského manikuristy a holice aZ na predstavitele statni spravy zemé 
a nakonec faraonova zeté. Neprimo také vypovidaji o neklidné dobé 5. dynastie,, o rozporech ve vladnoucim 
rodu a prohlubujici se hospodarské krizi zemé. Shromazdénim cenného pramenného historického materialu 
splnil vyzkum PtahSepsesovy mastaby zaméry, s nimiz byl zahajovan. Stal se hlubokou sondou do ¢tyfi a pul 
tisicileti vzdalené, slozité a zatim malo probadané spolecenské i hospodarské problematiky nejstarSiho egypt- 
ského statu. 


Jizni pole v Abusiru 


Po dokonéeni odkryvu PtahSepsesovy mastaby v poloviné 70. let se dalSi orientace terénniho vyzkumu 
a egyptologického dstavu vibec ocitla na kriZovatce. Po smrti prof. Z. Zaby a kratce nato i jeho ndstupce 
dr. F. Vahaly doSlo k citelnému oslabeni tstavu. V této slozité situaci se nakonec prosadila koncepce kKontinuity 
cinnosti v Egypté, jejimz zakladem mél byt opét terénni vyzkum v Abisiru. Poznatky ziskané z dosavadnich 
praci v PtahSepsesové mastabé i prehodnoceni starSich nalezu némecké expedice z pocatku naSeho stoleti a je- 
jich konfrontace s dalSimi publikovanymi soudobymi epigrafickymi a archeologickymi prameny vedly tehdy 
k presvédéeni, Ze kli¢ové dilezité a dosud chybéjici prameny k déjinam Egypta poloviny 3. tis. pr. n. 1., obdobi 
vrcholného rozkvétu a pocinajiciho rozpadu nejstarsiho egyptského statu — Staré riSe, je mozné nalézt pravé 
v Abasiru na jizni, dosud nezkoumané Casti nekropole. Po delSich jednanich nakonec egyptské trady velkoryse 
poskytly egyptologickému ustavu rozsahlou koncesi k vyzkumu v prostoru jizné od Neferirkareova pyrami- 
dového komplexu. Koncese dostala pracovni oznaceni ,,Abasir — jizni pole“. Rozsah této koncese a pfred- 
pokladana egyptologicka narocnost vyzkumu na strané jedné a omezené kadrové, financni a materialné 
technické moZnosti tistavu na strané druhé vyzadovaly od samého poéatku zamérit se na perspektivné komplex- 
ni pojeti vyzkumu, na hledani novych a efektivnich pracovnich metod, technik a optimalnich organiza¢nich 
forem. Neni nutné zvlast’ zdiraznovat, ze tato koncepce vyzkumu v sobé skryvala i nemala rizika. 
Vyzkum Abiasiru — jizniho pole, zahdjeny v fijnu 1976, se dlouhodobé rozviji ve ¢tyfech zakladnich, 
vzajemné se doplnujicich smérech: 
— v archeologické prospekci lokality, 
— ve vykopavkach, tzn. sondaZnich a ploSnych odkryvech, 
— ve vyhodnocovani a zpracovavani nalezii (véetné doplfiujicich laboratornich expertiz), 
— vy rekonstrukci a prezentaci nejvyznamnéjsich objevenych stavebnich objekté a archeologickych artefaktu. 
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Takto koncipovany dlouhodoby, systematicky a komplexni vyzkum ovSem presahuje ramec mozZnosti 
_ istavu, a proto je zajistovan koordinovanym dsilim odborniké z riznych védeckych pracovist v CSFR. Je také 
treba dodat, ze vyzkum, probihajici pod odbornym dohledem pfislusnych egyptskych organi, se musi fFidit 
egyptskymi predpisy, predevsim zdkonem o pamatkach. Prvni etapa povrchového prizkumu kombinovaneho 
s geofyzikalni prospekci lokality poskytla obecnou, avSak velmi dilezitou predstavu o rozsahu a zakladnim 
charakteru jejich pamatek. UmoZnila rovnéz je&8té pfed vykopdvkami archeologicky rozdélit Abasir — Jizni 
pole na tri sektory: vychodni, centralni a zapadni. 

V ychodni sektor jizniho pole zahrnuje rozlehlou plan, svaZujici se jihovychodnim smérem od Nevoserreo- 
va zadusniho chramu k okraji nilského ddoli, k zahrad4m a polim vesnice Abdsiru. Jizni okraj sektoru tvofi 
mélké adolf tahnouci se od vychodu k zdpadu. Na vychodnim okraji sektoru se nachazi nevysoky izolovany 
pahorek, napadné vystupujiciz jinak jiz plochého reliéfu terénu. Upoutal jiz Lepsiovu expedici, ktera ho pova- 
zovala za zbytek pyramidy (é. 28) a pozdéji, pocatkem naSeho stoleti, se stal dokonce predmétem nevelkeho 
zjistovaciho vyzkumu dal&i némecké expedice v Abiasiru, tentokrat Borchardtovy. Zavér vyzkumu nebyl zcela 
presvédtivy, nicméné Borchardt se priklonil k nazoru, Ze jde o rozvaliny pyramidy z obdobi Stfedni fise. 
Geofyzikalni prospekce (8lo o aplikaci magnetometrické a elektrické odporové metody), provedena Cceskoslo- 
venskou expedici v celém vychodnim sektoru, vsak tento nazor spiSe zpochybnila nez potvrdila: podle namere- 
nych hodnot jde spiSe o prirodni Gtvar, pahorek, na jehoz dbodi jsou zbytky cihlovych staveb. Konetné slovo 
ovsem feknou teprve budouci archeologické vykopavky. Geofyzikalni prospekce lokality vSak predevsim 
ukazala, Ze cely prostor vychodniho sektoru vyplfiuje rozs4hla aglomerace mengich pravoihlych struktur, 
postavenych ze suSenych cihel a vapence. Po doplnéni idaji z povrchového archeologického prizkumu bylo 
mozné aglomeraci predbéZné hodnotit jako rozhlehly hrbitov s desitkami hrobek typu mastaby. Archeologické 
vykopavky navazujici na prospekci tento predpoklad plné potvrdily. 

Archeologicky vyzkum metodou plogného odkryvu byl zahajen na zapadnim okraji sektoru v misté, o némz 
se dalo predpokladat, Ze na ném bude centrum pohfebi&té s nejstarsimi a pravdépodobné i nejvyznamnéjsimi 
hrobkami. Jiz objev a odkryv prvni mastaby pfinesl hned nékolik prekvapeni najednou. Predevisim se ukazalo, 
ze jde o hrobku princezny Chekeretnebtej, dcery panovnika 2. pol. 5. dynastie Dzedkarea Isesiho, pohrbeného 
nikoli v Abasiru, ale na sousedni krdlovské nekropoli v Sakkafe. Ndlez mastaby umozZnil zpfesnit chronologii 
hitbitova ve V¥chodnim sektoru, ale zaroveft poprvé nastolil otazku zdanlivé nelogické historické situace: proc 
panovnik Dzedkare opustil krdlovskou nekropoli v Abisiru a souéasné tam nechal zalozit hrbitov prislusnikt 
své rodiny, kte¢i by spise méli byt pohibeni v jeho blizkosti. Dalim prekvapenim bylo zjiSténi, ze se Cheke- 
retnebtejina mastaba uchovala v nebyvale dobrém stavu az do navich dni. Jeji superstruktura se dokonce do- 
chovala z velké édsti ve své paivodni vySce, na nékolika mistech i s kamennymi stropnimi deskami in situ. Su- 
perstruktura byla postavena ve dvou stavebnich etapach: pivodni hrobka byla kratce po dokonéeni rozsifena 
k severu a V této pristavbé byla pohrbena dvorni dama Tisethor, snad Chekeretnebtejina dcera. Superstrukturu, 
tj. nadzemni Cast mastaby, tvori predsin, obétni kaple princezny Chekeretnebtej a serddb (arabsky sklep, 
v egyptskych hrobkach oznaéeni slepé mistnosti pro sochu majitele hrobky). V roz8ifené, severni Casti super- 
struktury je pak kaple Tisethory. Na sténach Chekeretnebtejinych kultovnich mistnosti byly objeveny vzacné 
ndsténné malby se scénami zadusni hostiny, hudebniky, fezniky, obétinami apod. Malby jsou sice kompozicne 
i provedenim jednoduché a skromné, ale pozoruhodna a z uméleckohistorického hlediska cenna je skutecnost, 
ze nebyly dokonéeny. Zuistaly v rizném stadiu rozpracovani a dnes nam nazorné dokumentuji pracovni postup 
a techniku staroegyptskych malifa. V obétni kapli byly nalezeny zlomky nedplné Chekeretnebtejiny stely — 
tzv. nepravych dveri, v serddbu pak torza dvou princezninych dievénych soch. Serdab vydal jesté jeden, tento- 
krat v’ak zcela neéekany ndlez: kostrové pozistatky muZe, ktery tam byl pohrben v pomérné nedavné dobé, 
asi pred 40 lety. Nelze si nepolozit otazku, zda tento ,,objev“ nesouvisi se skutecnosti, Ze pravé v te dobé, tzn. 
asi ve étyricatych letech, se nejdfive do soukromé sbirky v Evropé a pak do muzea v Brooklynu v USA dostal 
jeden zlomek Chekeretnebtejiny stély — tzv. nepravych dverfi. 

Podzemni é4st mastaby, Chekeretnebtejina sarkofagova komora (Tisethorina sarkofagova komora v pri- 
stavéné édsti mastaby byla zcela zniéena), vsak skryvala je&té vétsi prekvapeni. Stavitel mastaby Spatné odhadl 
tlak, ktery bude shora piisobit nas strop komory, a tak se kratce po dokonéeni stavby a ulozeni princezny do 
sarkofagu jedna z vapencovych stropnich desek proboyila a komora byla zavalena suti a zdivem ze superstruk- 
tury. Zlodéji, kte?i se poprvé do hrobky vloupali pravdépodobné jiz béhem 1. prechodného obdobi, se zalekli 
hrozivé situace uvnitt komory a skuteénosti, Ze jediny neopatrny pohyb by mohl vést k prolomeni dalSich 
naprasklych stropnich desek a zavaleni celé komory. Vyloupili proto jen sarkofag mimo sutovy zaval. Ta 
éAst pohiebni vybavy, ktera se nachadzela pod zavalem, se dochovala az do dne&ni doby: miniaturni symbolic- 
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ké médéné a kamenné nadobky pouZivané pri obradech tzv. otevirani ast, alabastrova tabulka posvatnych oleju, 
poskozena alabastrova podhlavni¢ka, jemna keramika aj. Z princezniny mumie se na&ly jen cary popsanych 
obinadel a neaplIné kostrové poztstatky podobné jako ve vedlejsi komofre Tisethory. Antropoloické zkou- 
mani ukazalo, ze Chekeretnebtej zemyela asi 35leta, Tisethor asi 16leté a ze to pravdépodobné byly matka 
s dcerou. 

Nikoli dochované epigrafické pamatky, ale predevSim stratigrafie ukazala, ze mastaba prince Neser- 
kauhora, sousedici na jihovychodé s Chekeretnebtejinou hrobkou, je o néco mladsi. Svym planem se od Che- 
keretnebtejiny hrobky v zasadé nelisi. Také pouZity stavebni material — suSené cihly a hrubé opracovany 
vapenec — je stejny, snad jen stim rozdilem, Ze bylo pouZito vice levnéjsich cihel. Neprekvapuje proto, ze Ne- 
serkauhorova hrobka — ktera navic lezi na svazujicim se terénu v nizSi poloze a blize okraji pohrebiSté a byla 
tedy vice vystavena destrukénim a erozivnim vlivim — je i vice poS8kozena. Substruktura hrobky, tzn. pohrebni 
komora a pfistupova vertikalni Sachta, byla objevena prazdna, dokonce v ni nebyl nalezen ani sarkofag. 
Protoze nebyla objevena ani stopa po sarkofagu, Ize predpokladat, ze byl bud’ drevény a pozdéji beze zbytku 
zniceny, anebo ze z néjakého divodu nakonec princ v hrobce vuibec pohfrben nebyl. K egyptologickym otaz- 
nikum kolem této mastaby patri i blok se jménem a tituly Neserkauhora a pohfrebni formuli. Puvodné byl 
umistén v obétni kapli v jizni Casti superstruktury mastaby a pri vyzkumu byl objeven v zasypu Sachty ve- 
douci do sarkofagové komory sousedni Chekeretnebtejiny hrobky. Chronologickou otazku ostatné vyvolalo 
uz Samo jméno Neserkauhor, vytvorené podle podobného vzoru jako jméno panovnika Menkauhora. Predpo- 
klad, ze by mohlo jit o syna Menkauhora, predchtidce faraOna Dzedkarea, je vSak zpochybnovan archeolo- 
gickou situaci, z niz vyplyva, Ze Neserkauhorova hrobka je mlad&i nez hrobka Chekeretnebtejina. 

Mastaba pisare Idua a jeho manZzelky Chenit, postavena jizné od Chekeretnebtejiny hrobky, byla rovnéz 
vyloupena jiz ve starovéku. Je také silné poSkozena a z jeji superstruktury se dochovalo jen torzo. I toto 
torzo vSak umoznilo rekonstruovat plan hrobky. Jde o tzv. chodbovy typ mastaby s jedinou azkou dlouhou 
obétni mistnosti ve vychodni Casti superstruktury. Na jiznim konci obétni mistnosti byl in situ nalezen zbytek 
stély nepravych dveri Idua, na severnim konci pak zbytek stély Chenity. Vyzkum ukazal, ze mastaba byla 
rozsahle prestavéna v souvislosti s dodate¢nym vybudovanim samostatné pohrebni komory pro Chenit, ktera 
svého manzZela pfrezila a prala si byt pohrbena s nim. PoSkozena a archeologicky pomérné ,,chuda“ masta- 
ba vSak poskytla prece jen jeden historicky velmi vyznamny nalez. Je jim hieraticky napis, napsany Cer- 
venou barvou na severni strané hrubé opracovaného vapencového sarkofagu objeveného v Iduové pohrebni 
komose. Napis, imyslné poSkozeny pozdéjsim pokusem o jeho stesani, poskytuje cenné tidaje o historii abisirské 
nekropole, na niz Idu ptsobil také jako predstaveny zaduSnich knézi kralovské matky Chentkaus (viz dale). 

U severozapadniho rohu Chekeretnebtejiny mastaby byla postavena jina mastaba s podobnym planem. 
Patrila princezné HedZetnebu. Stratigraficky — obé mastaby na sebe stavebné navazuji — vSak lze prokazat, 
Ze rozsireni severni Casti Chekeretnebtejiny mastaby, k némuz doSlo pri budovani samostatné pohrebni komory 
pro Tisethor, je mladSi nez mastaba Hedzetnebuina. Ta byla postavena bud’ soucasné s Chekeretnebtejinou, 
nebo kratce po ni. Také tato hrobka, postavena ze suSenych cihel a hrubé opracovanych menSich vapencovych 
bloku, byla jiz v minulosti vyloupena a poSkozena. Tim prekvapivéjsi byl objev drevéné polychromované 
sosky stojici princezny v serdabu mastaby. Nepoéetné kostrové poztstatky, nalezené ve vyloupené sarkofa- 
gové komofre, vedly k zajimavému antropologickému zjisténi: mezi Hedzetnebu a Chekeretnebtej byl pribu- 
zensky vztah, pravdépodobné byly sestry. Toto zjisténi dopInuje antropologicky material z dalSi hrobky, lezici 
severovychodné od HedZetnebuiny mastaby. Hrobka byla jeSté vice poSkozena, a protoze v ni nebyl objeven 
zadny epigraficky doklad identifikujici jejiho majitele, dostala pouze prosté archeologické oznaceni ,,masta- 
ba L“. Ve vyloupené a poborené sarkofagové komofse mastaby byly nalezeny netplné kostrové poztstatky zeny, 
ktera sice byla vyrazné starsi (50—60leta) nez princezny Chekeretnebte} a HedZetnebu, ale byla s obéma 
v pribuzenském vztahu. Tyto zdanlivé neokazalé antropologické nalezy maji mimofradny historicky vyznam. 
Doplnuji vypovéd’ epigrafickych a archeologickych prament a mimo jakoukoli pochybnost ukazuji, ze v zatim 
archeologicky zkoumané ¢asti pohrebisté ve vychodnim sektoru Jizniho pole v Abasiru byli pohrbeni predevsim 
¢élenové Dzedkareovy a mozna i Menkauhorovy kralovské rodiny z druhé poloviny 5. dynastie. Protoze se dosud 
nepodarilo najit a bezpecné prokazat télesné pozustatky ani jednoho z vladct Staré riSe, nabyvaji nové antro- 
pologické nalezy z Abiusiru zvlaStni duleZitosti. 

Ve vychodnim sektoru je zatim posledni odkrytou hrobkou mastaba spravce kralovského palace Mernefua. 
Hrobka lezi severovychodné od Chekeretnebtejiny mastaby. Svym planem se od ostatnich dosud objevenych 
mastab podstatné odliSuje. V jeji superstrukture se nenachazi zadny slozity system komor — kapli, pouze ve 
vychodni sténé byla vytvorena hluboka nika. V zapadni sténé niky byla kdysi nepochybné umisténa stéla nepra- 
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vych dveri a pred ni na podlaze pak okrouhly kamenny obétni stil, na néjz se pri zaduSnich obradech pokladaly 
obétiny. V serdabu v sousedstvi niky byla nalezena torza péti dfevénych soch velmoZe Mernefua. Hieroglyfické 
napisy na podstavcich soch uvadéji vedle jména majitele mastaby i tituly ukazujici jeho spoletenské postaveni. 
Pohrebni komora v podzemi hrobky byla shora probofrena, vyloupena a pozdéjsi stavebni destrukci zcela 
znicena. Mezi nepocetnymi archeologickymi nalezy odtud pochazejicimi stoji za zminku napr. mumifikovany 
pohlavni ad, ktery byl kdysi obinadly upevnén k télu zemyelého, a zlomek platéné, sStukem potazené a polychro- 
mované masky, puvodné polozené na obliceji mumie. 

V dobé, kdy vSechny hrobky, o nichz zatim byla zminka, jiz slouzily na kralovské nekropoli svému Géelu, 
tedy nékdy na konci 5. nebo na zacatku 6. dynaste, vznikla na volném prostranstvi, vymezeném na zapadé 
Chekeretnebtejinou, na jihu Neserkauhorovou a na severu Mernefuovou mastabou, architektonicky bizarni 
cihlova struktura. Tvorily ji tri komory — dvé v jihozapadnim a jedna v severozdpadnim rohu dvora, dale 
skupina okrouhlych obétnich stoli a libaéni bazének uprostfed dvora. V jedné z komor se zéasti dochovala 
i Cervené omalovana klenba, jeden z nejstarSich a pomérné ojedinélych nalezii svého druhu v egyptské archeo- 
logii. Poloha i usporadani souboru téchto cihlovych staveb nenechavaji pochybnosti o tom, k jakému déelu 
byly urceny. Z historickych divodt zaujala v této ¢asti pohrebisté dominantni postaveni Chekeretnebtejina 
hrobka a nadvofri pred jeji vychodni sténou se stalo mistem, kde byl soustfedén zadusni kult. Pravdépodobné 
to byl zduraznény a rozSireny kult Chekeretnebteje, ktera se zfejmé stala jakousi ,,patronkou“ této Casti hrbito- 
va. Mozna sem byl soustredén 1 zaduSni kult z okolnich hrobek, protoze hospodarské poméry jiz nedovolovaly 
udrzovat individualni kulty v kazdé hrobce zvlast’. Nalez tedy zajimavym zptsobem pfispiva k poznavani na- 
bozenskych a hospodafrskopolitickych pomérti na kralovské nekropoli ke konci Staré fie. 

Centralni sektor jizniho pole se rozprostira jizné od Neferirkareovy pyramidy a pyramidového chramu. 
Také zde povrchovy archeologicky prazkum a geofyzikalni pospekce podstatné upresnily predstavu o za- 
kladnich archeologickych objektech, jejich struktufe a orientaci jeSté pred zahajenim vykopavek. Nékteré 
z téchto objekta jsou viditelné pouhym okem a byly jiz také v minulosti lokalizovany a Casteéné i zkoumany. 
Lepsiova expedice v poloviné minulého stoleti lokalizovala dokonce ¢tyri pyramidy (¢. 23 az 26), ale je treba 
hned dodat, ze tato identifikace nebyla bez chyb. Nékteré objekty byly mylné povazovany za pyramidu a na- 
opak. Na nékolika objektech jsou patrné i stopy archeologickych sondaznich praci, ale dnes jiz nelze urCit, 
kdo a kdy je provadél. 

V centralnim sektoru jizniho pole v Abisiru zahajil Ceskoslovensky egyptologicky a&stav UK vykopavky 
jiz v r. 1976, a to v prostoru velkého pravothlého objektu pobliz jizni strany Neferirkareovy pyramidy. Jiz na 
pocatku naSeho stoleti zde provadél kratky zjiStovaci vyzkum L. Borchardt, ale kdyz doSel k nazoru, ze jde 
o dvojmastabu, prestal mistu vénovat pozornost. Vychodo-zapadni orientace objektu i jeho povrchovy prazkum 
vsak naznacovaly, ze se spiSe nez o mastabu jedna o maly pyramidovy komplex, tzn. pyramidu a k ni od vychodu 
priléhajici pyramidovy chram. Pracovni hypotéza, s niz byl v r. 1976 vyzkum zahajovan, predpokladala, 
ze by to mél byt hrobovy komplex krdlovny Chentkaus, manzelky Neferirkareovy. Uz prvni epigrafické 
nalezy vSak touto domnénkou otrasly. Z pisku se zaéal doslova i obrazné vynofrovat zcela novy, necekany 
obraz historickych udalosti, které se odehraly zhruba v poloviné 5. dynastie. Stavba byla opravdu zahajena 
v zavéru Neferirkareovy vlady jako maly pyramidovy komplex panovnikovy hlavni manzelky Chentkaus. 
Cervené hieratické graffito, objevené na bloku v zavaleném jadru pyramidy asi na drovni stropu sarkofagové 
komory, napovédélo, ze stavba hrobového komplexu byla pravdépodobné pyferuSena. K prdpokladanému 
preruSeni doSlo v 10. roce vlady blize neurceného panovnika, nejpravdépodobnéji Neferirkarea (v kontextu 
archeologickych a chronologickych souvislosti je tato domnénka pravdépodobnéjsi nez predpoklad, ze se 
datum vztahuje ke znovuzahdajeni pferusené stavby za Nevoserrea). Podle pfivodniho projektu mély byt obé 
é€asti hrobového komplexu kralovny, tzn. pyramida a k ni od vychodu pfiléhajici pyramidovy chram, obehnany 
od zapadu, jihu a vychodu mohutnou ohradni zdi, postavenou z vapencovych blokt.. Neklidna doba po Nefe- 
rikareové smrti, kratka vlada jeho star8iho syna Raneferefa a zirejmé je&té krat8i vlddni ,,intermezzo“ zatim 
malo znadmého panovnika Sepseskarea v’ak zptisobily, ze stavba byla dokonéena az za vlady mlad&iho Neferir- 
kareova syna Nevoserrea. Ten nejdfrive hrobovy komplex podle ptvodniho projektu dokonéil, ale pozdéji jej 
' podstatné prestavél a rozsiril, ovSem z levnéjSiho materialu, suSenych cihel, a ne z vapence. Po dokonéeni méla 
Chentkausina pyramida stranu dlouhou 50 loktu, tzn. priblizné 26 m. Pri Ghlu 52° — a ten byl bezpeéné zjistén 
nalezy bloku z oblozeni pyramidy i nalezem zlomku pyramidia — dosahla pyramida vySky okolo 16 metru. 
Substrukturu tvofrila sarkofagova komora, pristupna od severu svazujici se chodbou. Pri vyzkumu komory vSak 
nebyly k vSeobecnému prekvapeni objeveny vubec zadné stopy po sarkofagu (v tomto typu hrobky byl ocekavan 
kamenny, Zulovy nebo vapencovy sarkofag) ani ptvodni kostrové pozustatky. Sekundarni pohfyeb ditéte, 
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nalezeny v jamé na kanopy v podlaze komory, pochazi az z obdobi Sttedni, mozna dokonce Nové Fie. 

Vyzkum uskuteénény v pribéhu nékolika kratSich vykopovych sez6n vedl na jedné strané ke shromazdéni 
velkého mnodZstvi archeologickych a epigrafickych ndlezi, na druhé strané v’ak ukazal také rozsah pozdéjxi 
stavebni destrukce objektu. Tézbou kamene bylo v tomto snadno dostupném ,,lomu“ znigeno asi 75 % pyrami- 
dy a asi 90 % chramu. V nékterych ¢astech chrdmu se nedochovaly ani otisky zdi, a pfece — porovnanim visech 
dostupnych prament véetné téch, které pochazeji z jinych pyramidovych komplexa Staré rise — je teoreticka | 
rekonstrukce Chentkausina hrobového komplexu moZna. Stari stavebni etapa pyramidového chramu, odpo- 
vidajici zhruba ptvodnimu projektu Neferirkareovu, ale dokonéend aZ Nevoserreem, zahrnovala predevsim 
obétni komoru se stélou a oltafem a tri menSi komory pro sochy. Tyto mistnosti, situované do zdpadni poloviny 
chramu, mély stény prekvapivé bohaté zdobené reliéfy. Vedle ustfedni scény zadusni hostiny je mezi reliéfy 
zastoupeno prinaseni obétin, reznické scény, scény zemédélskych praci, procesi perzonifikovanych zadusnich 
statku, chytani ptaka, ale i prehlidka Nevoserreovy krdlovské rodiny pred ,,matkou krale Horniho a Dolniho 
Egypta a (uradujicim) kralem Horniho a Dolniho Egypta Chentkaus“ aj. Se stejnym a v déjinach Egypta oje- 
dinélym titulem jako ve zminéné scéné se setkavame i na zlomcich tzv. stély nepravych dvefi z obétni komory 
(Oo vyznamné zméné v uréeni pyramidového komplexu viz dale). Vychodni polovinu starSi, tj. kamenné Casti 
chramu vyplnoval pilifovy dvir. Z pivodné osmi pilifii se v ném nagly jen dva, oba neaplné a jen jeden z nich 
in situ. Na obou je zbytek kralovniny titulatury a jeji jméno. Téméy na hranici senzace se ocitlo zjiténi, ze na 
cele hieroglyfické znacky Zeny sedici na trimu a determinujici kradlovnino jméno, je v jednom 
pripadé znazornéna tzv. supi Celenka, v druhém vztyéend kobra — ureus. S ureem na hlavé byli znazor- 
novani pouze faraoni a bohové. 

Mlad8i, cihlova cast chramu pfredstavovala podstatné rozsifeni stavby smérem k vychodu a jihu. V jizni 
casti byla poprvé v hrobovém komplexu kralovny vybudovana tzv. kultovni pyramida, do té doby znama jen 
Z pyramidovych komplext vladnoucich krald. Jihovychodni éast roz8ifeného chramu vypliovalo pét sklada, 
v severovychodni Casti byla sloupova sif (s jedinym sloupem!), pozdéji prestavénd na knéZské pribytky. Byl 
vybudovan i novy vstupni areal s pilifovym portikem a kratkou esovitou pfristupovou rampou. Béhem jedné 
z poslednich stavebnich uprav vznikla ve stfedni casti chramu dokonce hrnéifska dilna véetné pece na vypalo- 
vani keramiky. 

Z velkého mnozstvi archeologickych a epigrafickych pramennych materiali, objevenych pri vykopavkach 
v Chentkausiné pyramidovém komplexu, Ize se zminit jen o téch nejvyznamnéjgich, a to je’té velmi povrchné. 
Mezi nejpocetnéjsi patri zlomky reliéfi (nékdy i celé bloky s reliéfy) , stavebni graffita, otisky hlinénych peéeti, 
fajansové ornamenty, keramika, kamenné nadoby, pracovni nastroje aj. Mezi historicky nejvyznamnéjsi 
vsak patri zbytek papyrového archivu, Citajici asi 200 nevelkych zlomkié. Archiv obsahuje mj. i cenné tidaje 
o dnes jiz neexistujici architekturfe chramu. Stratifikované nalezy otiskii peceti ndm zase umoZfiuji velmi pyes- 
nou rekonstrukci chronologie i funkce chramu. Dovidame se z nich napy¢., Ze zAduSni kult v chramu zanikl za 
6. dynastie v dobé Pepiho II. Z jinych prament zase mizeme soudit, ze nedlouho poté, na konci Staré 7i8e 
¢i na pocatku 1. pfechodného obdobi, byla hrobka vyloupena. Na poéatku Stfedni rie snad byl nakratko oZiven 
Chentkausin kult. Od konce Nové fiSe v8ak zacala postupna stavebni destrukce pyramidového komplexu. 
Jeho prostor zaéal navic slouZit jako hrbitov, na némzZ byli v jednoduchych déevénych antropoidnich rakvich 
pohrbivani lidé z okolnich vesnic. 

V ¢em je tedy hlavni historicky prinos objevu pyramidového komplexu krdlovské matky Chentkaus 
v Abusiru? Vypovéd’ necekanych epigrafickych i archeologickych prament ukazuje, ze tento hrobovy komplex, 
pripravovany Neferirkareem pro jeho manzelku Chentkaus, byl dokonéen az Nevoserreem. Ten vSak v ném 
zalozil kult zbozsténé stejnojmenné zakladatelky 5. dynastie, kralovny regentky — ,,matky krdle Horniho a Dol- 
niho Egypta a (iradujiciho) krale Horniho a Dolniho Egypta‘‘ — Chentkaus. Velkou hrobku této slavné a z4- 
hadné osobnosti egyptskych déjin objevil jiz pred pulstoletim egyptsky archeolog Selim Hassan na kradlovském 
pohebi&ti v Gize. Prekvapivym nalezem v Abisiru a objevem novych archeologickych a epigrafickych pramena 
se otevrela mozZnost vyreSit jeden z nejslozitéjSich genealogickych a historickych problémt Egypta 3. tisicileti 
pr. n. |., v egyptologn nékdy zjednoduSené, avSak vystizné nazyvany ,,Chentkausin problém“, spojeny s dosud 
nevyjasnénym zanikem 4. a nastupem 5. dynastie. 

Nedokonéenda pyramida (podle Lepsiovy expedice pyramida ¢. 26) na zapadnim okraji centralniho sekto- 
ru Jizniho pole byla vzdy jednou ze zahad nejen Abiasiru, ale pyramidovych poli memfidské nekropole viibec. 
Jedni ji pripisovali Raneferefovi, jini Sepseskareovi nebo nékterému jinému panovnikovi. VZdy to vsak byly 
pouhé dohady. Shoda panovala jen v nazoru, Ze jde o sotva zapocatou, zahy vsak opuSténou stavbu, ktera nikdy 
nemohla plnit puvodné zamySlenou funkci hrobky. Béhem svych praci v Abtsiru L. Borchardt dokonce provedl 
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sondaz v otevrené jamé, v niz méla byt pristupova chodba do nitra pyramidy, avSak bez jakéhokoli archeologic- 
kého vysledku. Revizni vyzkum provedeny ¢s. expedici v r. 1986 v mistech této staré sondy ukazal, ze bylo 
opravdovou ironii osudu, ze Borchardt ve své praci nepokracoval jeSté alespon nékolik hodin. Pouhy jeden 
metr pod trovni, kde svou sondu ukon¢il, by totiz nalezl zbytky konstrukce zulové blokady pfristupové chodby 
do sarkofagové komory. Na boéni sténé chodby by také objevil Cerné graffito s Raneferefovym jménem. Tak 
zkuSenému archeologovi, jakym Borchardt byl, by bylo jiz tehdy zrejmé, ze stavitelem Nedokon¢ené pyramidy 
byl Raneferef a ze substruktura této hrobky byla kdysi dokonéena a také slouzila svému zakladnimu t¢elu, 
tj. ulozeni kralovského pohrbu. 

Stavba, nazyvana Nedokonéenou pyramidou, predstavuje ve skutecnosti prvni stupen jadra pyramidy, 
ktera se po Neferirkareové pyramidé méla stat druhou nejvét8i v Abusiru. Povrchovy archeologicky prizkum, 
spojeny s geofyzikalni prospekci a doplnény tdaji ziskanymi prehodnocenim nékterych starSich archeologic- 
kych a epigrafickych nalezut, vSak vedl k opa¢nému zavéru, nez jaky dosud v egyptologii o nedokonCené, opuSté- 
né a tdajné nikdy nevyuZité stavbé prevladal. Zavér pruzkumu byl totiz jendoznatny: pred vychodni sténou 
Nedokonéené pyramidy je velka stavba ze suSenych cihel, jejiz obrys zhruba odpovida zaduSnimu chramu 5. dy- 
nastie. Nékteré tehdy jiz znamé epigrafické pamatky, napr. papyry z archivu Neferirkareova zaduSniho 
chramu, jednoznaéné uvadély v kontextu abidsirské nekropole archeologicky do té doby zatim neprokazany 
Ranefereftv zadusni chram. Z téchto vSech skutecnosti pak vychazela pracovni hypotéza, s niz byl v r. 1980 
vyzkum Nedokonéené pyramidy zahajovan a jejiz spravnost potvrdily jiz prvni sondazZe. 

Béhem péti vykopovych sezon se podarilo v arealu NedokonCcené pyramidy shromazdit velké mnozstvi 
informaci a cennych archeologickych a epigrafickych nalezu. Na jejich zakladé je mozné jiz dnes alespon 
predbézné rekonstruovat obraz historickych udalosti, k nimz doSlo priblizné v poloviné 5. dynastie. NejstarSi 
Neferirkaretv syn Raneferef dosed! na tran ihned po smrti svého otce a v blizkosti jeho hrobky zahajil stavbu 
své vlastni pyramidy. Zemfrel vSak velmi mlady, asi po 2—3 letech vlady, kdy byl v jeho rozestavéném hrobovém 
komplexu dokonéen teprve 1. stupen jadra pyramidy véetné substruktury. Ranefereftiv ndstupce — podle né- 
kolika sporadickych nalezi otiski peceti jim byl pravdépodobné spi8e Sepseskare nez Raneferefiiv mlad&i 
bratr Nevoserre — zajistil ulozeni pohrfbu mladého faraona do jiz vybudované sarkofagové komory. Pred 
vychodni sténou nedokonéeného jadra pyramidy nechal narychlo postavit z vapence maly zaduSni chram velmi 
jednoduchého typu: obétni komoru s oltafem a po jejich stranach dvé azké komory, v nichz byly pravdépodobné 
ulozeny dvé kultovni dfevéné barky. Vchod do chramku vedl od jihu nizkou rampou Ustici do predsiné s ma- 
lym bazénem na Glitbu. O malych rozmérech chramku a spéchu, s jakym byl postaven, svéd¢i i skutecnost, ze 
chramek stoji na té casti zakladu pyramidy, ktera byla pivodné zamySlena pro vapencovy obklad, plast’ pyra- 
midy. Po Raneferefové pohrbu byla Nedokonéena pyramida zvnéjsku oblozena bloky bilého vapence, pochaze- 
jiciho z lomt v Tufe na protilehlém brehu Nilu. JednoduSe a rychle se tak zménila ve velkou mastabu Ctverco- 
vého piidorysu. Shora byla ,,zapeéeténa“ tenkou vrstvou jilu (arabsky tafla), do niz byly udusany hrubé valou- 
ny, hojné se vyskytujici na povrchu pouSté vSude v okoli. 

Teprve za Nevoserrea ziskal Raneferefiv hrobovy komplex svou kone¢nou podobu. V nékolika velkych 
stavebnich etapach byl prestavén a rozSifen, ale tyto Gpravy se jiz provadély z lehkych stavebnich materialu, 
susenych cihel a dfeva. Jen vyjimeéné byly nékteré Casti stavby — sloupy ve vstupnim portiku, oblozeni stén 
a dlazba jedné z kultovné vyznamnych mistnosti, drenazni systém aj. — zhotoveny z vapence. Béhem prvniho 
velkého rozSireni stavby byl podél celé vychodni stény NedokonCené pyramidy (nyni jiz kralovské hrobky typu 
mastaby) vybudovan velky cihlovy chram obdélnikového pudorysu. Svou dlouhou osou byl — na kralovské 
chramy neobvykle — orientovan ve sméru sever—jih. Vchod do chramu od vychodu tvofil portik s dvojici 
étyrstvolovych lotosovych sloupt. V severnim kfridle chramu byly soustfedény hlavné sklady, celkem deset 
jednopatrovych mistnosti uspofadanych do péti dvojic. Podstatnou Cast jizniho kridla chramu naproti tomu 
vyplnovala velka sloupova siti — hypostyl. Zdobilo ji dvacet dfevénych Sestistvolovych lotosovych sloupu, 
podpirajicich plochy dfevény strop omalovany modrou barvou a zdobeny zlatymi hvézdami. Sin napodobujici 
snad trinni sal farabnova pozemského palace méla zvlaStni nabozensky vyznam. Pravé proto se v nia v jejim 
bezprostfednim okoli podarilo nalézt drevéné plastiky tzv. zajatych nepratel Egypta (pochazejici pravdépodob- 
né z farabnova trinu) a torza panovnikovych soch. Jak soSky zajatci, tak kralovské skulptury patri k vrcholnym 
dilam egyptského uméni. Objev sloupové siné ma ovSem i mimoradny vyznam historicko-architektonicky. 
Je totiZ nejstarsim zatim znamym dokladem sloupové siné v egyptské archeologii! | 

Posledni velka stavebni Gprava chramu spoCivala v jeho podstatném roziifeni smérem k vychodu. Zahrno- 
vala predevsim vybudovani velkého sloupového dvora, zdobeného dfevénymi sloupy napodobujicimi palmu. 
V otevreném sloupovém dvofe stal kdysi olta¢ a provadély se tam nékteré zaduSni obrady. Kdyz zacal pozdéji 
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vyznam chramu upadat, vyplnily ochoz dvora primitivni cihlové pribytky knézi. Zaroven se sloupovym dvorem 
byl na vychodnim okraji chrdmu vybudovan také monumentalni vchod ozdobeny dvojici Sestistvolovych papy- 
rusovych sloupti z jemného bilého vapence. 

P7i odkryvu sloupového dvora se zjistilo, Ze jeho jizni obvodni zed’ je soucasti jiné, starSi stavby. Nalez 
byl tim zajimavéjsi a zdhadnéjgi, Ze zatim odkryta dvé vnéjsi naroZi této nové stavby byla okrouhla. Stavebnich 
pamatek Egypta 3. ttisicileti, u nichzZ se setkavame se zaokrouhlenymi ndroZimi, je totiz jen nékolik. Pozdéjsi 
vyzkum objektu vedl k dal8imu z unikatnich nadlezi v egyptské archeologii, k tzv. svatyni noze. Svatyné, de fac- 
to ritudlni jatka, byla postavena ze suSenych cihel a podobné jako prvni velké rozsifeni chramu, s nimz zaroven 
vznikla, je svou dlouhou osou rovnéz orientovana ve sméru sever—jih. Vnéj&i lic obvodni zdi svatyné byl 
mirné sklonény, omitnuty a obileny a jeho vyska dosahovala 4 metri. Svatyné méla jediny vchod od severu. 
Obétni zvifata — nejéastéji skot, ale i kozorozi, gazely aj. — byla zabijena vyluéné pazourkovymi noZi na 
nevelkém otevieném prostranstvi, povalena a pripoutana k velkym kamennym blokim zakotvenym v podlaze. 
Na reznickém Spalku opodal se porazena zvifata ¢tvrtila. Ve svatyni noZe se maso také peklo, varilo nebo su- 
Silo na slunci a skladovalo. Z pisemnych pamatek, papyré archivu Raneferefova zaduSniho chramu, se dovida- 
me, Ze u prileZitosti pouze jednéch svatki v roce se na téchto ritudlnich jatkach pordZelo 13 bykt denné, a to 
po dobu 10 dni. Jak velké pak muselo byt mnoiZstvi obétnich zvifat na vSech nekropolich, a zvlaSté v kralov- 
skych pyramidovych komplexech té doby, kdyZ pouze pro potreby zadu&niho kultu jediného panovnika bylo 
o jedinych svatcich porazeno 130 byka! Pro aplnost dodejme, ze maso, predkladané pri kazdodennich zadu8&- 
nich obradech duchu zemféelého, bylo nakonec spotrebovano poéetnym personalem zajist'ujicim chod nekropoli, 
tedy knéZimi, femeslniky, strazci aj. | | 

K dal&imu rozkvétu Raneferefova zadusniho kultu doSlo za vl4dy panovnika Dzedkarea Isesiho. Pravé 
z té doby totiZ pochazi vét8ina objevenych papyri archivu Raneferefova chramu. Od pocatku 6. dynastie vSak . 
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za¢al Raneferefav zadusni kult upadat. Severozdpadni édst chramu se sklady byla poSkozena pozarem, jednotli- 
vé mistnosti i vét8i Casti chrdmu byly postupné vyrazovany z provozu a uzavirany. Na poéatku 6. dynastie, za 
vlddy Tetiho, byla definitivné uzavirena i svatyné noze. Nepotetné knézZstvo, které se usidlilo ve sloupovém 
dvore chramu, zde Zilo je8té za dlouhé vlddy Pepiho II. Na konci vlady tohoto krale se Egypt ocitl v hluboké 
hospodaiské a spolegenské krizi a v té dobé pravdépodobné doSlo i k vyloupeni Raneferefova hrobu. Po konso- 
lidaci pomérti v zemi na pocatku obdobi Stredni fiSe byl kult nakratko oZiven v nevelké ¢dsti chramu. Ten byl 
— podobné jako svatyné noZe — v té dobé jiz pobofeny a zavaty piskem. V opuSténych rozvalinach svatyne 
noze dokonce jizZ tehdy vznikl sekundarni hrbitov. Podobné jako v sousednich krdlovskych hrobovych kom- 
plexech i zde zaéala od potatku Nové friSe éra systematické stavebni destrukce a zakladani novych, tzv. se- 
kundaérnich hibitova prostych lidi z nedalekého nilského ddoli, ktefi chtéli odpogivat pobliz pamatek boht 
a hrdin& davné minulosti. Ohlédnuti za vysledky dosud je8té neskonéenych vyzkumit v Raneferefové hrobovém 
komplexu by vsak nebylo aplné bez alespon struéného prehledu téch nejdtlezitéjsich archeologickych a epigra- 
fickych nalezi, prestoZe o nékterych z nich jiz byla zminka. | 

Historicky nejcennéjsi je papyrovy archiv Raneferefova zadusniho chramu. Je mnohem po€tetnéj&i a svym 
obsahem hodnotnéjsi neZ malé torzo jiz zminéného archivu Chentkausina pyramidového chramu a je srovna- 
telny s papyrovym archivem objevenym feldhy a vykrada¢éi hrobi na konci minulého stoleti pobliz Nefeirkareo- 
vy pyramidy. Raneferefiiv archiv — v poradi jiz treti abisirsky archiv a druhy objeveny expedici Cs. egyptolo- 
gického astavu UK — éitd okolo 2 000 zlomk&, mezi nimiz v8ak nechybéji ani celé svitky. Jeho nejstarSi Casti 
pochazeji z doby Dzedkareovy, nejmlad8i z doby Pepiho II. Archiv obsahuje kralovské dekrety, seznamy 
chramového inventdre, aéetni doklady o hospodareni chrdmu, rozpisy knézskych sluzeb aj. Vzhledem k posta- 
veni krdlovské nekropole v naboZenském a hospoddyském Zivoté zemé ho Ize povaZovat za soucast statniho 
archivu Egypta v obdobi Staré fiSe. j 

Zcela mimorddny je rovnézZ vyznam krdlovskych skulptur, objevenych v Raneferefové zaduSnim chramu 
v prekvapivé velkém mnoiZstvi. Podarilo se najit nékolik desitek zlomki Raneferefovych soch z cedice, dioritu, 
vapence, alabastru, nacervenalého kvarcitu a dfeva, mezi nimi Sest Gplnych portréta panovnika. Sochy byly pu- 
vodné umistény v raznych éastech chramu a hraly dileZitou Glohu v naboZenskych obradech. Typologicky 
jde o rozmanitad znazornéni panovnika sediciho na triinu Ci kraéejiciho, s hornoegyptskou korunou na hlavé, 
s pokryvkou hlavy nazyvanou nemes aj. Na dvou portrétech dokonce zezadu chrani hlavu panovnika svymi 
rozpjatymi kridly sokoli buh Hor, podobné jako na dosud jediné zndmé pamatce tohoto typu ze Staré fise, 
a to na slavné Rachefové dioritové so’e vystavené dnes v Egyptském muzeu v Kahire. Jedna z téchto dvou 
Raneferefovych soch se sokolim bohem Horem dokonce pyedstavuje novy, dosud neznamy typ kralovske 
sochy z obdobi Staré fi8e. Sochy jsou mistrovskymi dily staroegyptského socharského uméni. Jejich nalez — je 
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to treti nejvétSi nalez kralovskych soch ze Staré riSe — vyplfuje citelnou mezeru, kterd dosud existovala v pra- 
menech dokladajicich vyvoj staroegyptské skulptury ve 3. tis. pr. n. 1. 

O jedinecném nalezu drevénych soSek tzv. zajatych nepratel Egypta jsme se jiz strucné zminili. Devét 
drobnych soSek klecicich Asijct, Nabijcii a Libyjca, znazornénych s rukama svazanyma za zady, paivodné 
zdobilo kralovsky trin, umistény pravdépodobné ve sloupové sini v jiznim kridle chramu. Misto nadlezu sosek 
1 jejich predpokladané spojeni s kralovskym trinem nejsou nahodné. Stari Egypt’ané totiz vérili, Ze svét, ktery 
je obklopuje, ovlddaji temné sily zla a chaosu. V tomto svété pouze Egypt tvoril o4zu klidu, po¢ddku a prospe- 
rity. Rad ztéleshovany bohyni pravdy Maatou byl dan Egyptu bohy a jeden z nich, fara6n — Zijici bth na zemi 
— byl také jeho zarukou. Proto faraon podstupoval véény, nikdy nekonCici zapas se silami zla. Univerzalnost 
tohoto zapasu pak méli ztéleshovat predstavitelé etnik, s nimizZ Egypt sousedil a s nimiz také vedl odvéky boj. 
Z magickonabozenskych dtvodt proto bylo faradnovo okoli zdobeno motivy spoutanych ¢i jinak degradova- 
nych cizinct, symboli pfemozeného a zkroceného zla. 

O vyznamu hlinénych otiski peceti jsme se jiz zminili pri popisu nalezt v arealu Chentkausina zadusniho 
chramu. Podobné pamatky byly objeveny i v Raneferefové zaduSnim chramu, ovSem v neporovnatelné vétSim 
mnozZstvi. Jejich pocet jde do stovek, vzdyt’ v nékterych Castech chramu, zvlaSté na podlahach skladt a kultovné 
vyznamnych mistnosti, jich byly nalezeny celé koSiky. Jiz dnes Ize rici, Ze nalezem otiskt peceti pri Ceskosloven- 
skych vykopavkach v Abiusiru byl vice nez zdvojnasoben pocéet vSech zatim znamych a publikovanych pamatek 
tohoto druhu ze Staré fiSe. 

Na prvni pohled ne tak okazaly jako kralovské skulptury nebo tak pocetny jako otisky peceti, ale z historic- 
kého hlediska velmi cenny je ndlez zlomka fajansovych ornamenté a fritovych tabulek. I v tomto pripadé 
jde o jedineény archeologicky nalez, zatim stale obklopeny urcitym tajemstvim, pokud jde o puvodni umisténi 
a vyznam téchto drobnych, krehkych epigrafickych pamatek. Nékteré z nich byly pravdépodobné vsazeny 
do velkych dfevénych symbolickych nddob pouZivanych pri chramovych obfadech. Jiné, predevsim modré 
fritové tabulky s vyrytymi obrazy faraona a bohi a s hieroglyfickymi napisy, zdobené bilou pastou a potazené 
tenkou zlatou folii, jsou zatim prfedmétem dohadu. 

Zdutraznénim nékolika vybranych pamatek vSak v zadném pfripadé nechceme snizovat historickou hodnotu 
ostatnich archeologickych a epigrafickych nalezt z arealu Raneferefova hrobového komplexu. Kazdy z nich — 
pracovni nastroje, keramika, stfepy nadob s hieratickymi napisy, kamenné nadoby, drobné ozdoby a mnohé 
dalsi — ma svou vlastni vypovidaci hodnotu, je svého druhu tim prislove¢nym drobnym kaminkem doplnu- 
jicim mozaiku obrazu historickych udalosti Egypta 2. poloviny 3. tisicileti pr. n. 1. 

V zapadnim sektoru jizniho pole v Abisiru byl od poloviny minulého stoleti, od vyzkumt: provadénych 
némeckou (Lepsiovou) expedici, znam jediny archeologicky objekt, Gdajné pyramida (¢. 27). Jiz pocatecni 
povrchovy priizkum mista v8ak ukazoval, ze nejde o zbytky pyramidy, i kdyz méla stavba étvercovy pidorys. 
Geofyzikalni prospekce navic prokazala, ze se v bezprostfednim okoli nachazi pét dalSich podobnych objekta 
étvercového pudorysu. Vyzkum zahajeny v r. 1980 vedl zahy k prekvapivému zjiSténi: v pripadé idajné pyrami- 
dy ¢. 27 jde o velky Sachtovy komplex ze sklonku tzv. pozdni doby, z konce 6. stol. pr. n. 1. Plan Sachto- 
vého komplexu je zatim v egyptské archeologii ojedinély. Jeho substrukturu tvori velka Sachta (ma svétlost 
zhruba 5 X 5 m) obklopena ze viSech stran ,,perifernimi“, navzajem propojenymi Sachtami, usporadanymi 
do étverce. Sachty byly zaplnény jemnym piskem, z néhoz byly odstranény vSechny hrub&i valouny. Zamér 
stavitele je zfeyjmy: komplexem propojenych Sachet mohl pisek volné protékat a tak ze vSech stran blokovat se- 
stup do podzemi, k pohfebni komo*ye na dné centralni Sachty. Navic takto vytvorena pisecna bariéra kolem 
centralni Sachty zvySovala stabilitu stavby, vytesané v mohutné vrstvé ztvrdlych jilu. Velmi pracny a nebezpecny 
vyzkum sachet zatim postoupil do hloubky asi 17 m. V podzemi Sachtového hrobu byla objevena pohfrebni 
komora s poskozenym dvojitym sarkofagem velmi vyznamné osobnosti z konce sajské doby a pocatku 1. per- 
ské okupace Egypta, ,,zradce Egypta a kolaboranta s Persany“ Vedzahorresneta. Zda se vSak, ze sarko- 
fag byl zapeéetén prazdny, ze nikdy Vedzahorresnetovu mumii neobsahoval. Mnohé rovnéZ naznacuje, 
ze v podzemi jsou vedle sarkofagové komory dali, dosud neobjevené komory. Tajemstvi Sachtového hrobu 
dosud objasnéno nebylo. 

Superstrukturu Sachtového hrobového komplexu dnes tvori mohutna vapencova zed’, zhruba 3 m silna 
a 3 m vysoka, bez jediného vstupniho otvoru. Periferni Sachty byly prekryty nasucho polozenou vrstvou 
hrubych bloki. Zbytek nepravé klenby nad centralni Sachtou umoZnuje hypotetickou rekonstrukci malé ,,du- 
té“ stavby, snad ve tvaru malé pyramidy, ktera jen o nékolik metrii presahovala horizont obvodove zdi. 
Archeologické nalezy potvrzuji domnénku, ze objekt zaduSniho kultu, bez néhoz je hrobovy komplex stézi 
predstavitelny, se snad nachazel vné této obvodové zdi, pravdépodobné pred vychodni sténou Sachtového hrobu. 
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Zatim sporadické archeologické nalezy, predevSim keramika, naznacuji, ze v rimské dobé funkce komplexu 
zanikla. Prekvapivy objev Sachet nejen datuje velké a zatim v mnoha ohledech zahadné pohfrebi&Sté v zapadnim 
sektoru, ale dava do novych souvislosti i nékteré starsi a vyznamné archeologické nalezy, které na pocatku 
naSeho stoleti ucinila v Abasiru Borchardtova expedice a které dosud v historickém obrazu nekropole ne- 
bylo mozné uspokojivé vysvétlit. Patri mezi né napr. vzacna helmice rfecké provenience, frecky literarni pa- 
pyrus, fecké pohrby u Nevoserreova pyramidového komplexu aj. 

Na nékolika mistech zjisténé pokusy vykradaci hrobt proniknout do podzemi Sachtového komplexu 
nedavaji velkou nadéji na objev intaktniho pohfrbu, ale na druhé strané nelze vylouCit dali prekvapivé archeo- 
logické nalezy. Vysledek davného, jak sam stary Egypt véc¢ného zapasu mezi dumyslnymi staviteli hrobek 
a jejich ke vSemu odhodlanymi vykradaci zustava stale otevreny. 
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Introduction 


The fact that the Egyptian civilization originated as early as in the second half of the fourth millenium BC 
is as striking as the three and a half millenia of its existence. It is an important and long-term task of historio- 
graphy to contribute to our understanding of general tendencies as well as specificities in the development of 
ancient Egypt. The beginnings of Egyptology, a discipline concerned with the study of ancient Egypt and 
its cultural inheritance, were linked to the deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphs by the French scholar 
J. F. Champollion in 1822. 

The beginnings of the Czech Egyptology are of a more recent date. It is important, however, that they 
were neither facilitated nor burdened with colonial policies in Egypt. On the contrary, they were connected 
with progressive traditions of our nation. Jan Kminek—Szedlo became the first Czech Egyptologist in the 
second half of the 19th century. Born in Plzen (Pilsen), he studied in Prague and was banished to Italy for 
his participation in the 1848 revolutionary upheaval in Prague. And it was in Italy, at Bologna University 
and the museum there, that he began his Egyptological studies. However, it was FrantiSek Lexa who became 
the true founder of Czech Egyptology early this century. Originally, he was a grammar-school teacher of 
mathematics and physics, but later he became so fascinated with Egyptian hieroglyphs and history that Egyptol- 
ogy became his life-long vocation. As early as prior to World War 1 he continued his private study of Egyptol- 
ogy by visiting prominent Egyptologists of the day at the Universities at Berlin and Strassburg. In 1919, 
following the setting up of independent Czechoslovakia, Lexa began to read his Egyptological lectures at 
Charles University Philosophical Faculty. These were the first Czech Egyptology lectures ever, soon to achieve 
a wide acclaim with our educated public. His students included those from abroad, too, as Lexa was, already 
in the interwar period, an internationally recognized expert in the field of ancient Egypt religion and the 
demotic Egyptian, a late phase in the development of the language. There were two Egyptologists among his 
students who were to exert substantial influence on the development of both Czech and international Egypto- 
logy: Jaroslav Cerny in the interwar period and Zbynék Zaba after World War 2. 

The establishment in 1958 of the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology. Charles University, Prague, and 
of its branch in Cairo in 1959 were landmarks in the development of our Egyptology as in this way the Czecho- 
slovak scholars were enabled to carry out extensive research in Egypt itself and participate in broad internation- 
al cooperation. The foundation of our facility in Egypt was a proof of the support and recognition of the tra- 
ditions of our Egyptology and its results. Our Egyptology found recognition in Egypt itself, too. Without its 
consent and support, it would not have been possible to found the Czechoslovak facility and develop its research 
activities. In fact there are fewer than a dozen foreign research institutes with permission to pursue activities 
in Egypt on a permanent basis (of course, the number of foreign expeditions coming to work only inter- 
mittently is much higher, reaching about 150 at present). 

Immediately after its establishment, the Institute’s Egypt branch stood before an important scientific 
task. At that time, the international UNESCO campaign in Nubia was initiated. Our Government decided 
that Czechoslovakia would, with the newly founded Czechoslovak Egyptological facility in Cairo, particip- 
ate in the efforts to rescue the monuments of Nubia which were, at that time, threatened by the construction 
of the Aswan High Dam. Egypt showed its appreciation of the Czechoslovak participation in the campaign 
of UNESCO in Nubia not only by awarding Czechoslovakia a share in archaeological finds (which joined the 
Naprstek Collection of the National Museum, Prague), but also by the consent which our Institute obtained 
from the Egyptian Antiquities Organization to conduct research at the royal pyramid burial site of the Sth 
dynasty near Abusir. The area of royal pyramid burial sites in Memphis, the oldest capital of Egypt (Abusir 
being one of them), is held to be the most precious among the archaeological areas of Egypt and is reserved, 
above all, to Egyptian researchers. The Czechoslovak research at Abusir was commenced in the 1960s in the 
area of the great tomb of Ptahshepses, the vizier of the Sth dynasty. In the mid-1970s, when the uncover- 
ing of the tomb had been completed, the bulk of field work moved to the so-called Abusir Southern Field, 
a part of the necropolis which had still been unexplored. Our Institute was granted there by the Egyptian 
Antiquities Organization an extensive concession to carry out excavations and the right to obtain its share in 
the finds according to a key agreed by both the Czechoslovak and Egyptian parties. The surprisingly rich 
archaeological finds made so far in the Southern Field have, for some time already, been attracting attention 
of experts in many countries. 
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Although the excavations in Egypt and the publication of newly discovered historical materials form 
the main part of our Institute’s activities, there are many other tasks, like preparation and publication of 
Egyptian monuments in Czechoslovak museums and collections. Another responsible and difficult task 
is teaching; our Institute provides, according to need, Egyptological lectures at Charles University Phi- 
losophical Faculty, Prague. The Institute has a very good Egyptological library, the only of its kind in Czech- 
oslovakia and one of the largest in the world. The library was founded by Franti8ek Lexa. The further growth 
of the library was substantially contributed to by Jaroslav Cerny who, during his long work in Egypt and his 
lectures at London and Oxford, compiled a large private library which he bequeathed to the Institute in 1971. 
At present, the Institute Library owns about 6,000 monographs, miscellanies and periodicals and about 4,000 
offprints. It contains very precious complete series of original text editions, museum collections, archaeo- 
logical journals, etc. The library is regularly updated and expanded by means of extensive exchange of Institu- 
te’s publications with Egyptological establishments abroad. Our Institute has had a long and successful tradition 
in making Egyptological knowledge available to non-expert public. The results of our Institute’s work as well 
as information about the rich cultural inheritance of ancient Egypt have been published by mass media both 
home and abroad. There has also been a successful development in the field of translations to make the best 
works of ancient Egyptian literature available to our readers. Last but not least, several exhibitions have 
been organized by our Institute in cooperation with the Naprstek Museum, Prague, or with the Egyptian 
Antiquities Organization. 





The International UNESCO Campaign 
to Save the Monuments of Nubia 


The decision to establish the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology could hardly have been taken at a more 
suitable time in terms of active participation of Czechoslovakia in international Egyptological cooperation 
and protection of ancient Egypt’s cultural inheritance. The postrevolutionary Egypt was undergoing rapid 
development in the late 1950s. The country’s leadership focused their attention on industrialization, increase 
of agricultural production and a general improvement of the country’ssituation. Within the framework of 
grandiose development plans, the Government of Egypt made a decision to build a new Aswan dan, the so-called 
High Dam, to obtain in this manner a powerful source of electric energy which was needed for industrialization. 
At the same time, a vast water reservoir was to be created to control water flow fluctuations of the Nile and 
their consequences, which had been considered, from times immemorial, to be a “gift” of the river. 

The construction of the High Dam near Aswan was to bring about a creation of a vast artificial reservoir 
reaching deep into northern Sudan, flooding the whole valley of the Nile south of the dam with all its modest 
fields and villages as well as with its rich and numerous monuments. The beginning of the construction was 
planned for January 1960 and the filling of the reservoir with water was to commence in September 1964. 
Although the transfer of Nubia’s population to the area north of the dam was feasible over such a short time, 
it was impossible to explore and save at such a short notice the historical monuments. That is why, on April 
6, 1959, the Egyptian government asked the UNESCO for assistance in saving the world-famous cultural 
monuments of Nubia. The UNESCO responded by calling for an international campaign to save the Nubian 
monuments, threatened by the waters of the Aswan High Dam being built. Czechoslovakia was one of the 
first countries to join the campaign, assigning this task to the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology (Prague 
and Cairo), which had just been founded. . 

Like Czechoslovakia, many other countries joined the UNESCO campaign. Some of them, above all 
those with Egyptological traditions, were granted permission by the Egyptian Government to send their 
archaeological expeditions to Nubia. 

When assigning individual tasks to foreign expeditions in Nubia, the Egyptian authorities took into con- 
sideration the fact that the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology was directed by Professor Zbynék Zaba, an 
internationally renowned expert in the field of Egyptian philology. That is why our expedition’s main task 
became to make an epigraphic exploration of roughly one third of the valley of the Nile in Lower Nubia. The 
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area was not contiguous, consisting of two roughly 50-kilometer stretches of the Nile Valley called, for the 
purpose of research, Northern and Southern Czechoslovak concessions, respectively. The Northern Concession 
was Situated in the area of the tropic of Cancer on both banks of the Nile. In the north its boundary was 
identical with the southern edge of the village of Naga-el-Birba in the vicinity of Kalabsha (Gr. Talmis), the 
important archaeological locality, in the south it was defined by the northern edge of the rock temple of Rames- 
se II at Gerf Hussein. The southern concession was approximately 70 km to the south where the Nile bends 
and flows in southerly direction. The southern concession was between the village of Naga el-Dom el-Dakar 
in the north and the villages Naga el-Qurud on the left bank and Naga Abu Shanak on the right bank in the 
south. In this vast rocky and broken area on the banks of the Nile, the Czechoslovak expedition was to seek and 
document epigraphic monuments, i. e. rock drawings and inscriptions left there by ancient inhabitants of Nu- 
bia. The research was complicated by the fact that it had to be done at the time when the level of Nile’s waters 
was at its lowest and its rocky banks were most exposed, i. e. during the peak of the summer period. In this 
connection it should be noted that Nubia is one of the hottest and driest areas on earth; in summer the temper- 
atures measured there by the Czechoslovak expedition reached 60 degrees centigrade in the shade, inside 
a cross-country van even 73 degrees! Apart from climate and geography, the work of our expedition was further 
complicated by the fact that precisely at the beginning of the 1960s the depopulation of Nubia set on, with 
its inhabitants being transfered to areas north of Aswan, above all to newly built habitats around Kom Ombo. 
In this depopulated landscape it was only rarely that we could find a small group of Nile fishermen and buy 
from them some fresh fish in order to make our expedition’s fare, consisting mainly of canned food, more 
varied. The Czechoslovak Egyptologists used in Nubia a catamaran which had been brought, in disas- 
sembled state, and put together at the Aswan port of Shelal, and launched as the Sadiq en-Nuba, the Friend 
of Nubia. The boat gave the expedition members only several square meters to live and work, to spread their 
plans and documentation, to squeeze in even their photographic minilaboratory ... 

The expedition’s epigraphic research brought impressive results. It succeeded in discovering and docu- 
menting (by drawings, photographs and in some cases even by latex prints) 243 rock inscriptions dating from 
the protodynastic up to Roman (Meroitic) periods, i. e. from the time span of three and a half millenia. Most of 
these inscriptions were Egyptian, often in the so-called semihieratics, a simplified cursive version of the hiero- 
glyphic writing. We also discovered other inscriptions, like Meroitic, Carian, Aramaic, Greek, Latin and Coptic 
ones. Apart from several interesting exceptions, no Arabic inscriptions were documented. Of most historical in- 
terest is the group of rock stelae and inscriptions found at the Southern Concession near Korosko, the mouth of 
a vast valley crossing the Eastern Desert to the south, used since ancient times to shortcut the bends of the Nile. 
The inscriptions, among them the stela of the vizier Enyotefoger from year 9 of the joint regency of the 
rulers of the first half of the 12th dynasty, Amenemhet I and his son Senwosret I, inform us about the wars of 
conquest waged by the Egyptians in Nubia in those days. These wars resulted in the colonization of Nubia 
and its military subjugation by the first rulers of the 12th dynasty. The southern border of Egypt was moved 
from the First to the Second cataract, i. e. about 300 km to the south. Later, in the period of the New Kingdom, 
the border was moved even deeper to the south in consequence of further expansion. Not only soldiers and rich 
booty including prisoners-of-war who had become slaves were going both up and down the valley of the Nile, 
but also traders, clerks, priests, couriers and common pilgrims. Their testimony, sometimes a mere name, 
was also preserved in the rocks of Nubia. But even seemingly simple and short inscriptions are important. In 
their totality, the inscriptions in Nubian rocks represent an especially precious historical source. 

The testimony of rock drawings on the life of ancient inhabitants of Nubia are no less special and precious. 
At the two Czechoslovak concessions, about five thousand were discovered and documented. Most of them are 
engravings using various techniques. In several places, even paintings have survived under overhanging rocks. 
The subjects of the rock drawings reflect the world of the ancient inhabitants of Nubia. They show not only 
hunters, fishermen, shepherds and peasants, but also animals like elephants, giraffes, rhinoceroses, hippota- 
muses, lions, ostriches, gazelles, the rare okapis, and hunting scenes. There are numerous drawings of domesti- 
cated animals like cattle, camels, donkeys, horses, as well as boats, tribal symbols and signs. And among all these 
we found rock drawings of riders, men and women, individuals and groups of people, even erotic scenes. Some 
rock drawings are of a high artistic value; their historical importance is no smaller as they are sometimes the 
only source for our understanding of certain periods of the history of Nubia, the ancient crossroads of the 
cultures of north-eastern Africa. 

Apart from epigraphic research, a surface archaeological survey was carried out at the two Czechoslovak 
concessions in Nubia, also bringing interesting and historically important results, although they were not so 
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spectacular as in the case of some unique rock inscriptions. The surface archaeological research covered 
a somewhat larger territory than our epigraphic research, including not only the rocks at the banks of the 
Nile, but also adjacent desert areas. We discovered and documented 47 archaeological sites including three 
major and two minor cemeteries, seven rock tombs, six watchtowers, one quarry, etc. Within the framework 
of our research, we undertook a demanding camel expedition into the depth of the Eastern Desert, to Sahrigat. 
The impetus to this expedition was given by local nomads of the Ababda tribe, who told us about monuments 
and inscriptions they claimed to have seen there. Indeed, we succeeded in discovering there water cisterns 
hewed in rocks. The cisterns date, however, from recent times. 

The results of our archaeological surface survey were continued in our excavation of the large tumulus 
cemetery west of the village of Naga Wadi Siyala el-Quibli in the area of the Wadi Qitna valley, for during the 
survey a hitherto unknown late Roman to early Byzantine cemetery with stone tumuli was discovered there. 
Its exploration provided us with a rare opportunity to contribute to a more systematic understanding of social, 
economic and ecological situation in Nubia between the second half of the 3rd and the end of the 5th centuries 
AD, the restless era of the end of the Roman and Meroitic cultures and of the beginnings of Christianity, large- 
scale ethnic migrations and conflicts. Another tumulus cemetery was uncovered in Kalabsha-South. 

The Czechoslovak expedition faced a rather unusual and very difficult task at Tafa (Gr. Taphis), a very 
important archaeological site of the Northern Concession, famous for its Roman monuments, two temples 
and a rock chapel. The Egyptian authorities set a simple task: to localize and explore the so-called Southern 
Temple at Tafa. The difficulty, however, consisted in the fact that there were no surface traces of the temple, 
which was largely destroyed between 1860 and 1880. The remains of the temple could be assumed to be pre- 
served under a thick layer of mud, formed in the area of Tafa following the construction of the first Aswan dam 
at the turn of the century. To look for nothing more than a mere ground plan under a five-meter layer of mud 
at the area of more than half a square kilometer was indeed by no means easier than the proverbial search for 
a needle in a haystack. The solution of the riddle was finally enabled by a “librarianstyle”’ discovery of two 
daguerreotypes of the temple made in 1848—51 by the French traelers Felix Teynard and Maxime du Campe. 
From the perspective view of the jagged rocky background of the temple we succeeded in guessing the place 
from which the photographs were taken and consequently the probable location of the temple. A trench 
which we dug confirmed not only the assumed location of the temple, but also the fact that the temple had been 
dismantled and destroyed and that only remnants of walls had been preserved. 

At the same time as the explorations at Tafa, the Czechoslovak expedition began geodetical survey at 
Qertassi, a nearby site to the north. We concentrated our efforts on the area of the Roman fortress which 
made part of the fortification system of the southern limit of the Roman Empire and also probably served 
as a camp for the slaves working in nearby quarries. In connection to our work at Qertassi, some small-scale 
explorations were carried out at quarries in the Eastern Desert, at Mons Claudianus and Mons Porphy- 
rites, in order to obtain additional information on the ways quarrying was organized in the Roman era. 

Within the wider framework of the activities of the Czechoslovak expedition to Nubia, another epigraphic 
exploration was carried out in the first half of the 1960s. Although it was not very extensive, it brought an im- 
portant contribution to Egyptology. Every year for a season lasting several months, an expedition flew from 
Czechoslovakia to Cairo and from there, by two cars, to Aswan, to embark on the Sadiq en-Nuba catamaran. 
The cars went on a little-used road along the Red Sea to its southernmost end then, Marsa cAlam, and from 
there they went back west across the Eastern Desert to the valley of the Nile. It was this stretch, going through 
deserted, wild gorges of the Wadi Miah which was the most dangerous of all the trip to Nubia. The Egyptological 
literature mentioned in this valley only old gold mines at Wadi Barramiya and the rock temple of Sethos I 
at Kanais. A close observation of rocks lining the road, which the expedition members had become accustomed 
to during their epigraphic exploration in Nubia, brought the discovery of three dozen Egyptian rock inscriptions 
dating from the Ist dynasty up to the Greek era, mostly, however, from the period of the New Kingdom. The 
discovery of the inscriptions brought not only a better understanding of the importance of this road, but also 
of the economic role of this part of the Eastern Desert for ancient Egyptians. 

The survey of scientific activities of the Czechoslovak expedition would not be complete if we failed to 
mention an international anthropological program which was pursued by the Czechoslovak Institute of Egypto- 
logy in cooperation with Comenius University, Bratislava. It was a program of measurement of selected groups 
of the present population of Nubia in connection with their transfer from Nubia to the region north of Aswan, 
Kom Ombo. 

The expeditions of our Institute of Egyptology to participate in the International Campaign to Save 
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the Monuments of Nubia brought, above all, a vast scientific documentation of monuments which Czecho- 
Slovakia had pledged to explore and subject to scientific analysis. The work in the field was completed, as it has 
already been stated, in the first half of the 1960s. Of course, the scientific analysis and publication of all disco- 
vered or explored monuments required much more time. Apart from several small research programs, the 
overwhelming part of the epigraphic and archaeological materials collected have either been analyzed and 
published or are prepared for publication. The most important sets like rock inscriptions, rock drawings and the 
finds obtained from the excavations at Wadi Qitna have been published in the form of large monographs, the 
others in the form of shorter publications, studies and scientific papers. All the above publications have been 
appearing in translations to make them acsessible to international readership. The expeditions to Nubia brought 

important contributions not only to Czechoslovak science and cultural stature; our country also obtained, as 
an expression of gratitude of the Egyptian Government for the assistance provided, a part of the monuments 
discovered in Nubia. They included not only the finds obtained from excavations at Wadi Qitna, but also 
fragments of stone and clay sarcophagi from Naga el-Farig and Naga el-Batikh and other sites. The monuments 
were handed over to the Naprstek Museum, a section of the National Museum, Prague, where they were pre- 
sented to the public at a special exhibition. Last but not least, another contribution of our expeditions to Nubia 
Should be mentioned; the Government of Egypt praised the selflessness and scientific contribution of the 
Czechoslovak participation in the UNESCO’s Campaign and granted the Czechoslovak request to obtain a con- 
cession for a long-term research at the pyramid field at Abusir. This area has been reserved to Egyptian 
archaeologists, apart from a few exceptions like the above concession obtained by our Institute thanks to the 
results of its work in Nubia. 





Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir 


It was already the expedition of Lepsius, working in Egypt in 1842—3, that noticed ruins of a conspicuous- 
ly large object on the edge of Abusir. The Lepsius’ expedition interpreted the ruins as the remains of 
a pyramid, giving it the number XIX on their list of monuments (i.e. the 19th pyramid from the northernmost 
Egyptian pyramid site, Abu Rawash). The exploration of the object was not commenced until half a century 
later, in the summer of 1893, by the French archaeologist J. de Morgan. De Morgan’s exploration was not 
systematic, however, and the field work did not cover the whole area and was limited to trial digging only. 
Although this brought a quick proof that there was no pyramid involved, the exploration resulted in the 
misinterpretation of the discovered monument. In fact, de Morgan unearthed only two rooms (and parts of 
several others) of a large mastaba-type tomb (mastaba being the Arabic word for ,,bench“). One fully unearth- 
ed room contained a pair of six-stemmed lotus columns and the other contained three niches. He also partly 
unearthed a portico leading into a pillared courtyard which he mistook for a part of a lane between the tombs. 
The inscriptions on the walls of unearthed rooms (it turned out later that they happened to be the only ones 
with largely extant relief decorations of the walls) led him to the recognition that it was the tomb of the vizier 
Ptahshepses, who lived at the time of the 5th dynasty and was a contemporary of the pharaohs Sahure, Neferir- 
kare, Raneferef and Neuserre, the builders of Abusir pyramids. However, de Morgan failed to understand 
both the size of the monument which he had discovered and its meaning. This fact was by no means changed 
by the explorations of some Egyptologists at the Mastaba of Ptahshepses, rather brief “working visits” than 
systematic research. Shortly after de Morgan, the architecture of the Mastaba was studied by L. Borchardt, 
the leader of the expedition of the Deutsche Orient-Gesellschaft, working at Abusir in 1902—4. Another Ger- 
man Egyptologist, H. Schafer, copied the inscriptions accompanying the relief scenes in the Mastaba of 
Ptahshepses. At the beginning of the 1940s, during his long-term sojourn in Egypt, the Mastaba of Ptahshepses 
was visited by the Czech Egyptologist J. Cerny, who made another copy of all available inscriptions there. When 
copying the texts, however, he came to realize that it might be a tomb of a very important historical personality, 
a tomb which had obviously been only partially unearthed by de Morgan. When various alternatives of the 
longterm strategy of the Czechoslovak field research in Egypt were being considered at the time of the found- 
ation of the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology (apart from the UNESCO Nubia campaign under preparation 
then), it was the opinion of J. Cerny which influenced F. Lexa and Z. Zadba and finally also the choice of the 
locality and the object to be explored: the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir. Apart from scientific factors, 
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there were also economic and organizational considerations and the fact that the site is near to Cairo, enabling 
the archaeologists to commute daily to the Institute’s site. Not a small role in the above decision-making was 
played by the prestige of the Abusir pyramid field in Egyptian archaeology. The consent of the Egyptian author- 
ities to our choice of Abusir was facilitated by the very active participation of the Czechoslovak Institute of 
Egyptology in the International Campaign to Save the Monuments of Nubia. 

The Czechoslovak expedition commenced the explorations at the Mastaba of Ptahshepses in May 1960. 
The type of work of our expedition then was officially classified in Egypt as ‘‘cleaning’’. Unlike the “lower” 
type, “survey’’, it enabled our archaeologists to excavate and prepare scientific documentation. In comparison 
with a “higher” type, “excavations”, it did not allow sharing of the finds between the Egyptian state and the 
finder. A cleaning licence is awarded by the Egyptian authorities to those foreign expeditions which have 
obtained a political consent to the commencement of their work in Egypt but which still lack practical experien- 
ce with field research under the specific conditions of Egypt. After some time has elapsed and after the results 
have been analyzed, the Egyptian authorities may change the research licence classification. The prime scien- 
tific aim of our Institute’s explorations at the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir was the effort to contribute to 
a better understanding of the development of Egyptian society in the middle of the 3rd millenium BC. At that 
time the oldest Egyptian state, the Old Kingdom, reached its peak. It was a period when Egypt flourished, the 
“era of pyramid builders’, the era of the rise of agriculture, crafts, trade and the oldest literature. At the same 
time, Egypt was undergoing deep social transformation and witnessed manifestations of growing economic 
and political crisis. The giant constructions of pyramids of the rulers of the 4th dynasty were bound to 
have grave economic consequences caused by the binding of vast material resources and an immense number 
of Egypt’s workforce to unproductive purposes like cemeteries and cult of the dead. Attempts to alleviate the 
growing contradictions by reorganizing the state’s administration failed. At the same time, there were shifts in 
the field of ideas, from refined theological speculations on the priority of some religious ideas to a wide accept- 
ance of the principles of the cult of the dead, with ever more social strata getting hold of some originally 
strictly royal privileges. The centralized state power began its decline, while the power of some categories of 
clerks, clergy and, above all, provincial nobility was rising. The whole complex process became fully manifest 
during the Sth dynasty and peaked during the following 6th dynasty in economic decline, social conflicts, 
and finally in the total doom of the Old Kingdom. However, it was impossible to explain this important phase 
in the history, i.e. the break-up of the oldest state in the world, on the basis of the historical sources available 
at that time. A systematic search for new material was necessary; only excavations at archaeological localities 
connected with the era of the Old Kingdom could provide such. Owing to the technical difficulties of excava- 
tions in the Nile valley, the most important habitat concentration, exploration activities had to focus on large 
Old Kingdom cemeteries situated on the desert edges, mostly on the west bank of the Nile, from the Delta in the 
north up to the Ist cataract in the south. Among these cemeteries, the prominent position is taken by the complex 
of royal necropolises in the region of Memphis, the capital in the Old Kingdom — the pyramid fields at Abu 
Rawash, Giza, Zawiyet el-Aryan, Abusir, Saqqara, Dahshur and Meidum. 

The excavations at the Mastaba of Ptahshepses were initiated in 1960. Owing to the more pressing 
UNESCO campaign in Nubia, until 1974 the excavations had to proceed in rather short digging seasons, seven 
in all. Many years of work of the small team of Czechoslovak experts, who often had to work in difficult circum- 
stances, brought rich scientific harvest. In contrast to the conclusions of de Morgan it turned out that the 
Mastaba of Ptahshepses is a vast architectural complex. The tomb is of rectangular shape (about 40 by 50 
meters), its longitudinal axis being in the north-south direction. The tomb was surrounded by a massive brick 
wall. The mastaba, built of limestone blocks, consists of two parts, surface and underground. The surface 
part, the superstructure, comprises about four dozen rooms: porticoes, chapels, stores, corridors, staircases 
as well as a large open pillared courtyard and a unique boat-shaped room; no room of this kind has been docu- 
mented in Egypt so far. The underground part, the substructure of the mastaba, consisted of a sarcophagus 
chamber with a small canopy niche, which could be entered via a sloping corridor. Some parts of the mastaba, 
or some elements of its architecture, are in striking contrast with the usual standard of private tombs of that 
time. The first architectonic and archaeological surprise to us was the finding that the tomb had not been built 
according to a single design; it was gradually built in three major stages (not taking into account some smaller 
substages). In this way, the tomb’s architectural monumentality as well as its artistic uniqueness were enhanced. 
The development of the tomb directly depended on the social position of its owner, on the skyrocketing career 
of Ptahshepses in the restless situation in Egypt during the rule of the 5th dynasty. We experienced another 
surprise when we unearthed the monumental room of the mastaba’s entrance, a portico with a pair of 6-meter 
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limestone columns which used to support a massive architrave and huge roof blocks. The total height of the 
portico reached 8 meters. The shape of the columns was really sensational: they were the oldest eight-stemmed 
columns with capitals imitating closed lotus buds found until then. Another architectonic surprise was the sar- 
cophagus chamber whose saddle ceiling was made of massive limestone blocks similarly to contemporary royal 
pyramids. We may summarize that the Mastaba of Ptahshepses is so far the largest and architectonically the 
most complex non-royal tomb from the Old Kingdom. In fact, it is already a transitional hybrid, somewhere 
between the private tomb and the royal mortuary temple. 

All the walls of the surface part of the tomb, except of stores and probably unfinished “boat-shaped” 
room, were originally richly decorated with scenes and inscriptions in reliefs. In closed rooms the reliefs 
were low, with rich polychromy, while in open rooms the reliefs were negative, with light and shade alteration 
effects. It is unfortunate that only a small part, about one sixth, of the original relief decorations of the mastaba 
have been preserved, for what has remained is one of the greatest works of the relief art of the Old Kingdom 
both by its themes and its craft. The selection of themes was closely connected with burial rituals of ancient 
Egyptians and with their ideas of afterlife. The decoration of individual rooms depended on their particular 
functions in the tomb complex and mortuary cult. In rooms forming the entrance to the tomb there was probably 
a biographical inscription of Ptahshepses, which is of great historical importance, although only a few fragments 
have been preserved. In the two rooms following the entrance the most beautiful reliefs have survived. We can 
see there the boats bringing produce from Ptahshepses’ estates to provide for his mortuary cult, butchers 
slaughtering sacrifice animals, sculptors, founders and joiners working in their workshops, gardeners tilling 
orchards and fields and bringing the tomb’s owner baskets heaped with fruit and vegetables, breeders of poultry 
like cranes, geese, ducks, pigeons, etc. According to the beliefs of the Egyptians, all the products and activities 
depicted on the walls of the tomb became real after the priest had read from a sacred papyrus scroll magic 
formulas. Thus these “pictures turned into stone” and accompanying inscriptions enabled the demised person 
to return from the other world into the tomb, take the offerings and live forever. 

In the rays of the omnipotent sun-god Ra, offerings were brought to the pillared courtyard. The pillars 
carry in the negative relief a life-sized portrait of Ptahshepses, taking the visitor from the large stone altar in 
the southern part of the courtyard to the burial place — a sarcophagus chamber in the north-eastern part of 
the tomb. The sarcophagus chamber, whose floor is about 3 meters below the floor of the surface part of the 
tomb, contains two rectangular sarcophagi made of red Aswan granite. One of them was meant for Ptahshepses, 
the other for his wife, Princess Khamerernebty, the daughter of Pharaoh Neuserre. 

As early as in ancient times, following the end of the New Kingdon, a systematic destruction of the 
Mastaba of Ptahshepses set on. It became, like many other royal as well as private tombs in the vicinity, 
a “quarry” where it was all too easy to “claim” limestone, granite, basalt, alabaster, etc. to build new tombs or 
other structures in the valley of the Nile. The destructive activities focused mainly on the wall casing of 
white limestone originating from quarries at Tura on the east bank of the Nile, while the walls themselves, 
which were made of coarse yellowish limestone quarried near the tomb on the west bank of the Nile were 
ignored. As it sometimes happens, bad things may turn into good ones; this was the case of the substantially 
damaged structure of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses. On the exposed walls from which relief linings had been 
torn, short inscription and signs were found on coarse blocks after many meters of sand and rubble had been 
removed. These were the so-called graffiti left there by the builders of the tomb. As a rule, they were painted 
there, quickly and in cursive form, with a brush, using red, black or yellow color. The total of more than 
four hundred were discovered, thus representing the largest set of written monuments of this kind pre- 
served from the era of the Old Kingdom. The scientific value of the graffiti is immense. They contain not 
only concrete data on the course of work during the building of the mastaba, but also information 
on administrative and organizational background of the construction. Thus they represent a new and so far 
little known and appreciated source providing us with information on the organization of work, technical 
knowhow and art of “pyramid builders’. 

Apart from architecture, reliefs and graffiti, the excavations in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses brought a large 
number (about 10 thousand) of archaeological artefacts; we were able to document not only finds like frag- 
ments of reliefs, sculptures, earthenware, cult objects, tools, but also secondary burials which took place in later 
periods, etc. The total of the finds give us a picture (thanks to epigraphic monuments sometimes very vivid 
and detailed) of the owner of the tomb, of his rise from the position of royal manicurist and barber to that of the 
vizier and finally Pharaoh’s son-in-law. They also provide us with indirect testimony on contradictions within 
the ruling dynasty and on the deepening economic crisis in Egypt. The exploration of the Mastaba of Ptahshep- 
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ses gathered valuable historical sources and so met the expectations at its beginning. It became a deep probe into 
the distant era of four and a half thousand years ago, into intricate and so far little-explored social and eco- 
nomic problems of the oldest state in the world, the Old Kingdom of Egypt. 


South Field at Abusir 


After the unearthing of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses had been completed in the mid-1970s, there was 
uncertainty concerning further field research and the activities of the Institute of Egyptology in general. After 
the death of Professor Z. Zaba and shortly thereafter of his successor, dr. F. Vahala, a certain weakening of the 
Institute’s position could be observed. In that difficult situation the concept of continuity of work in Egypt 
finally prevailed, again to be based on the field work at Abusir. The knowledge obtained from the work at the 
Mastaba of Ptahshepses until then as well as the reevaluation of older finds made by the German expedition 
at the beginning of the 20th century and their confrontation with other publications of contemporaneous 
epigraphic and archaeological materials resulted in the belief that vital but still missing sources to the history of 
Egypt in the middle of the 3rd millenium BC, of the peak period and beginning disintegration of the Old King- 
dom, could be found precisely at Abusir, in the southern, still unexplored part of the necropolis. After 
protracted negotiations the Egyptian authorities generously granted our Institute of Egyptology an extensive 
concession for explorations in the area south of the pyramid complex of Neferirkare. The concession was 
given preliminary name “Abusir — South Field’. The extent of the above concession and expected difficulties 
of archaeological character on the one hand and limited personal, financial and material possibilities of the 
Institute on the other hand made it necessary to concentrate, from the very beginning, on a complex concept of 
future research, on seeking new and effective methods of work, techniques and optimal forms of organization. 
It goes without saying that such a research concept involved no small risks. 

The exploration of Abusir — South Field, commenced in October 1976, has been evolving in four mu- 
tually complementary directions: 

— archaeological prospection of the locality; 

— excavations, i.e. trial diggings and areal excavations; 

— assessment and publication of the finds (including complementary laboratory analyses); and 

— reconstruction and presentation of the most important of the discovered buildings and archaeological 
artifacts. 

Of course such a longterm systematical and complex research lies beyond the scope of our Institute’s 
possibilities and is provided for by means of coordinated efforts of experts from various Czechoslovak research 
facilities. It should also be added that the research pursued under expert supervision of the relevant Egyptian 
authorities must respect Egyptian regulations, above all the antiquities law. The first stage of the surface 
exploration combined with geophysical prospection of the locality gave us a rather general but very important 
idea of the scope and nature of its monuments. It also enabled, before any excavations were started, to make 
an archaeological division of Abusir — South Field into three sectors: Eastern, Central and Western. 

The Eastern sector of the South Field covers a vast plain, sloping to the south east from the mortuary 
temple of Neuserre to the edge of the Nile valley, to gardens and fields of the village of Abusir. The southern 
boundary of the sector is marked by a shallow valley in north-east direction. At the eastern boundary of the 
sector there is a small isolated hillock, conspicuously protruding from otherwise flat terrain. It attracted 
attention of Lepsius expedition already, which took it for remains of a pyramid (No. 28), and later, at the 
beginning of our century, it even became an object of a limited survey of another German expedition to Abusir, 
that of Borchardt. The conclusions of their survey were not quite convincing, but Borchardt supported 
the theory that the hillock was, in fact, the ruins of a pyramid from the Old Kingdom. The geophysical 
prospection (applying magnetometric and electric resistance methods) by the Czechoslovak expedition through- 
out the Eastern sector cast doubt on this belief rather than confirmed it; the values obtained suggested that 
it is probably a natural formation, a hillock, on whose sides there are remains of brick buildings. However, 
the final solution of the riddle will be provided by future archaeological excavations. The geophysical prospec- 
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tion of the locality has shown, above all, that the whole area of the Eastern sector is covered by a vast 
agglomeration of smaller rectangular structures, built of mudbricks and limestone. After taking into account 
the data provided by the surface archaeological prospection, it was possible to make a preliminary assessment 
and interpret the agglomeration aS a vast cemetery with dozens of mastaba-type tombs. The follow-up 
archaeological excavations fully confirmed the above assumption. 

Archaeological exploration employing the method of excavations was commenced at the western edge 
of the sector at the location where the center of the cemetery with the oldest and probably the most important 
tombs could be assumed. It was already the discovery and excavation of the first mastaba that brought several 
surprises. Above all it turned out that it was the tomb of Princess Khekeretnebty, the daughter of Djedkare 
Isesi, the ruler of the second half of the 5th dynasty (Isesi was not buried at Abusir, but at the neighboring 
royal necropolis at Saqqara). The finding of the mastaba not only enabled to specify more precisely the chrono- 
logy of the cemetery in the Eastern sector but, for the first time, questioned the seemingly illogical historical 
situation: why did the ruler Djedkare leave the royal necropolis at Abusir and, at the same time, had a cemetery 
set up of his family members who would have been expected to be buried close to him. There was another 
surprise; the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty had been preserved in an unusually good condition. Its superstructure 
was even largely preserved in its original height, at some places with ceiling slabs in situ. The superstructu- 
re was built in two stages: the original tomb was, shortly after its completion, extended in northern direction; 
it was this extension where Tisethor, perhaps Khekeretnebty’s daughter, was buried. The superstructure, 
i.e. the surface part of the mastaba, consists of an anteroom, offering chapel of Princes Khekeretnebty 
and of serdab (Arabic word for “cellar”, in Egyptian tombs a windowless room to house the statue of the 
tomb’s owner). In the extended northern part of superstructure there is a chapel of Tisethor. On the walls 
of Khekeretnebty’s cult rooms rare wall paintings were discovered with scenes of a funeral repast, mu- 
sicians, butchers, offerings, etc. Although the composition and techniques of the paintings are simple 
and modest, the fact that they remained unifinished is remarkable and important for art historians. The 
paintings were abandoned at different stages of completion and today they document quite clearly the 
procedures and techniques of painters in ancient Egypt. In the offering chapel, fragments of an incomplete ste- 
la of Khekeretnebty, so-called false door, were found, and in the serdab torsos of two wooden statues of the 
princess. Serdab brought another, this time totally unexpected find: skeletal remains of a man buried there 
relatively recently, about 40 years before. An inevitable question arises whether this “discovery”? might be 
connected with the fact that precisely at that time, i.e. in the 1940s, a fragment of Khekeretnebty’s false-door 
stela found its way first into one private collection in Europe and then into the Brooklyn Museum, USA. 

The underground part of the mastaba, Khekeretnebty’s sarcophagus chamber (Tisethor’s sarcophagus 
chamber in the extension of the mastaba had been completely destroyed), contained another, still greater 
surprise. The builder of the mastaba underrated the pressure on the ceiling of the chamber and so one 
of the limestone ceiling slabs collapsed shortly after the construction had been completed and the princess 
placed into the sarcophagus. After the cave-in, the chamber was full of superstructure debris. The thieves who 
probably broke in the tomb as early as during the lst Intermediate Period were afraid of the dangerous 
chamber and knew that a single careless motion could result in the breaking of more cracked ceiling .slabs 
and total destruction of the chamber. That is why they robbed only the part of the sarcophagus which was not 
covered with debris. The part of the burial equipment which was buried under the cave-in has been preserved 
to this day, like miniature symbolic copper and stone vessels used during the ritual of so-called Opening of 
the Mouth, an alabaster tablet of sacred oils, a damaged alabaster head-rest, fine earthenware, etc. Only 
rags of inscribed bandage have been found of the princess’s mummy as well as incomplete skeleton remains, 
similarly to the adjacent chamber of Tisethor. Anthropological examination showed that Khekeretnebty 
died at the age of about 35, while Tisethor, who was probably Khekeretnebty’s daughter, died at about 16. 

It was above all stratigraphy rather than extant epigraphic monuments that showed that the Mastaba 
of Prince Neserkauhor, neighboring with the tomb of Khekeretnebty on the south-east, is of a slightly later 
date. In principle, its ground plan hardly differs from that of the tomb of Khekeretnebty. Also the construction 
material used (mudbricks and coarsely worked limestone) is the same, only the mudbricks prevailed in the 
masonry of the tomb. It is not surprising therefore that the tomb of Neserkauhor has suffered more destruction. 
Unlike the previous tomb it was situated on sloping ground, at a lower elevation and nearer to the edge of the 
cemetery, being more exposed to destruction and erosion. The tomb’s substructure, i.e. the burial chamber and 
vertical access shaft, were found empty; there was not even a sarcophagus there. As not a trace of the sarcopha- 
gus was discovered, we may assume that it was either wooden and was later totally destroyed, or that, for some 
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unknown reason, the prince was not buried in the tomb after all. The Egyptological riddles connected with this 
mastaba include a lintel, a block over doorway, with the name and titles of Neserkauhor and the mortuary 
formula. Originally it was placed in the offering chapel in the southern part of the mastaba’s superstructure 
and during our explorations it was found in the debris filling the shaft leading to the sarcophagus chamber 
of the adjacent tomb of Khekeretnebty. Doubts about chronology were already raised by the very name 
Neserkauhor, modeled on a similar name of the ruler Menkauhor, the predecessor of Djedkare Isesi. The 
assumption that Neserkauhor may have been Menkauhor’s son is, however, hardly supported by the archaeo- 
logical findings from which it follows that Neserkauhor’s tomb is of a later date than that of Khekeretneb- 
ty. 

The Mastaba of the scribe Idu and his wife Khenit, built south of the tomb of Khekeretnebty, was also 
robbed as early as in ancient times. It is also substantially damaged and only a torso of its superstructure has 
been preserved. However, even such a torso enabled us to reconstruct the plan of the tomb. It is the so-called 
corridor type of the mastaba with a single narrow and long offering room in the eastern part of superstructure. 
At the southern edge of the offering room we found in situ the remains of the stela of Idu, at the northern edge 
the rest of the stela of Khenit. Our research has shown that the mastaba was extensively rebuilt in connection 
with the subsequent construction of a separate burial chamber for Khenit, who survived her husband and wished 
to be buried with him. However, the damaged and archaeologically relatively ‘“poor’’ mastaba did yield one 
historically very important find, the hieratic inscription in red on the northern side of the coarsely hewed li- 
mestone sarcophagus discovered in the burial chamber of Idu. The inscription, which was deliberately damaged 
by attempts to remove it, provides valuable data on the history of the necropolis at Abusir, where Idu was the 
superior of mortuary priests of Khentkaus, the royal mother (see below). 

Near the south-western corner of the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty another mastaba was built, employing 
a similar plan. It belonged to Princess Hedjetnebu. Although the two mastabas are structurally connected, 
it can be proved that the extension of the northern part of the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty, undertaken when 
a separate burial chamber for Tisethor was being built, is of a later date than the Mastaba of Hedjetnebu, 
which was built either at the same time as the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty or shortly thereafter. Also this 
tomb, which was built of mudbricks and coarsely hewed limestone blocks, was robbed and damaged in the past. 
That made even more interesting our discovery of a wooden polychromatic statuette of a princess standing 
in the mastaba’s serdab. The large number of skeletal remains found in the robbed sarcophagus chamber led 
to an interesting anthropological finding: Hedjetnebu and Khekeretnebty were kins, probably they were 
sisters. This finding was corroborated by anthropological material from another tomb situated to the north-east 
of the Mastaba of Hedjetnebu. The tomb was even more damaged and as no epigraphic identification of its 
owner was found there, it was given a simple archaeological designation ‘““Mastaba L”. In the robbed and largely 
demolished sarcophagus chamber of the mastaba, incomplete skeletal remains of a woman were found who, 
although she was significanty older (her age was between 50 and 60) than Princesses Khekeretnebty and Hed- 
jetnebu, was a kin of both. These seemingly unostentatious anthropological finds are of extraordinary historical 
importance. They complement the epigraphic and archaeological sources and show beyond any doubt that | 
in the part of the cemetery in the Eastern sector which has been explored so far it was, above all, the members 
of Djedkare’s and perhaps of Menkauhor’s royal families of the second half of the 5th dynasty that were buried 
there. As it has not been possible yet to identify safely the remains of a single ruler of the Old Kingdom, the 
new anthropological findings at Abusir acquire special importance. 

In the Eastern sector, the last unearthed tomb so far is the Mastaba of Mernefu, the administrator of the 
royal palace. The tomb is situated north-east of the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty. Its plan is very different from 
the other mastabas discovered so far. There is no complex system of chambers or chapels there, only a niche 
was found in the eastern wall. In the western wall of the niche, a stela of a false door must have been situated 
and in front of it, on the floor, a round, stone offering table on which offerings were laid during burial rituals. 
In the serdab, torsos of five wooden statues of Mernefu were found close to the niche. Hieroglyphic 
inscriptions on statue pedestals contain not only the name of the owner of the mastaba, but also his titles. 
The burial chamber in the tomb’s substructure was broken through from above, robbed and later totally 
demolished. The few archaeological finds made there which are worth mentioning include e. g. a mummified 
sex organ fixed by means of bandages to the body of the deceased and a fragment of a linen, stucco-covered 
and polychromatic mask, originally laid on the mummy’s face. = 

At the time when all the tombs mentioned so far were serving its purpose at the royal necropolis, i.e. some 
time at the end of the Sth or the beginning of the 6th dynasty, a bizarre brick structure was built at the open 
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space demarcated by the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty in the west, that of Neserkauhor in the south and that 
of Mernefu in the north. The structure consisted of three chambers; two in the south-western and one in the 
north-western corner of the courtyard; there was also a group of round offering tables and the libation basin in 
the middle of the courtyard. In one of the chambers, a red-painted vaulting has been preserved, one of the 
oldest and rarest findings of its kind in Egyptian archaeology. Both the location and arrangement of this complex 
of brick structures leaves no doubt concerning their purpose. For historical reasons the tomb of Khekeretnebty 
became dominant in this part of the cemetery, while in the courtyard in front of the tomb’s eastern wall the 
mortuary cult became concentrated. It was probably the cult of Khekeretnebty, who became a kind of “patron” 
of this part of the cemetery. It may be the location where the mortuary cult concentrated from adjacent tombs 
as the economic situation made it no longer possible to continue with individual cults in each tomb separately. 
Thus the finding is an interesting contribution to our knowledge of religious, economic and political situation 
in the royal necropolis towards the end of the Old Kingdom. 

The Central sector of the South Field is situated south of the pyramid and the mortuary temple of Nefe- 
rirkare. In this case, too, the archaeological survey and the geophysical prospection made much more precise 
our idea of fundamental archaeological objects, their structure and orientation even before our excavations 
had commenced. Some of these objects are visible with the naked eye and had been localized and partly even 
explored before. The Lepsius expedition in the mid-19th century localized as many as four pyramids (Nos. 23 
to 26), but it must be added that their identification was not flawless. Some objects were mistaken for pyramids 
and vice versa. Several objects show discernible traces of trial diggings, but it is no more possible to determine 
who and when made them. 

The Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology of Charles University commenced excavations in the Central 
sector as early as in 1976, in the large rectangular object close to the southern side of the Pyramid of Ne- 
ferirkare. At the beginning of our century already, a short prospection was made there by L. Borchardt; when 
he came to the conclusion that the object was a twin-mastaba, he lost interest in the location. However, 
the east-west orientation of the object as well as the surface exploration of it suggested that rather than 
a mastaba it was a small pyramid complex, i.e. a pyramid and a temple adjacent to it at its eastern side. The 
working hypothesis at the beginning of the exploration in 1976 assumed that it should be the burial complex 
of the Queen Khentkaus, the wife of Neferirkare. However, already the first epigraphic finds shattered the abo- 
ve assumption. Both literally and figuratively, quite a new and unexpected picture began to emerge from the 
sand, showing events which took place at about the time of the mid-Sth dynasty. The construction was really 
commenced towards the conclusion of the reign of Neferirkare as a small pyramid complex of Khentkaus, the 
principal wife of the ruler. The red hieratic graffito, discovered on a block in the caved-in core of the pyramid 
at about the level of the sarcophagus chamber ceiling, indicated that the construction of the pyramid complex 
was probably interrupted. The assumed interruption took place in the 10th year of the reign of a ruler whose 
identity has not been clarified yet, probably of Neferirkare (in the archaeological and chronological context 
the above assumption is more probable than another opinion according to which the date refers to the renewal 
of the interrupted construction activities during the reign of Neuserre). According to the original project, 
the two parts of the queens’ tomb complex, i.e. the pyramid and the mortuary temple, should have been 
surrounded in the west, south and east by a massive wall built of limestone blocks. The period of unrest following 
the death of Neferirkare, a short-lived rule of his elder son Raneferef and a clearly even shorter ‘‘intermezzo”’ 
of the reign of the so far little-known ruler Shepseskare caused, however, that the construction could be 
completed only during the rule of Neuserre, the younger son of Neferirkare. At first, Neuserre finished the 
pyramid complex according to the original design, but later he rebuilt and extended it substantially using, ho- 
wever, cheaper material like mudbricks rather than limestone. At its completion, the side of the pyramid 
equaled 50 cubits, i.e. roughly 26 meters. At the angle of 52°, which was ascertained beyond doubt from our 
finds of blocks stemming from the pyramid’s casing as well as from our finding of a fragment of the pyramidion, 
the pyramid reached the height of about 16 meters. Its substructure consisted of a sarcophagus chamber, 
accessible from the north by a sloping corridor. To the general surprise, however, neither a trace of any 
sarcophagus was found during the exploration of the chamber (in this type of tomb, a granite or limestone 
sarcophagus was expected) nor original skeletal remains could be discovered. The secondary burial of a child 
which we found in a canopy pit in the floor of the chamber may date from the Middle or even the New Kingdom. 

Our exploration made in the course of several short excavation seasons brought a great number of 
archaeological and epigraphic finds on the one hand, but it indicated, on the other hand, the scope of the later 
destruction of the object. The claiming of material in this easily accessible ‘“quarry”’ resulted in the destruction 
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of about 75 % of the pyramid and about 90 % of the temple. In spite of the fact that in some parts of the temple 
not even the prints of the walls had been preserved, a theoretical reconstruction of the tomb complex of Khent- 
kaus is possible by means of comparing all available sources, including those which originate from other 
pyramid complexes of the Old Kingdom. The older stage of the construction of the pyramid temple, roughly 
corresponding to the original design of Neferirkare, but completed only by Neuserre, included, above all, the 
offering chamber with a stela and an altar as well as three small statue chambers. The walls of these rooms, 
situated in the western half of the temple, carried surprisingly rich relief decorations. Besides the central scene 
of funeral feast, the reliefs show the bringing of offerings, slaughtering scenes, agricultural activities, proces- 
sions of personified mortuary estates, catching of birds, but also a procession of the royal family of Neuserre 
before “the mother of the King of Upper and Lower Egypt and the (acting) King of Upper and Lower Egypt”, 
etc. The same title as in the above scene, unique in the history of Egypt, can be also seen in the fragments of the 
so-called false-door stela of the offering chamber (see below on an important change of the determination 
of the pyramid complex). The eastern half of the older, i.e. stone part of the temple was filled with a pillared 
courtyard. Out of the original eight pillars, only two could be found, both incomplete and only one of them 
in situ. Both carry the rest of the queen’s title and her name. Another finding was almost sensational: on the 
forehead of the hieroglyphic sign of a woman sitting on a throne and determining the queen’s name there is 
a so-called vulture diadem depicted in one case, and an upreared cobra, ureus, in the other. Only pharaohs 
and gods were depicted carrying a ureus on the forehead. 

The principal, brick part of the temple was a substantial extension of the structure towards east and south. 
The southern part the tomb complex of the queen included, for the first time, the so-called cult pyramid, 
which had been known until then from pyramid complexes of ruling kings only. The south-eastern part of the 
extended temple consisted of five store-rooms, while the north-eastern part featured a columned hall (with 
a single column!), later converted into priests’ dwellings. Another new structure was an entrance complex 
with a pillared portico and a short S-shaped access ramp. During one of the last reconstructions even a potter’s 
workshop including a kiln was built in the medium part of the temple. 

From among a large number of archaeological and epigraphic finds discovered during excavations 
at the pyramid complex of Khentkaus, only the most important can be briefly mentioned here. The most 
numerous include relief fragments (sometimes even whole relief blocks), masons’ graffiti, clay sealings, 
faience ornaments, earthenware, stone vessels, tools, etc. However, the finds which are among the historically 
most important include the remains of the papyrus archive, numbering about 200 small fragments. The archive 
contains, apart from other things, precious data on the no more existing architecture of the temple. The strati- 
fied finds of the sealings enable a very precise reconstruction of both the chronology and functions of the 
temple. E.g. we learn from them that the mortuary cult of the temple was discontinued at the time of the 6th 
dynasty during the rule of Pepi II. Other sources suggest that shortly thereafter, towards the end of the Old 
Kingdom or at the beginning of the Ist Intermediate Period, the tomb was robbed. At the beginning of the 
Middle Kingdom, the cult of Khentkaus may have been briefly revived. However, the end of the New Kingdom 
was the beginning of the gradual destruction of the pyramid complex. Moreover, its premises began to serve 
as a cemetery where people from neighboring villages would be buried in simple wooden anthropoid coffins. 

What is the principal contribution of our discovery of the pyramid complex of Khentkaus at Abusir to histo- 
rical knowledge? The testimony of unexpected epigraphic and archaeological materials shows that this 
tomb complex, built by Neferirkare for his wife Khentkaus, was completed only by Neuserre, who founded 
there a cult of Khentkaus, the deified ‘‘mother of the King of Upper and Lower Egypt and (acting) King of 
Upper and Lower Egypt”, the Queen Regent. The great tomb of this famous and mysterious personality of 
Egyptian history was discovered as early as half a century ago by the Egyptian archaeologist Selim Hassan 
at the royal cemetery at Giza. The surprising finds at Abusir and the discovery of new archaeological and epi- 
graphic materials opened the way to the solution of one of the most complicated genealogical and historical 
riddles connected with the so far obscure end of the 4th and onset of the 5th dynasties, which Egyptologists 
sometimes call, rather simply but correctly, the “problem of Khentkaus’’. 

The Unfinished Pyramid (given No. 26 by the Lepsius expedition) on the western edge of the Central 
Sector of the South Field has always been one of the riddles not only of Abusir, but also of pyramid fields of 
Memphis in general. Some ascribed it to Raneferef, others to Shepseskare or to some other ruler. These 
were always mere conjectures. Everybody agreed, however, that its construction was abandoned shortly 
after its commencement and that it could never have served its original purpose, that of a tomb. During his 
explorations at Abusir, L. Borchardt even carried out a probe in an open pit which he assumed to contain an 
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access corridor leading to the heart of the pyramid, but he failed to achieve any archaeological result. A re- 
newed exploration by the Czechoslovak expedition in 1986 at the location of the above old probe showed 
that it was really irony of fate that Borchardt did not continue in his exploration for at least several more hours. 
Only one meter beneath the level where he stopped digging, he would have found the remains of the granite 
structure blocking the access corridor leading to the sarcophagus chamber. On the lateral wall of the corridor 
he would also have found a black graffito carrying the name of Raneferef. An experienced archaeologist like 
Borchardt would have reached the conclusion that the Unfinished Pyramid was built by Raneferef and that 
the substructure of the tomb was finished in the distant past and that it served its principal purpose, i.e. as 
a royal tomb. 

The structure designated as the Unfinished Pyramid is, in fact, the first stage of the core of a pyramid 
which was to become, after the pyramid of Neferirkare, the second largest in Abusir. The surface archaeological 
survey together with geophysical prospection and the data obtained from the reevaluation of some older 
archaeological epigraphic finds led, however, to a conclusion which was opposed to the prevailing Egyptolog- 
ical assumption that the structure was unfinished, abandoned and never used. In fact, the conclusion of our 
exploration was unambiguous; in front of the eastern wall of the Unfinished Pyramid there is a large structure 
of mudbricks, whose outline roughly corresponds to the mortuary temple of the 5th dynasty. Some epigraphic 
monuments already known then, e.g. the papyri from the Neferirkare’s mortuary temple archive, quite 
clearly pointed out to the existence in the context of the necropolis of Abusir of a mortuary temple of Rane- 
feref, which had not been evidenced by archaeological research until then. All the above facts provided the 
basis for our working hypothesis which we used from the beginning of our exploration of the Unfinished 
Pyramid in 1980 and whose correctness was confirmed by our first probes already. 

In the course of five excavation seasons we succeeded in collecting in the complex of the Unfinished 
Pyramid a large amount of information and valuable archaeological and epigraphic finds; these have enabled 
us to make at least a preliminary reconstruction of the course of historical events which took place at about the 
middle of the Sth dynasty. Raneferef, the eldest son of Neferirkare, assumed the throne immediately 
after the death of his father and began the construction of his own pyramid in the vicinity of his father’s tomb. 
He died very young, however, only after 2 or 3 years’ rule, when only the first stage of the core of the pyramid, 
including its substructure, was completed in the unfinished tomb complex. The successor of Raneferef — and 
several sporadic finds of seal prints seem to suggest that it was rather Shepseskare than Neuserre, Raneferef’s 
younger brother—had the young pharaoh buried in the already completed sarcophagus chamber. In front of 
the eastern wall of the unfinished core of the pyramid he provided for a hasty construction of a small mortuary 
temple of limestone. The temple was very simple; it consisted of an offering chamber with an altar and of two 
narrow chambers at its sides, in which two cultic wooden barges were probably placed. From the entrance to 
the small temple in the south a low ramp led to the anteroom with a small libation basin. The fact that the small 
temple is situated at the part of the pyramid’s fundaments which was meant for the limestone casing of the py- 
ramid, testifies to the haste with which it was built. After the burial of Raneferef, the Unfinished Pyramid was 
cased with white limestone blocks from the quarries at Tura at the opposite bank of the Nile. In this way, 
it was converted, simply and quickly, into a large mastaba. At the top it was “sealed” with a thin layer of 
clay (tafla in Arabic) into which coarse gravel abundant in the desert everywhere around was pressed. 

It was only during the reign of Neuserre that the tomb complex of Raneferef took its final shape. In se- 
veral major stages it was rebuilt and extended; these reconstructions, however, employed cheap building 
materials like mudbricks and wood. It was only exceptionally that some parts of the structure, like columns 
in the portico, wall linings and the pavement of one of the rooms important for the cult, the drainage system, 
etc., were made of limestone. At the same time as the first large-scale extension of the construction, a large 
brick temple of rectangular ground plan was built along the whole length of the eastern wall of the Unfinished 
Pyramid. Its longitudinal axis was oriented in the north-south direction, which was unusual in pyramid 
temples. The eastern entrance to the temple consisted of a portico with a pair of four-stemmed lotus columns. 
The northern wing of the temple housed, above all, ten store-rooms arranged into five pairs. On the other 
hand, a substantial part of the temple was taken by a large columned hall, a hypostyl, decorated with 
twenty six-stemmed lotus columns supporting a flat wooden bluepainted ceiling adorned with golden stars. 
The hall, which was probably an imitation of the throne room of Pharaoh’s earthly palace, was of special reli- 
gious importance. That is why it was possible to find there and in the vicinity wooden sculptures (probably 
stemming from Pharaoh’s throne) of the so-called imprisoned enemies of Egypt as well as torsos of the 
statues of the ruler. Both the statues of prisoners and the royal sculptures rank among masterpieces of Egyp- 
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tian art. Of course, the discovery of the columned hall was exceptionally important for the history of archi- 
tecture, too, as it is the oldest example of a columned hall in Egyptian architecture found so far! 

The last large-scale reconstruction of the temple brought its substantial extension towards the east. Above 
all, a large columned courtyard was built, decorated with wooden palm-imititating columns. An altar used to 
be placed in the open columned courtyard to enable some mortuary rituals. When a decline of the temple set 
on later, the gallery of the courtyard was filled with primitive brick dwellings of priests. At the same time as 
the columned courtyard, a monumental entrance was built at the eastern side of the temple decorated with a pair 
of six-stemmed papyrus columns of fine white limestone. 

Excavations of the columned courtyard showed that its southern outside wall was a part of another, older 
structure. Our find was made even more interesting and mysterious by the fact that the two outside corners of 
the latter structure unearthed so far were round-shaped. In fact, there are only a few monuments of the 3rd 
millennium Egypt with rounded corners. The following exploration of the object brought another unique find of 
Egyptian archaeology, the so-called Sanctuary of the Knife. The Sanctuary, in fact a ritual slaughterhouse, 
was built of mudbricks and its longitudinal axis, similarly to that of the first large-scale extension of the pyramid 
temple built at the same time, is oriented in the north-east direction. The outside wall’s outer surface was 
slightly tilted, plastered and whitewashed, its height reaching 4 meters. The Sanctuary had a single entrance 
in the north. The offering animals, mostly cattle, but also capricorns, gazelles, etc., were slaughtered exclusively 
with flint knives at a small open space, after having been brought to the ground and tied to large stone blocks 
anchored in the floor. The slaughtered animals were quartered on a nearby chopping-block. Still in the Sanctu- 
ary of the Knife, the meat was roasted, boiled or dried in the sun and stored. We have learned from the written 
documents, the papyri of the mortuary temple of Raneferef, that on the occasion of a single feast in the 
year 13 bulls were slaughtered every day, at a rate of 10 a day. The total number of offering animals at all 
necropolises and especially at royal pyramid complexes must have been tremendous considering the fact that as 
many as 130 bulls were slaughtered within such a short space of time for the needs of mortuary cult of a single 
ruler! It should be added that the meat presented to the spirit of the dead person at daily mortuary rituals was 
eventually consumed by numerous personnel providing for the operation of necropolises, i.e. by priests, 
guardians, etc. 

The mortuary cult of Raneferef flourished further under the rule of Djedkare Isesi. Most of the papyri 
which were discovered in the Raneferef temple archive stem from that time. From the beginning of the 6th 
dynasty on, however, the mortuary cult of Raneferef began its decline. The north-western part of the temple 
where stores were located was damaged by a fire, individual rooms as well as larger parts of the temple were 
gradually put out of operation and closed. At the beginning of the 6th dynasty, under the rule of Teti, even the 
Sanctuary of the Knife was closed forever. The few priests who settled in the columned courtyard of the temple 
continued to live there as late as during the long rule of Pepi II. Towards the end of Pepi II’s rule, Egypt en- 
tered a period of a deep social and economic crisis; it was probably then that the tomb of Raneferef was looted. 
Following consolidation at the beginning of the Middle Kingdom, the cult was revived briefly in a small part of 
the temple, which had, like the Sanctuary of the Knife, already been in ruins and covered with sand. In the 
deserted ruins of the Sanctuary of the Knife the secondary cemetery was founded already then. Similarly to the 
neighboring royal tomb complexes, even here an era began of systematic destruction and of the foundation of 
new, so-called secondary cemeteries of common people from the nearby valley of the Nile who wished to find 
their last resting place close to the monuments of gods and heroes of the distant past. Our recapitulation of the 
results obtained so far from the still unfinished explorations in the Raneferef tomb complex would not be 
complete without at least a brief survey of the most important archaeological and epigraphic finds, although 
some of them have been mentioned already. | 

From the point of historical knowledge, the papyrus archive of the Raneferef mortuary temple is the 
most precious. It is much larger and its content is much more valuable than the small torso of the above men- 
tioned pyramid tomb of Khentkaus; it is comparable to the papyrus archive discovered by fellahs and tomb 
robbers at the end of the last century near the Pyramid of Neferirkare. The Raneferef archive, already the third 
discovered at Abusir and the second discovered by the expedition of the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology 
of Charles University, comprises about 2,000 fragments, including some complete rolls. Its oldest parts date 
from the time of Djedkare, the youngest from that of Pepi II. The archive contains royal decrees, lists of the 
temple inventory, accounting documentation on the temple’s economic activities, schedules of priestly duties, 
etc. With respect to the role of the necropolis in religious and economic life of Egypt it can be considered a part 
of the Egyptian state archive of the Old Kingdom. 
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Of quite extraordinary importance are the royal sculptures discovered in the mortuary temple of. Ra- 
neferef. We succeeded in finding several dozen fragments of statues of Raneferef made of basalt, diorite, 
limestone, alabaster, reddish quartzite and wood, including six complete portraits of the ruler. The statues were 
originally located in various parts of the temple and played an important role in religious rites. Typologically, 
they are various depictions of the ruler sitting on the throne or walking, wearing the Upper Egypt crown or 
the head-dress called nemes, etc. In two portraits, the back of the head of the ruler is even protected by the 
falcon god, similarly as in the case of the famous Rakhef diorite statue, the only royal statue of this type now 
known from the Old Kingdom, exhibited today in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo. One of the two statues of Ra- 
neferef with the falcon god Horus represents a new, so far unknown type of a royal statue from the Old King- 
dom. The above statues are masterpieces of the old Egyptian sculpture. Their discovery, the third largest 
discovery of Old Kingdom royal statues, fills a significant gap which has existed so far in the materials serving 
as sources for the study of the development of the old Egyptian sculpture in the 3rd millenium BC. 

We have already mentioned the importance of clay sealings when describing the finds made in the Khent- 
kaus mortuary temple complex. Similar monuments were also discovered in the mortuary temple of Raneferef, 
but in incomparably higher quantity. There are hundreds of them; in some parts of the temple many basketfuls 
were found. It can be stated already today that the discovery by the Czechoslovak expedition of the sealings 
has more than doubled the total number of oe and published monuments of this kind, dating from the 
Old Kingdom of Egypt. 3 

_ The discovery of the fragments of faience ornaments and fritt tablets may not be as spectacular as that 
of the royal sculptures or not as rich as that of the sealings, but it is, nevertheless, a very valuable contribution 
to our knowledge. It is again a unique archaeological discovery, still party veiled in mystery as far as the 
original location and meaning of these tiny, frail epigraphic monuments are concerned. Some of them were 
probably:set in large wooden symbolic vessels used in temple rituals. Others, above all the blue fritt tablets, 
engraved with pictures of the pharaoh and god and with hieroglyphic inscriptions, adorned with white paste 
and plated with thin gold foil, are still a subject of conjectures. 

By emphasizing several selected monuments we want in no way to diminish the historical value of the other 
archaeological and epigraphic discoveries made in the Raneferef complex. Each of all the tools, earthen- 
ware, all the potsherds with hieratic inscriptions, stone vessels and many others, brings its own message, 
being the proverbial tiny piece contributing to the general mosaic of historical events in Egypt in the second 
half of the 3rd millenium BC. “ 

In the Western Sector of Abusir — South Field only a single archaeological object was down the alleged 
pyramid No. 27 discovered by the German expedition of Lepsius in the mid-19th century. However, already 
. the initial surface survey showed that although the structure was of square ground plan, it was not a pyramid. 
Moreover, the geophysical prospection proved that in immediate vicinity there were five more similar objects — 
of square ground plan. The exploration initiated in 1980 brought a surprising discovery before long; the alleged 
pyramid No. 27 is, in fact, a large complex of shafts from the end of the Late Period, about the end of the 
6th century BC. The plan of the shafts has been unique. so far in the context of Egyptian archaeology. Its 
substructure consists of a large pit (of about 5 by 5 meters), surrounded on all sides by “peripheral” mutually 
connected shafts arranged in to form a.square. The shafts were filled with fine sand from which all larger 
gravel had been removed. The intention of the builder was obvious; the complex of mutually connected shafts 
enabled the sand to flow freely and so block the access to the underground, to the burial chamber at the 
bottom of the central shaft. Moreover, the sand barrier made in this way increased the stability of the structure, 
hewed in a massive layer of hard clay. Our exploration of the shafts, very penne and dangerous, has reached 
the depth of about 17 meters so far. | 

At present, the superstructure of the shaft tomb consists of a massive limestone wall, about 3 meters 
thick and 3 meters high, without a single entrance opening. The peripheral shafts have been covered by 
a dry layer of coarse blocks. The rest of the false vaulting of limestone over the central pit enables a hypotheti- 
cal reconstruction of a small “hollow” structure, perhaps in the shape of a small pyramid which may have 
exceeded the horizon of the outside wall by a few meters only. The archaeological discoveries made so far con- 
firm the assumption that the mortuary cult object, without which the tomb complex could hardly do without, 
has been situated outside the enclosure wall, probably in front of the eastern side of the shaft tomb. 

_ In the underground of the shaft tomb a burial chamber with double sarcophagus of limestone and of 
basalt was discovered. The sarcophagus, damaged by the robbers already in the antiquity, was empty and pro- 
bably never contained a mummy. The inscriptions found both on the walls of the burial chamber and on the - 
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sarcophagus clearly indicate, however, that the shaft tomb belonged to Udjahorresnet, a “dark’’ personage 
of the late 26th dynasty suspected of calculated opportunism, treachery and collaboration with Persian con- 
querors of Egypt. Nevertheless, some archaeological finds and observations indicate that in the underground 
of the shaft tomb there are other and yet undiscovered rooms. The riddle of the shaft tomb was not yet solved. 
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Prehled ceskoslovenskych 
egyptologickych expedic 
do Egyptské arabské republiky') 





1. expedice: kvéten — 11. fijna 19607) 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: dr. Jaroslav Novotny’) — fotograf, konzervator 
dr. Rudolf Vesely — arabista 
Mohammad Mohsen — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 


Zahajeni Cinnosti kahirského pracoviSté tstavu a pocatek archeologického vyzkumu v arealu PtahSepsesovy 
mastaby v Abusiru. 





2. expedice: 4. dubna 1961 — 18. prosince 1961 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: Milan Fiedler — arabista 
Milan Hlinomaz — kapitan expedicni lodi 
dr. Evzen Hnatek — tajemnik 
doc. ing. arch. dr. Miroslav Korecky, CSc. 
(Akademie vytvarnych uméni, Praha) — architekt 
dr. Jaroslav Novotny — fotograf, konzervator 
dr. Eugen Strouhal — antropolog 
dr. Zdenék Uherek — historik 
Kamal Fahmi — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Husajn Ibrahim Ibrahim — pfredak délniki 
reis Said Mahmid Husajn — pfredak délnikut 


Pokracovani archeologického vyzkumu v arealu PtahSepsesovy mastaby v Abisiru. Zahajeni zachrannych 
egyptologickych praci v ramci mezinarodni akce UNESCO v Nabii na Geskoslovenské koncesi v Tafé (loka- 
lizace tzv. Jizniho chramu) a v Kertasi (architektonicka a archeologicka dokumentace rimské pevnosti). 


3. expedice: 16. cervna 1962 — 10. zari 1962 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: Milan Hlinomaz — kapitan expediéni lodi 
dr. Jaroslav Novotny | — fotograf, konzervator 
prof. Jaromir Tlusty (stavebni fakulta 
CVUT, Praha) — geodet 
ing. Otakar Vosika (stavebni fakulta 
CVUT, Praha) — geodet 
Farik Gomaa — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
Mahmid Abd el-Razik — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti — predak délniki 


Méricské, fotografické a epigrafické prace v PtahSepsesové mastabé v Abasiru. Objeveni tzv. Jizniho chramu 
v Tafé a jeho zaneseni do mapy. Dokonéeni fotogrammetrickych a architektonickych dokumentaénich praci 
v rimské pevnosti v Kertasi. 


4. expedice: 26. brezna 1963 — 11. zari 1963 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 

Uéastnici: Milan Hlinomaz — kapitan expedicni lodi 
Jaromir Malek — egyptolog 
Jan Midziak — egyptolog 
dr. Jaroslav Novotny — fotograf, konzervator 


41 


Abd el-Aziz Sadek — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 

reis Abdo el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 
Epigrafické dokumenta¢ni prace na Jizni ¢eskoslovenské koncesi v Nuabii. Studium srovnavaciho materialu 
k objasnéni tafsko-kertaského komplexu staveb ve starovékych kamenolomech v egyptské Vychodni pouSti. 








5. expedice: 22. brezna 1964 15. cervna 1964 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: Pavel Cerviéek — egyptolog 
| dr. Evzen Hnatek — tajemnik, kapitan expediéni lodi 
Jaromir Malek — egyptolog 
Jan Midziak — egyptolog 
dr. Jaroslav Novotny — fotograf, konzervator 
dr. Eugen Strouhal — antropolog 
dr. FrantiSek Vahala — egyptolog 
Miroslav Verner — egyptolog 
Farak Gomaa — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 


Epigrafické dokumenta¢ni prace a povrchovy archeologicky prizkum na Jizni a Severni ¢eskoslovenské 
koncesi v Nabii. 





6. expedice: 24. unora 1965 — 16. Cervence 1965 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: dr. Evzen Hnatek — tajemnik, kapitan expediéni lodi 
dr. Eugen Strouhal — antropolog | 


dr. Milan Stuchlik, CSc. (Naprstkovo 
muzeum, slozka Narodniho muzea 


v Praze) — etnograf 
dr. Franti$ek Vahala — egyptolog 
Fathi Melek | — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti — pfredak délniki | 
Vykopy na pozdné rimském az rané byzantském mohylovém pohfsebisti ve Vadi Kitné a v KalabsSe — Jih. 


Etnograficky prizkum v nékolika nabijskych vesnicich. Déleni nalezé z nabijskych vyzkumi mezi Cs. egypto- 
logicky ustav UK a Egyptskou pamatkovou organizaci. 





7. expedice: 2. dubna 1966 — 12. prosince 1966 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 

Uéastnici: Jan MidzZiak — egyptolog 
doc. dr. Karel Petracek, CSc. — arabista 
Milan Zemina — fotograf 
Mamdih Abd el-Zahir — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
Ali el-Choli — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti — predak délniki 


Dokumentace skalnich napist podél pouStni cesty mezi Edff a Marsa Alam v egyptské Vychodni pou8ti. 
Obnoveni archeologického vyzkumu v arealu PtahSepsesovy mastaby v Abisiru. 





8. expedice: 20. ledna 1968 — 19. prosince 1968 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 

Uéastnici: dr. Miroslav Raab — tajemnik, dokumentarista 
dr. Eugen Strouhal, CSc. — antropolog 
dr. FrantiSek Vahala, CSc. — egyptolog 
Milan Zemina — fotograf 
Ragab Abd el-Hakk — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
Muhammad el-Sarir — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 


Ukon¢eni archeologického vyzkumu ve vnitrnich prostordch PtahSepsesovy mastaby v Abisiru. 


42 





9. expedice: 12. prosince 1969 — 18. ¢ervna 1970 


Vedouci: prof. dr. Zbynék Zaba, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: dr. Jaromir Malek — egyptolog 
dr. Miroslav Raab — tajemnik, dokumentarista 
dr. Frantisek Vahala, CSc. — egyptolog 
dr. Miroslav Verner — egyptolog 
Milan Zemina — fotograf 
Muhammad el-Sarir — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
Girgis Datd — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti | — pfredak délnikt 


Vyzkumy vné vychodni, severni a zcasti i zapadni obvodni zdi PtahSepsesovy mastaby na ¢s. archeologické 
koncesi v Abdasiru. 





10. expedice: 16. ledna 1974 — 13. Cervna 1974 


Vedouci: dr. Franti$Sek Vahala, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: Ladislav Bares — egyptolog 
doc. dr. Vladimir Fiala, CSc. — architekt 
Petr Charvat — archeolog 
ing. Vladimir Martinak (Vojensky | 
topograficky tstav) — dokumentarista pro fotogrammetrii 


dr. Eugen Strouhal, CSc. (Naprstkovo 
muzeum, slozka Narodniho muzea 


v Praze) — antropolog 

dr. Zdenék Uherek, CSc. — tajemnik 

dr. Miroslav Verner ; — egyptolog 

Milan Zemina — fotograf 

Lotfi Farid — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Abdo el-Keréti | — predak délniki 


Dokonéeni vykopai vné PtahSepsesovy mastaby (v jiZnim a zcasti zapadnim sektoru). Dokonéeni dokumen- 
tatnich praci v PtahSepsesové mastabé. Déleni nalezt z vykopi v PtahSepsesové mastabé mezi stav a Egyptskou 
pamatkovou organizaci. 
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11. expedice: 12. zari 1976 — 8. ledna 1977 
Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner 


Uéastnici: doc. dr. Vladimir Fiala, CSc. — architekt 
Milan Fiedler | — arabista 
Milan Zemina — fotograf*) 
reis Abdo el-Keréti — pfredak délniku 


Priprava podminek k podepsdni és.-egyptské dohody o spolupraci v egyptologii, zahajeni vyzkumu na nové 
pridélené archeologické koncesi Abisir — Jizni pole (sonda v pyramidovém komplexu kralovny Chentkaus, 
odkryti mastaby princezny Chekeretnebti). Zahajeni stavebné rekonstruk¢nich praci v PtahSepsesové masta- 
bé. Déleni ndlezii mezi astav a Egyptskou pamatkovou organizaci. Uéast na 1. mezindrodnim egyptologickém 
kongresu v Kahire. | 





12. expedice: 11. zari 1978 — 5. brezna 1979 


Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: Ladislav Bare’ — egyptolog 
doc. dr. Vladimir Fiala, CSc. — architekt 
dr. Vladimir HaSek, CSc. (n. p. Geofyzika 
Brno) — geofyzik 
Tomas Kraus — dokumentarista 
Josef MenSik (n. p. Geofyzika Brno) — technik 
doc. dr. Zdenék Uherek, CSc. — tajemnik 


dr. Bretislay Vachala — egyptolog 


Milan Zemina — fotograf 

Muhammad el-ASeri — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Mitaal el-Keréti — predak délniki 

reis Muhammad Talal el-Keréti — predak délniki 

reis Ahmad el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 


Plosny odkryv v arealu pyramidového komplexu krdlovny Chentkaus, plo’ny odkryv v zdpadni éasti pole 
mastab jizné od Nevoserreovy vzestupné cesty, sondy provaddéné v nadvaznosti na predbézné vysledky geo- 
fyzikalni prospekce, stavebné rekonstrukéni a konzervaéni prdce, pokraéovani stavebné rekonstrukénich 
praci v PtahSepsesové mastabé. 





13. expedice: 17. zari 1980 — 4. brezna 1981 


Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: doc. dr. Vladimir Fiala, CSc. — architekt 
dr. Vladimir HaSek, CSc. (n. p. Geofyzika 
Brno) . — geofyzik 
Tomas Kraus — dokumentarista 
Josef MenSik (n. p. Geofyzika Brno) — technik 


dr. Eugen Strouhal, CSc. (Naprstkovo 
muzeum, slozka Narodniho muzea 


v Praze) — antropolog 

Josef Sulc — fotograf 

dr. Bretislav Vachala — egyptolog 

Muhammad el-ASeri — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Mitadl el-Keréti — pyeddk délniki | 

reis Muhammad Talal el-Keréti — predak délniki 

reis Ahmad el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 


Dokonceni plosného odkryvu zadusniho chramu pyramidového komplexu krdlovny Chentkaus, sondazni 
vyzkum Raneferefova zaduSniho chramu, sondéz a méfeni v aredlu pyramidového komplexu é. 24 (podle 
Lepsiova Cislovani), ploSny odkryv arealu Sachtového hrobového komplexu v zdpadnim sektoru JiZniho pole, 
pokracovani stavebné rekonstrukénich praci v PtahSepsesové mastabé a v pyramidovém komplexu kralovny 
Chentkaus, antropologicky vyzkum kostrového materialu. 
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14. expedice: 20. ledna 1982 — 10. éervna 1982 


Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: dr. Ladislav Bares — egyptolog 
_ doc. dr. Vladimir Fiala, CSc. — architekt 
Karel Preuss — — archeolog 
Petr Milde — fotograf 
doc. dr. Zdenék Uherek, CSc. — tajemnik 
Usama el-Hamzavi | — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Mitaal el-Keréti — predak délniki 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 
reis Ahmad el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 


Plosny odkryv jihovychodniho a severozdpadniho sektoru Raneferefova zddusniho chramu, sonda pii jiho- 
vychodnim rohu pyramidy ¢. 24 (podle Lepsiova Cislovani), architektonické zkoumani Sachtového hrobového 
komplexu, pokracovani stavebné rekonstrukénich praci v PtahSepsesové mastabé. Déleni nadlezii mezi ustav 
a Egyptskou pamatkovou organizaci. 





15. expedice: 19. zari 1984 — 24. ledna 1985 


Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner, CSc. — egyptolog | 

Uéastnici: dr. Ladislav Bares | — egyptolog 
Josef Grabmiller — fotograf 
Tomas Kraus — dokumentarista 
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Dr. Wolf B. Oerter, CSc. — egyptolog, koptolog 


dr. Karel Preuss, CSc. — archeolog 

Usama el-Hamzavi — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Mitaal el-Keréti — pfredak délnikt 

reis Muhammad Talal el-Keréti — pfredak délnikt 

reis Ahmad el-Keréti — pfredak délnikt 


Plo’ny odkryv v aredlu Raneferefova z4dusniho chramu, odkryv Sachtového hrobového komplexu v zapadnim 
sektoru Jizniho pole, pokra¢ovani stavebné rekonstrukénich praci v PtahSepsesové mastabe. 
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16. expedice: 15. zari 1985 — 6. Gnora 1986 


Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner, CSc. — egyptolog 
Uéastnici: doc. ing. Mojmir Svec, CSc. (stavebni 
fakulta CVUT, Praha) — geodet 
dr. Bretislav Vachala — egyptolog 
doc. ing. Otakar Vosika, CSc. (stavebni 
fakulta CVUT, Praha) — geodet 
Usama el-Hamzavi — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace © 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Keréti — pfredak délniku 
reis Ahmad el-Keréti — pfredak délnikt 
Muhammad Abdallah — fotograf 


Plo’ny odkryv v aredlu ,,Svatyné noZe“, sondazni prace v Raneferefové pyramide, v centralni Casti Ranefere- 
fova zAdusniho chramu, pred zakladovou plosinou pyramidy, v prostoru mezi pyramidovymi komplexy Rane- 
ferefa a Chentkaus, stavebné-historicky vyzkum Raneferefova pyramidového komplexu, geodetické mapovani 
és. archeologické koncese Abusir — Jizni pole, podrobné zaméfeni Raneferefova pyramidového komplexu, 
stavebné rekonstrukéni prace v PtahSepsesové mastabé a v menSim rozsahu i na jinych mistech. Déleni nalezu 
mezi ustav a Egyptskou pamatkovou organizaci. 
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17. expedice: 1. ledna 1987 — 29. dubna 1987 

Vedouci: dr. Miroslav Verner, CSc. — egyptolog 

Uéastnici: ing. Michael Balik, CSc. (Statni astav pro 
rekonstrukce pamatkovych mést a objektu, 


Praha) — architekt 
dr. Darina Bialekova, CSc. (Archeologicky 

ustav SAV, Nitra) — archeolozka 
Jan Brodsky — fotograf 


dr. Eugen Strouhal, CSc. (Naprstkovo 
muzeum, slozka Narodniho muzea 


v Praze) — antropolog 

dr. Jiri Svoboda, CSc. (Archeologicky 

astav CSAV, Brno) — archeolog 

dr. Stanislav Siska, CSc. (Archeologicky 

ustav SAV, Nitra) — archeolog 

doc. ing. Mojmir Svec, CSc. (stavebni 

fakulta CVUT, Praha) — geodet 

dr. Bretislav Vachala — egyptolog 

doc. ing. Otakar Vosika, CSc. (stavebni 

fakulta CVUT, Praha) — geodet 

Usama el-Hamzavi — inspektor Egyptské pamatkové organizace 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Keréti — pfredak délniki | 
reis Ahmad el-Keréti — pfredak délniki 


Plo’ny odkryv vychodné od pyramidy &. 24 (podle Lepsiova Cislovani), plosny odkryv mastab dvorni damy 
Nebtiemneferes, princezny HedZetnebu a bezejmenné mastaby (objekt ,,L"), vykopy menSiho rozsahu v bliz- 
kosti Raneferefova zddusniho chramu, prehistoricky prizkum Abisiru, archeologicka prospekce v oblasti 
- pyramidy ¢. 28 (podle Lepsiova Cislovani), geodetické méfeni ve vychodnim a zadpadnim sektoru Jizniho 
pole, stavebné rekonstrukéni prace v PtahSepsesové mastabe, antropologicky vyzkum. 


45 


Poznamky: 


') Vzhledem k terminu odevzdani rukopisu do vyroby jsou zahrnuty 
pouze 1.—17. expedice. 


*) Odlisné datum, uvedené v publikaci Preliminary Report on Czecho- 
Slovak Excavations in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir, vycha- 
zelo z jinych archivnich podkladt. 


°) Doba pobytu jednotlivych téastniki expedic v Egypté kolisala v za- 
vislosti na planu pracovnich dkoli a harmonogramu jejich plnéni. 


*) V rdmci és.-egyptské dohody o kulturni a Skolské spoluprdaci se praci 


v Abasiru ziéastnil i antropolog dr. Eugen Strouhal, CSc., pracovnik 
Naprstkova muzea, slozky Narodniho muzea v Praze. 
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A Survey of Czechoslovak 
Egyptological Expeditions 
to the Arab Republic of Egypt’) 





ist Expedition: May — October 11, 19607) 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zdba CSc Egyptologist 

Participants: dr Jaroslav Novotny’) photographer, conservator 
dr Rudolf Vesely Arabist 7 
Mohammad Mohsen inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 


The beginning of the activities of the Cairo branch of the Institute and the commencement of archaeological 
explorations in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir. 


2nd Expedition: April 4 — December 18, 1961 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: Milan Fiedler Arabist 
Milan Hlinomaz captain of the expedition boat 
dr Evzen Hnatek secretary 
doc ing arch dr Miroslav Korecky CSc 
- (Academy of Fine Arts, Prague) . architect 
dr Jaroslav Novotny | photographer, conservator 
dr Eugen Strouhal anthropologist 
dr Zdenék Uherek historian 
Kamal Fahmi inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Hussain Ibrahim Ibrahim foreman 
reis Said Mahmoud Hussain foreman 


Continuation of archaeological explorations in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir. Commencement 
of Egyptological activities within the framework of the International Campaign to Save the Monuments of 
Nubia at Tafa (localization of the so-called Southern Temple) and at Kertassi (architectonic and archaeolo- 
gical documentation of the Roman fortress). 





3rd Expedition: June 16 — September 10, 1962 
Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: Milan Hlinomaz captain of the expedition boat 
Prof Jaromir Tlusty (Faculty of Civil 
Engineering, Czech Technical 
University, Prague) geodesist 
ing Otakar Vosika (Faculty of Civil 
Engineering, Czech Technical 


University, Prague) geodesist 
Farouk Gomaa inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
Mahmoud Abd el-Razeq inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Measurements as well as photograph-taking and epigraphic work at the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir. 
Discovery of the so-called Southern Temple at Tafa and its mapping. Completion of photogrammetric and 
architectonic documentation at the Roman Fortress at Kertassi. 





4th Expedition: March 26 — September 11, 1963 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: Milan Hlinomaz captain of the expedition boat 
Jaromir Malek Egyptologist 
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Jan Midziak Egyptologist 


dr Jaroslav Novotny photographer, conservator 
Abd el-Aziz Sadeq inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Epigraphic documentation at the Southern Czechoslovak Concession in Nubia. Study of comparative material 
in order to clarify the Tafa-Kertassi complex of structures in ancient quarries in the Eastern Desert of Egypt. 


5th Expedition: March 22 — June 15, 1964 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zadba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: Pavel Cerviéek Egyptologist 
dr Evzen Hnatek secretary, captain of the expedition boat 
Jaromir Malek Egyptologist 
Jan MidZiak Egyptologist 
dr Jaroslav Novotny photographer, conservator 
dr Eugen Strouhal anthropologist 
dr FrantiSek Vahala Egyptologist 
Miroslav Verner Egyptologist 
Farouk Gomaa inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Epigraphic documentation and surface archaeological prospection at the Southern and Northern Czechoslovak 
Concessions in Nubia. 


6th Expedition: February 24 





July 16, 1965 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: dr Evzen Hnatek secretary, captain of the expedition boat 
dr Eugen Strouhal anthropologist 


dr Milan Stuchlik CSc (Naprstek 
Museum, a section of 


the National Museum, Prague) ethnographer 
dr FrantiSek Vahala Egyptologist 
Fathi Melek inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 
Excavations at the late-Roman to early-Byzantine mound cemetery at Wadi Qitna and Kalabsha — South. 


Ethnographic survey in several Nubian villages. Sharing of the finds between the Czechoslovak Institute of 
Egyptology, Charles University, and the Egyptian Antiquities Organization. 


7th Expedition: April 2 — December 12, 1966 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 

Participants: Jan Midziak Egyptologist 
doc dr Karel Petracek CSc Arabist 
Milan Zemina photographer 
Mamdouh Abd el-Zahir inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
Ali el-Kholi inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Documentation of rock inscriptions along the desert road between Edfu and Marsa Alam in the Eastern 
Desert of Egypt. Resumption of archaeological explorations in the complex of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses 
at Abusir. 





8th Expedition: January 20 — December 19, 1968 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: dr Miroslav Raab secretary, documentarist 
dr Eugen Strouhal CSc anthropologist 
dr FrantiSek Vahala CSc Egyptologist 
Milan Zemina photographer 
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Ragab Abd el-Haq inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
Muhammad el-Saghir inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman | 


Completion of archaeological explorations inside the Mastaba of Ptahsepses at Abusir. 


9th Expedition: December 12, 1969 — June 18, 1970 


Leader: Prof dr Zbynék Zaba CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: dr Jaromir Malek Egyptologist 
dr Miroslav Raab secretary, documentarist 
dr Frantisek Vahala CSc Egyptologist 
dr Miroslav Verner Egyptologist 
Milan Zemina photographer 
Muhammad el-Saghir inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
Girgis Daud inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Explorations outside eastern, northern and partly also western outside walls of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses 
at the Czechoslovak archaeological concession at Abusir. 


10th Expedition: January 16 — June 13, 1974 


Leader: dr Frantisek Vahala CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: Ladislav Bares Egyptologist 

doc dr Vladimir Fiala CSc architect 

Petr Charvat archaeologist 

ing Vladimir Martinak (Military Institute 

of Topography) photogrammetrist 


dr Eugen Strouhal CSc (Naprstek 
Museum, a section of the National 


Museum, Prague) anthropologist 

dr Zdenék Uherek CSc secretary 

dr Miroslav Verner Egyptologist 

Milan Zemina photographer 

Lotfi Farid inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Completion of excavations outside the Mastaba of Ptahshepses (in the southern and partly in western sectors). 
Completion of documentary work at the Mastaba of Ptahshepses. Sharing of finds made in the Mastaba of 
Ptahshepses between the Institute and the Egyptian Antiquities Organization. 





11th Expedition: September 12, 1976 — January 8, 1977 


Leader: dr Miroslav Verner Egyptologist 
Participants: doc dr Vladimir Fiala CSc architect 
Milan Fiedler Arabist 
Milan Zemina photographer’) 
reis Abdo el-Kereti foreman 


Preparations for the signing of the Czechoslovak-Egyptian Agreement on cooperation in Egyptology, com- 
mencement of explorations at the newly allotted archaeological concession at Abusir — South Field (a probe 
in the pyramid complex of Queen Khentkaus, unearthing of the Mastaba of Princess Khekeretnebty). Commen- 
cement of reconstruction activities in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses. Sharing of the finds between the Institute 
and the Egyptian Antiquities Organization. Participation in the Ist International Congress of Egyptology in 
Cairo. 





12th Expedition: September 11, 1978 — March 5, 1979 
Leader: dr Miroslav Verner CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: Ladislav Bares Egyptologist 
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doc dr Vladimir Fiala CSc architect 

dr Vladimir HaSek CSc (Geofyzika 

National Enterprise, Brno) geophysicist 
Tomas Kraus documentarist 
Josef Mensik (Geofyzika 

National Enterprise, Brno) technician 
doc dr Zdenék Uherek CSc secretary 

dr Bretislav Vachala Egyptologist 
Milan Zemina photographer 


Muhammad el-Asheri 
reis Mitaal el-Kereti 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Kereti 
reis Ahmad el-Kereti 


inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
foreman 
foreman 
foreman 


Areal excavations in the pyramid Complex of Queen Khentkaus, areal excavations in the western part of the 
field of mastabas south of the Causeway of Neuserre, probes carried out as a follow-up to preliminary results 
of geophysical prospection, reconstructions and conservations, continuation of reconstructions in the Mastaba 
of Ptahshepses. 


13th Expedition: September 17, 1980 — March 4, 1981 


Leader: dr. Miroslav Verner CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: doc dr Vladimir Fiala CSc architect 
dr Vladimir HaSek CSc (Geofyzika 
National Enterprise, Brno) geophysicist 
Tomas Kraus documentarist 
Josef Mensik (Geofyzika National | 
Enterprise, Brno) technician 
dr Eugen Strouhal CSc (Naprstek 
Museum, a section of the National 
Museum, Prague) anthropologist 
Josef Sulc photographer 
dr Bretislav Vachala Egyptologist 
Muhammad el-Asheri inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Mitaal el-Kereti foreman 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Kereti foreman 
reis Ahmad el-Kereti foreman 


Completion of the areal excavation of the mortuary temple of the Pyramid Complex of Queen Khentkaus, 
probes into the Mortuary Temple of Raneferef, probing and measurements in the pyramid complex No. 24 
(as numbered by Lepsius), areal excavation of the complex of shafts in the western sector of the South 
Field, continuation of reconstructions in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses and in the Pyramid Complex of Queen 
Khentkaus, anthropological analysis of skeletal material. 


14th Expedition: January 20 — June 10, 1982 


Leader: dr Miroslav Verner CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: dr Ladislav Bares Egyptologist 
doc dr Vladimir Fiala CSc architect 
Karel Preuss archaeologist 
Petr Milde photographer 
doc dr Zdenék Uherek CSc secretary 
Usama el-Hamzawi inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Mitaal el-Kereti | foreman 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Kereti foreman 
reis Ahmad el-Kereti foreman 


Areal excavations of south-eastern and north-western sectors of the Mortuary Temple of Raneferef, a probe 
at the south-eastern corner of Pyramid No. 24 (as numbered by Lepsius), explorations of the architecture 
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of the tomb complex of shafts, continuation of reconstructions in the mastaba of Ptahshepses. Sharing of the 
finds between the Institute and the Egyptian Antiquities Organization. 





15th Expedition: September 19, 1984 — January 24, 1985 


Leader: dr Miroslav Verner CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: dr Ladislav Bares Egyptologist 
Josef Grabmiiller photographer 
Tomas Kraus documentarist 
dr Wolf B. Oerter CSc Egyptologist, Coptic Studies 
dr Karel Preuss CSc archaeologist 
Usama el-Hamzawi inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Mitaal el-Kereti foreman 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Kereti foreman 
reis Ahmad el-Kereti foreman 


Areal excavations in the complex of the Mortuary Temple of Raneferef, excavations of the complex of 
shafts in the western sector of the South Field, continuation of reconstructions in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses. 


16th Expedition: September 15, 1985 — February 6, 1986 
Leader: dr Miroslav Verner CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: doc ing Mojmir Svec CSc (faculty 

of Civil Engineering Czech Technical 

University, Prague) geodesist 

dr Bretislav Vachala Egyptologist 

doc ing Otakar Vosika CSc (Faculty 

of Civil Engineering, Czech Technical 


University, Prague) geodesist 

Usama el-Hamzawi inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Kereti foreman 

reis Ahmad el-Kereti foreman 

Muhammad Abdallah photographer 


Areal excavations in the complex of the “Sanctuary of the Knife”, probes in the Pyramid of Raneferef, in 
the central part of the Mortuary Temple of Raneferef, in front of the foundation plateau of the pyramid, in the 
area between the pyramid complexes of Raneferef and Khentkaus, architectural and historical exploration of 
the Pyramid Complex of Raneferef, geodetic mapping of the Czechoslovak Archaeological Concession Abusir 
— South Field, detailed measurement of the Pyramid Complex of Raneferef, reconstructions in the Mastaba 
of Ptahshepses and, to a smaller extent, at other locations. Sharing of the finds between the Institute and the 
Egyptian Antiquities Organization. 


17th Expedition: January 1 — April 29, 1987 
Leader: dr Miroslav Verner CSc Egyptologist 
Participants: ing Michael Balik CSc (State Institute 
for the Reconstruction 
of Architectural Monuments, Prague) architect 
dr Darina Bialekova CSc (Institute 
of Archaeology, Slovak Academy 
of Sciences, Nitra) archaeologist 
Jan Brodsky photographer 
dr Eugen Strouhal CSc (Naprstek 
Museum, a Section of 
the National Museum, Prague) anthropologist 
dr Jiri Svoboda CSc (Institute 
of Archaeology, Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences, Brno) archaeologist 
dr Stanislav Sitka CSc (Institute 
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of Archaeology, Slovak Academy 

of Sciences, Nitra) archaeologist 
doc ing Mojmir Svec CSc (Faculty 

of Civil Engineering, Czech Technical 

University, Prague) geodesist 

dr Bretislav Vachala : Egyptologist 
doc ing Otakar Vosika CSc (Faculty 

of Civil Engineering, Czech 


Technical University, Prague) geodesist 
Usama el-Hamzawi inspector of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization 
reis Muhammad Talal el-Kereti foreman 
reis Ahmad el-Kereti foreman 


Areal excavations east of Pyramid No. 24 (as numbered by Lepsius), areal excavations of the Mastabas of 
the Lady Nebtyemneferes, Princess Hedjetnebu and of the nameless mastaba (object ‘“L’’), excavations 
at a smaller scale in the vicinity of the Mortuary Temple of Raneferef, prehistorical exploration of Abusir, 
archaeological prospection in the area of Pyramid No. 28 (as numbered by Lepsius), geodetic measurements 


in the eastern and western sectors of the South Field, reconstructions in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses, anthro- 
pological research. 


') Due to the deadline for handing in the present manuscript, only 
Expeditions No. 1 to 17 could be included. 


*) A different date stated in the “Preliminary Report on Czechoslovak 
Excavations in the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir’ was based on 
different archive materials. 


°) The duration of sojourns of individual expedition members in Egypt 
fluctuated according to the plan of work and on meeting its targets. 


*) Within the framework of the Czechoslovak-Egyptian Agreement on 
Cultural and Educational Cooperation, also dr Eugen Strouhal CSc 
(Naprstek Museum, a section of the National Museum, Prague) took 
part in our work at Abusir. 
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Bibliografie éeskoslovenskych 
egyptologickych praci 1958—198&8& 





Bibliography 
of Czechoslovak Egyptological 
Publications in 1958—1988 





Bibliografie Ceskoslovenskych egyptologickych praci vydanych v letech 1958—1988 zahrnuje odborné i populdrné 
védecké monografie a lanky, které vesmés vyuZivaji pivodni pramenny material ziskany pri terénnich vyzkumech Cs. egyp- 
tologického astavu UK v Abisiru a v Nabii nebo bezprostfedné vychazeji z plnéni dal8ich Gkolii dstavu. Tomu odpovida 
SkuteCcnost, ze jejich autory jsou vétSinou souéasni nebo byvali élenové dstavu. 

V pripadé popularné védeckych praci neni tato bibliografie Gplna, nybrz pfedstavuje pouze vybér. Nejsou v ni totiz 
zahrnuty Cetné Clanky uverejnéné v naSem dennim tisku (Rudé pravo, Mlada fronta, Prace, Lidova demokracie a dal8i) 
a v nékterych popularné naucnych (napf. Lidé a zemé, Vesmir, Véda a Zivot, 100 + 1 zahranitni zajimavost), statné 
propagacnich (napr. Czechoslovak Life, Solidarity, Tsikaslifakija) i détskych Easopisech (zvla8té Sedmiéka pionyri). 
Bibliografie podobné neobsahuje egyptologicka hesla pripravena pro rfizné encyklopedie, ani recenze a anotace egypto- 
logickych publikaci. 7 | 

Bibliografie ¢s. egyptologickych praci je rozdélena do étyf <Asti: 

I. Monografie 

II. Katalogy a prtivodce vystav 
III. Odborné clanky 
IV. Popularné védecké ¢clanky 





The present bibliography of Czechoslovak Egyptological production published in 1958—88 includes both specialist 
and popularization monographs and articles; all of them are based on original materials obtained in field explorations of 
the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, at Abusir and in Nubia or are directly connected to other 
programs of our Institute. Most of the authors are either present or former Institute workers. 

Not all popularization items are listed here, only a selection. Our bibliography does not include numerous articles 
published in our daily press (e.g. in Rudé pravo, Mladd fronta, Prace, Lidova demokracie, et al.) and in some populariza- 
tion periodicals (like Lidé a zemé, Vesmir, Véda a Zivot, 100 + 1 zahraniéni zajimavost), periodicals aimed at foreign 
readers interested in Czechoslovakia (e.g. Czechoslovak Life, Solidarity, T&ikuslifakijd) as well as in children’s magazines 
(especially in Sedmicka pionyri). Neither does our bibliography contain Egyptological entries prepared for various 
encyclopaedias or reviews and annotations of Egyptological publications. 

The present bibliography consists of four parts: 

I. Monographs — 

II. Catalogs and Exhibition Guides 
III. Specialist Articles 
IV. Popularizing Articles 
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I. MONOGRAFIE 


. Davné pisné lasky. Milostna lyrika starého Egypta. 
Prebdsnil M. CERNIK podle doslovnych pfrekladt 
B. VACHALY, ktery knihu uspofradal a opatril doslo- 

vem, vysvétlivkami a ediéni poznamkou. Praha, Cesko- 
slovensky spisovatel 1982. 120 s. 


2. HLINOM AZ, M.: Plavba za hieroglyfy. Praha, SNDK 


1967. 163 s. 


3. HLINOMAZ, M.: Poklady na obratniku Raka. Roz- 


Sifené a upravené vydani knihy Plavba za hieroglyfy. 
Praha, Prace 1969. 175 s. 


4. CHARVAT, P.: The Pottery. Czechoslovak Excava- 


tions at Abusir. The Mastaba of Ptahshepses. Praha, 
Univerzita Karlova 1981. 293 s. 


5. KORECKY, M.: Objevy pod pyramidami. Zrod archi- 


tektoniky ve starovékém Egypté III. — V. dynastie. 
Praha, Odeon 1983. 372 s. 


6. Papyrus vezira Ptahhotepa. Prelozil Z. ZABA. Praha, 


Lyra Pragensis 1971. 77 s. 


7. Preliminary Report on Czechoslovak Excavations in 


the Mastaba of Ptahshepses at Abusir. Uspofradal 
M. VERNER. Prague, Charles University 1976. 126s., 
68 pfiloh. 


8. STROUHAL, E., VYHNANEK, L.: Egyptian Mum- 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


mies in Czechoslovak Collections. In: Sbornik Narod- 
niho muzea v Praze. Rada B — pfirodni védy. Sv. 
XXXV, ¢. 1—4. 1979. 199 s., 24 tabuli. 


9. STROUHAL, E.: Wadi Qitna and Kalabsha-South. 


Late Roman — Early Byzantine Tumuli Cemeteries 
in Egyptian Nubia. Vol. I.: Archaeology. Prague, 
Charles University 1984. 316 s., 88 tabuli. 


VERNER, M.: Altdgyptische Sarge in den Museen 
und Sammlungen der Tschechoslowakei. CAA, Tsche- 
choslowakei, Lieferung 1. Praha, Univerzita Karlova 
1982. XIX + 375s. 


VERNER, M.: The Mastaba of Ptahshepses. Reliefs. 
Text. Plates. Prague, Charles University 1977. 286 s., 
28 tabuli. 

VERNER, M.: Some Nubian Petroglyphs on Czecho- 
slovak Concessions. In: Acta Universitatis Carolinae, 
Philologica, Monographia XLV, 1973. Praha, Uni- 
versita Karlova 1975. 124 s., nestrankované tabule. 
ZABA, Z.: The Rock Inscriptions of Lower Nubia 
(Czechoslovak Concession). Prague, Charles Uni- 
versity 1974. 351 s., CCXXIX tabuli. 


ZABA, Z.: Tesdno do kamene, psano na papyrus. Pra- 
ha, Svoboda 1968. 198 s. 


Il. KATALOGY A PRUVODCE VYSTAV 


. Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology, Prague — Cai- 


ro, 1959— 1984. Catalogue of the exhibition about the 
Czechoslovak archaeological excavations in Egypt. Cai- 
ro 1985. Nestrankovano. 


. Egypt. Katalog vystavy usporadané ze staroegyptskych 


sbirek Stdtnich muzei v Berliné. Praha, Naprstkovo 
muzeum 1964. 47 s. 


. Egypt zemé faraéni ve fotografii M. Zeminy. Privod- 


ce vystavou, galerie D — Praha, pfripravil M. Verner. 
Praha 1974. 24 s., nestrankované prilohy. 


. Nibie. Katalog vystavy v Naprstkové muzeu. Napsali 


M. Stuchlik a E. Strouhal. Praha 1967. 40 s. 


. Staroegyptské mumie. Katalog vystavy v Naprstkové 


muzeu. Napsal E. Strouhal. Praha 1971. 38 s. 


. Staroegyptské pamiatky. Vystava zo sbierok miuzei 


~~ 


\O 


na Slovensku. Slovenské ndérodné mazeun, Etnografic- 
ky astav v Martine. Napsali M. Benza a E. Strouhal. 
Martin 1972. Nestrankovano. 


. Tajemnd Nibie. Cs. archeologické vyzkumy v Egypté 


1961—65. Pravodce vystavou Naprstkova muzea. Na- 
psal E. Strouhal. Praha 1975. 43 s. 


. Uméni starého Egypta z Ceskych sbirek. Katalog vysta- 


vy v Galerii vytvarného uméni v Chebu, Krajském 
vlastivédném muzeu v Olomouci a v Naprstkové muzeu 
v Praze. Napsal E. Strouhal. Olomouc 1980. 46 s. 


.V hrobce egyptské princezny. Cs. egyptologické vyzku- 


vrw 


my pohfFebisté Staré rise v Abusiru u Kahiry. Pravodce 
vystavou v Naprstkové muzeu. Napsali V. Fiala, 
E. Strouhal, B. Vachala, M. Verner. Praha 1980. 
24 s. 


III. ODBORNE CLANKY 


1. BARES, L.: Eine Statue des Wiirdentrdgers Sach- 
methotep und ihre Beziehung zum Totenkult des 
Mittleren Reiches in Abusir. ZAS, 112, 1985, s. 87 
az 94. 

2. BARES, L.: A Note to the Thirteenth Dynasty 
at Abusir. Varia Aegyptiaca, 4, 1988, s. 117—120. 


3. FIEDLER, M.: Arab Rock Inscriptions and Dra- 
wings in the Czechoslovak Archaeological Conces- 
sion in Nubia. ArOr, 46, 1978, s. 38—45. 

4. FIEDLER, M., STROUHAL, E., PETRACEK, K.: 
Contribution to the Research on Egyptian Nubian 
Descent Groups. ArOr, 39, 1971, s. 434—472. 


5. HASEK, V., OBR, F., PRICHYSTAL, A., VER- 


NER, M.: Application of Geological and Geophysi- 
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cal Methods in Archaeological Research at Abusir. 
Sbornik geologickych véd. Hydrologie, inzenyrska 
geologie, 18, 1986, s. 149—187. | 

6. HASEK, V., VERNER, M., OBR, F.: JI. etapa ar- 
cheologickych vyzkumiu v Abusiru (EAR). In: Geo- 
fyzika a archeologie. 4. celostatni symposium, Libli- 
ce 1982. Praha 1983, s. 187—199. 

7. HASEK, V., VERNER, M., OBR, F.: PouZiti geofy- 
zikdlnich metod pri archeologickém vyzkumu 
v Abusiru. In: Sbornik referati 1. celostatni kon- 
ference ,,Aplikace geofyzikalnich metod v archeolo- 
gii a moderni metody terénniho vyzkumu a doku- 
mentace’. Petrov nad Desnou 1979, s. 59—66. 


8. HASEK, V., VERNER, M.: Uplatnéni geofyziky pyri 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


archeologickém vyzkumu aridniho uzemi u Abusiru. 
Archeologické rozhledy, 33, 1981, s. 306—316, 
358— 360. 

CHARVAT, P.: Abousir (Fouilles de l'Institut 
T cheque, 1974— 1978). Bulletin de liaison du Grou- 
pe international d’étude de la céramique égyptienne, 
7, 1982, s. 7—8. 

CHARVAT, P.: Abousir. Mastaba de Ptahshepses 
(Institut d’archéologie tchécoslovaque du Caire). 
Bulletin de liaison du Groupe international d’étude 
de la céramique égyptienne, 4, 1979, s. 5. 
CHARVAT, P.: The Bes Jug. Its Origin and Deve- 
lopment in Egypt. ZAS, 107, 1980, s. 46—52. 
KORECKY, M.: Dosah ndlezu novych sloupi: 
v Abusiru 1961 a jejich vyvojové zarazeni. Vytvarné 
uméni, 13, 1963, s. 432, 437—440. 

KORECKY, M.: K nasim ukoliim v Nubii 1961 az 
1962. Vytvarna prace, 10, 1962, é. 5, s. 12, é. 6, 
s. 1O—11. 

KORECKY, M.: K nékterym ndleziim v Abiusiru 
1961. V¥ytvarna prace, 10, 1962, é. 2, s. 12, é. 3, 
s. 1O—11. 

KORECKY, M.: K pilifiim a jejich reliéfiim z Abu- 
siru 1961. Uméni, 13, 1965, s. 109—126. 
KORECKY, M.: Nad novymi sloupy z Abusiru 
1961. Vytvarné uméni, 12, 1962, s. 378—383. 
KORECKY, M.: Teynardova fotografie z let 1849 
az 1850 a nas ukol v Nubii 1961, lokalizovat zmi- 
zely Jizni chram v T4fé. Architektura CSSR, 22, 
1963, s. 33—36. 

OERTER, W. B.: Drei manichdisch-soghdische Pa- 
rabeln im Lichte koptischer Manichaica. ArOr, 56, 
1988, s. 172—176. 


OERTER, W. B.: Frantisek Lexa in StraBburg. En- 
choria, 14, 1986, s. 71—78. 


OERTER, W. B.: Georges (Jiri) Ort-Geuthner. 
Notizen zu einem Prager Orientalisten. GM, 77, 
1984, s. 85—92. ) 


OERTER, W. B.: Ein koptisches Inschriftenfrag- 
ment aus Abusir. Enchoria, 10, 1980, s. 185—187. 


OERTER, W. B.: Mani als Arzt? Zur Bedeutung 
eines manichdischen Bildes. In: From Late Antiquity 
to Early Byzantium. Procedings of the Byzantolo- 
gical Symposium in the 16th International Eirene 
Conference. Ed. V. Vavirinek. Praha, Academia 
1985, s. 219—223. 

OERTER, W. B.: Manichdische Frémmigkeit und 
Heilserwartung am Beispiel des 16. Thomaspsalms. 
In: Studien zum Menschenbild in Gnosis und Ma- 
nichaismus. Hrsg. P. Nagel. Martin-Luther-Uni- 
versitat Halle-Wittenberg, Wissenschaftliche Beitra- 
ge 1979/39 (K 5). Halle 1979, s. 181—189. 
OERTER, W. B.: Die Thomaspsalmen des mani- 
chaischen Psalters als genuiner Bestandteil der ma- 
nichaischen Lieratur. Byzantinoslavica, 41, 1980, 
s. 44—49, 

OERTER, W. B.: Zur Bildersprache des Mani- 
chaismus. Numen, 28, 1981, s. 64—71. 

PREUSS, K.: Abousir (Excavations of the Czech- 
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liaison du Groupe international d’étude de la céra- 
mique égyptienne, 7, 1982 s. 6—7. 
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POZNAMKY 


POZNAMKY 
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PLATES 


Byvala rezidence 

Cs. egyptologického tstavu UK 
na Tridé pyramid 

v Kahire 


Former residence 

of the Czechoslovak 
Institute of Egyptology, 
Charles University, 

in Avenue of the Pyramids, 
Cairo 


Nynéjsi rezidence ustavu 
v arealu Ceskoslovenského 
zastupitelského tradu 

v Kahire 


Present-day residence 
of the Institute 
on the premises 
of the Czechoslovak 
Embassy, Cairo 











Nil u Girgy 
ve strednim Egypté 


The Nile at Girga 
in Middle Egypt 


Egyptska poust 
ma mnoho tvari 


Many faces 
of Egyptian desert... 











Stupnovita pyramida panovnika Dzosera v Sakkafe 


Step pyramid of Djoser at Saqqara 









Velka sfinga — stradzce 
kralovského hfbitova v Gize 


Great sphinx guarding 
royal cemetery at Giza 


Gizské pyramidy 


Pyramids at Giza 
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Aba Gurab — 

torzo kvarcitové brany 
s Nevoserreovou 
kartuSi 


Torso of quartzite 
gate with Neuserre’s 
cartouche at Abu Gurab 


Sluneéni chram 
v Aba Gurabu 


Sun temple 
at Abu Gurab 




















Udolni chram Venisova pyramidového komplexu v Sakkafe 


Valley temple of the pyramid complex of Unas at Saqqara 


ASSUAN 


ore em 
= = 


Tropic of Cancer 


CZECHOSLOVAK 
CONCESSION 





Severni és. koncese v Dolni Nabi 
Map of Lower Nubia showing 


the localities of Czechoslovak 
concessions 


Jizni és. koncese v Dolni Nabii 


Southern Czechoslovak Concession in Lower Nubia 





‘Mapka Dolni Nabie s lokaci 
és. vyzkumnych koncesi 


Northern Czechoslovak Concession in Lower Nubia 





Katamaran Sadik en-Niba, ,,Pritel Nabie‘ — 
plovouci zakladna ¢s. egyptologické 
expedice v Nabii 


The Sadiq en-Nuba (“Friend of Nubia’’) 
catamaran, the floating base 

of the Czechoslovak expedition 

to Nubia 


Rimska pevnost v Kertasi 


Roman fortress at Qertassi 
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Z geodetickych praci v Kertasi 


Geodetic measuring at Kertassi 


Dobova rytina dnes jiz ztraceného chramu v Tafé 


Engraving of a former temple at Tafa 
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Skalni kresby zvirfat a symboli z ruznych obdobi 


Rock drawings of animals and symbols 
from various periods 
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Votivni skalni kresby otiski chodidel 


Votive rock drawings of footprints 


Skalni kresba pisafe Setchiho z Ramessovské doby 


Rock drawing of the scribe Setchi, dating from 
the Ramesside period 


Cestou za skalnimi kresbami 


Looking for rock drawings 


Pravéka skalni kresba 
sloni rodiny 


Prehistorical rock drawing 
of an elephant family 


Manstrijsky kanal lemuje 
cestu z Kahiry do Abdasiru 


Mansouria Canal near the road 
from Cario to Abusir 





Abiasirské zahrady 


Gardens of Abusir 


»RiSe mrtvych* v Abiasiru 


“Realm of the Dead” at Abusir 














Pohled z Neferirkareovy pyramidy 
na dosud nezkoumanou ¢éast 
abusirského pohfebisté 


View from the top of the Pyramid 
of Neferirkare at the so far unexplored 
part of the cemetery at Abusir 


Pred rozvalinami Nevoserreova 
pyramidového chramu 


At the ruins of the Pyramid 
Temple of Neuserre 





Turisticka stezka z Gizy 
do Sakkary vede pres Abiasir 


Tourist trail from Giza 
to Saqqara goes via Abusir 


Pyramidy Neferirkarea 
a Nevoserrea, otce a syna, 
dominuji Abdsiru 


Pyramids of Neferirkare 
and Neuserre, father and son, 
dominating Abusir 








I ruiny Sahureova pyramidového 
chramu jsou monumentalni 


Also the ruins of the Pyramid 
Temple of Sahure are monumental 


Hvézdné nebe — stropni blok 
ze Sahureova pyramidového chramu 


Starry sky; a ceiling block 
of the Pyramid Temple of Sahure 
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Capital of a palm column made of Aswan red granite 


(Pyramid Temple of Sahure) 
PtahSepsesova mastaba pri pohledu z Nevoserreovy 


pyramidy 
Mastaba of Ptahshepses viewed from the Pyramid 


Hlavice palmového sloupu z asuansk 
of Neuserre 


(Sahuretv pyramidovy chram) 
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Plan of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses 
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Plan PtahSepsesovy mastaby s vyzna 





Zéasti rekonstruovany monumentalni portik Vchod do nejstarSi Casti PtahSepsesovy mastaby 
PtahSepsesovy mastaby s dvojici osmistvolovych 
lotosoformnich sloupt Entrance into the oldest part of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses 


Partly reconstructed monumental portico 
of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses with a pair 
of eight-stemmed lotus columns 


Pilirovy dvur PtahSepsesovy mastaby 


Pillared courtyard of the Mastaba of Ptahshepses 
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Sarkofagova komora 
PtahSepsesovy mastaby 


Sarcophagus chamber 
of the Mastaba 
of Ptahshepses 


Pilif s reliéfnim 
znazornénim velmoze 
PtahSepsese 


Pillar with a relief 
showing the vizier 
Ptahshepses 
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Kaple se tremi 


nikami — misto 
PtahSepsesova zaduSniho kultu 


Chapel with three niches, 
a shrine of the mortuary 
cult of Ptahshepses 


Cast architravu 
s PtahSepsesovymi tituly 


Part of the architrave 
with Ptahshepses’ titles 
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Inspektor sochafti Memi leSti dokonéenou PtahSepsesovu sochu 





Memi, the inspector of sculptors, polishing 
ah the finished statue of Ptahshepses 
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Napraveny omyl sochayfe 
na PtahSepsesové portrétu 


a 


Corrected sculptor’s error 
of the portrait of Ptahshepses 


PtahSepses prihlizi prinaSeni 


obétin ze svych poli a zahrad 


Ptahshepses observing offerings being 
brought from his fields and gardens 
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Zahradnici a nosici ovoce a zeleniny 


Gardeners and carriers of fruit and vegetables 
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Kovolitci a kovotepci ee: 
Reznici 


Metal-workers 
Butchers 
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Lodnici 


Boatmen 


Preprava PtahSepsesovych 
soch na pise¢nych sanich 


Transport of the statues 
of Ptahshpeses on a sand sledge 
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DalSi z mnoha PtahSepsesovych titula 


Titles of Ptahshepses 








Zlomek znazornéni 
monumentalniho portiku 

S osmistvolovym lotosovym 
sloupem a konkavni 
rimsou 


Fragment depicting 

a monumental portico 
with an eight-stemmed 
lotus column 

and a concave cornice 


Stavebni graffito 
na bloku z jadra 
PtahSepsesovy mastaby 


Graffito on a block 
from the core 
of the Mastaba 
of Ptahshepses 
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Stavebni graffito se vzacnym Casovym 
idajem epagomenalnich dni 





Graffito with a rare . | 
datum of epagomenal days Paleograficka tabulka znacek ze stavebnich graffit 


Paleographicalo with graffiti signs 


Hrot pyramidia obelisku z éervené zuly kdysi zdobily médéné, snad i pozlacené desky 
The top of the pyramidiom of the obelisk made of red granite used to be adorned with copper, perhaps even gold plates 
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Planek nové objevenych hrobek 

na vychodnim sektoru Jizniho pole 

Vv Abdasiru: 

— Chekeretnebtej 

— Neserkauhor 

— Idu a Chenit 

Mernefu 

— misto spoleéného zadugniho kultu 
— HedzZetnebu 

— bezejmenna mastaba 
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Plan of newly discovered tombs 
in the eastern sector of the South 
Field at Abusir 

B — Khekeretnebty 








C — Neserkauhor 
D — Idu and Khenit 
E — Mernefu 
F — Area of the centralised mortuary cult 
K — Hedjetnebu 
L — Unnamed mastaba 
Nosi¢é obétin — nasténna malba 
——- hs v Chekeretnebtejiné mastabé 
K Carrier of offerings, a wall painting 
B in the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty 
; 
D ‘ F tT 
x 
Q 
Dvir s obétnimi stoly pred 
* * Chekeretnebtejinou mastabou 
) 10m Courtyard with offering 
—_—_S 


tables in front of the Mastaba 
of Khekeretnebty 
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Pred vchodem do Nebtiemneferesiny hrobky 


In front of the entrance into the Tomb 
of Nebtyemneferes 


V Nebtiemneferisiné hrobce 


Inside the Tomb of Nebtyemneferes 
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K-87 
V7 





Pohrebni komora princezny Hedzetnebu Kazdy kamen pohfrebni komory princezny 
byla vyloupena jiz ve starovéku Hedzetnebu nese jméno majitelky hrobky 
The burial chamber of Princess Each stone of the burial chamber of Princess 
Hedjetnebu was looted as early Hedjetnebu carries the name 

as in ancient times of the tomb’s owner 


Pohrebni komora 

S vapencovym sarkofagem pisare 
kralovskych déti Idua 

(v dolni Casti sarkofagu 

je umyslné stesany napis 

s Iduovymi tituly a jménem) 


Burial chamber 

with a limestone sarcophagus 
of Idu, the scribe 

of a royal children 

(in the lower part 

of the sarcophagus, 

an attempt was made 

to obliterate the inscription 
with Idu’s titles and name 





v serdabu hrobky 





of its discovery in the serdab of the tomb 
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... pred transportem do restauratorské dilny -++a Se spokojenym konzervatorem pamdatkového inspektoratu 
v Sakkafre 
... before being transported to the restorer’s workshop ...and portrayed with a happy restorer of the Inspectorate of 


Antiquities at Saqqara 
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Odpadni keramika pouzita 
k zasypu pfristupové Sachty 
do HedzZetnebuiny pohrebni komory 


Potsherds used 

in the filling of the access 
shaft into the burial 
chamber of Hedjetnebu 


Sekundarni pohreb z Pozdni doby 
v rozpadlé dfevéné antropoidni rakvi 


Secondary burial from the Late Period 
in the dilapidated wooden anthropoid coffin 










...@ podobny pohfreb 
Vv dobre dochované rakvi 


...and a similar burial 
in a well-preserved coffin 


Odkryvani sekundarniho 
pohrbu z Pozdni doby 


Unearthing of a secondary 
burial from the Late Period 


Obli¢ejova maska polychromni antropoidni rakve 


Face mask of a polychrome anthropoid coffin 







Obli¢ejova maska antropoidni 
rakve z Pozdni doby 


Face mask of an anthropoid coffin 
from the Late Period 
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Soubor ritualné pohrbenych predméti 
z tzv. slepé Sachty v hrobce princezny HedzZetnebu 


A set of ritually buried objects 


from the so-called false shaft 
in the tomb of Princess Hedjetnebu 


Bohaté nalezy keramiky z Chekeretnebtejiny mastaby 


Rich finds of earthenware from the Mastaba of Khekeretnebty 


Pivni dzbany z 5. dynastie 


Beer jugs from the Sth dynasty 
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Pyramidovy komplex kralovské matky Chentkaus 
pred zahajenim vyzkumu 
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FEE 2 SERIE DLLeenee Srany tenn sane < Hem ats Pyramid complex of the Royal Mother Khentkaus before 


Pillar with titles and name of the Royal Mother Khentkaus the beginning of exploration 


...a po dokonéeni odkryvu 


...and after the excavation has been completed 





Bizarni tvary cihlové architektury 
Chentkausina pyramidového chramu 


Bizarre shapes of the brick 


architecture of the Pyramid 
Temple of Khentkaus 


Ritualni feznicky nuz z pazourku 


Ritual bucher’s knife made of flint 
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Symbolicky hlinény peéetni 
valecek s kartuSi Sahureovou 


* (i -* | _ Symbolic cylinder seal 
with Sahure’s cartouche 





Prekres napisu na valeéku 


Copy of a cylinder inscription 


Zlomek hlinéné peéeti 
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Fragment of a clay sealing 





yup 


Pecet’ spravce sypky 


Seal of a granary manager 


Otisk peceti se jmény 
panovniku. Nevoserrea a Dzedkarea 





Sealing with the names 
of Neuserre and Djedkare 
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Zlomky papyru z archivu 
Chentkausina chramu 


Papyrus fragments from 
the temple archives of Khentkaus 


Odkryty zadusni chram Ranefereftv 
pred vychodni sténou Nedokonéené pyramidy 


Unearthed mortuary temple of Raneferef 
in front of the eastern side 
of the Unfinished Pyramid 
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Hlavice lotosového sloupku z jemného vapence 


Capital of a lotus column made of fine limestone 


Hrotité dno umoZznovalo zapichnout nadobu do pisku 


Pointed bottom enabled to sink the jar into sand 
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Ve ,,svatyni noze* 


In the “Sanctuary of the Knife” 


Nedokonéena pyramida 
v Abasiru pred zahajenim 
vykopavek 


Unfinished Pyramid 
at Abusir before the beginning 
of excavations 








Pohled do zniceného 
a zasypaného nitra 
Raneferefovy 
nedokonéené pyramidy 


View of the destroyed 
interior of the Unfinished 
Pyramid of Raneferef 


Sloupova sin 
Raneferefova 
zadusniho chramu 


Columned hall 
of the Mortuary Temple 
of Raneferef 





Zlomky papyrovych svitki z archivu Raneferefova chramu 


Fragments of papyrus rolls from the archive of the Temple of Raneferef 


Alabastrovy portrét Raneferefiiv v okamziku ndalezu ... pri predbézném éisténi a titidéni ndlezi 


Alabaster portrait of Raneferef at its discovery Preliminary cleaning and classification of finds 
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Ranefereftv portrét 
z ,Chefrenova™ dioritu 


Portrait of Raneferef 
made of “Chephren” diorite 








...@ V expozici Egyptského muzea v Kdahife 


-..and in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo 


Nejvzacnéjsi z nalezenych soch — ,,rizovy* Raneferef 


fhe most precious of the statues found, the “pink” Raneferef 
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So nacelnika ... Cernogsského naéelnika 


... Of a black. chief 


Pazourkovy ntz a Cepelky 


Flint knife with blades 





. dalSiho ¢ernoSského nacelnika s delSi parukou ...dalSiho CernoSského naéelnika s kratSi parukou 


.. of a black chief with a longer wig ...Of a black chief with a shorter wig 


Sandal 


Sandal 





Torzo sochy Raneferefa 
sediciho na tranu 


Torso of the statuette 
showing Raneferef sitting 
on the throne 
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: Zasobnice 


Storage jar 


Kadidelnice 





Incensory 
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fajansovych ozdob 


Zlomky 


Fragments of faience vessels 
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Symbolické predméty pouZivané 
pri obradu ,,otevirani ast" 


Symbolic objects used in the ritual 
of the “Opening of the Mouth” 








Cedigovy pyramidion 
Basalt pyramidion 


Blok s démotickym graffitem z Sachtového hrobu 
Block with a demotic graffito 
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Odkryv Sachtového hrobu 


Unearthing of a shaft tomb 








Dokumentace otiski peceti (Miroslav Verner) 


Documentation of sealings (Miroslav Verner) 49 





Odkryvani Chekeretnebtejiny sochy 
(reis Abdo el-Keréti) 


Unearthing of the statue of Khekeretnebty 
(reis Abdo el-Kereti) 





Pri nalezu papyrt 
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Finding of papyri y 
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Z vyzkumu PtahSepsesovy 
pohrebni komory (Zbynék Zaba) 


Exploring the burial chamber 
of Ptahshepses (Zbynék Zaba) 


Predbézné Cisténi a tridéni papyrt 
ve Skladu és. expedice v Abdsiru 
(Paule Posener-Kriégerova) 


Preliminary cleaning and classification 
of papyri in the store-room 

of the Czechoslovak expedition 

at Abusir (Paule Posener-Kriéger) 





Zahajovani odkryvu Sachtového hrobu (v popfredi Bretislay Vachala a Tomas Kraus) 
Beginning of excavations of a shaft tomb (with Bfetislavy Vachala and Tomas Kraus in the foreground) 





Z fotogrammetrické dokumentace PtahSepsesovy mastaby 
(Vladimir Martinak) 

Photogrammetric survey of the mastaba of Ptahshepses 
(Vladimir Martinak) 





Tridéni nalezi v Raneferefové zaduSnim chramu 
(v popredi Ladislav Bares a Miroslav Verner, 
v pozadi Karel Preuss) 


Classification of the finds in the mortuary temple 
of Raneferef (with Ladislav Bares’ and Miroslav Verner 
in the foreground, and Karel Preuss in the background) 





Nalez pilife s napisem kralovské matky 
Chentkaus (reis Mohammad el-Keréti, reis Ahmad el-Keréti) 


Pillar with an inscription of the Royal Mother Khentkaus 
(reis Mohammad el-Kereti, reis Ahmad el-Kereti) 


Zahajovani geofyzikalni prospekce 
(Vladimir HaSek a Josef MenSik) 


Commencement of geophysical prospection 
(Vladimir HaSek and Josef Mensgik) 
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Odkryvani kostrovych poztstatki (Eugen Strouhal) 


Unearthing of skeletal remains (Eugen Strouhal) 





Egyptsti délnici na vykopavkach 


Egyptian workmen at excavations 





Fotodokumentace reliéfi v PtahSepsesové hrobce (Milan Zemina) 


Photographic documentation of the reliefs in the mastaba 
of Ptahshepses (Milan Zemina) 








Z geodetickych praci na vykopavkach v Abiasiru (Otakar Vosika a Mojmir Svec) 


Geodetic survey at Abusir (Otakar Vosika and Mojmir Svec) 
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Kontrola registrovanych nalezi pred skladem 
és. expedice v Abasiru 


Checking of registered finds in front of the Czechoslovak 


expedition’s magazine at Abusir 











Transport beden s ndlezy z Abasiru do Egyptského 
muzea v Kahire 


Transporting the cases with finds from Abusir to the Egyptian 


Museum, Cairo 





<r 











Chamsin — piseéna boure 


Khamsin, the sandstorm 
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